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THE EASTEEN NAEEA 


The valley of the Indus, below its junction with the Punjaub rivers, is an 
alluvial plain, bounded on the west by the moun- 

description of the tains of Beloochistan, on the east by the sand-hills 
Isasin 01 the Indus. n ^ mi ^ . n- 

of the Desert. The uniformity of its surface is 
broken only by the low rocky ranoes at Alore* and Hyderabad, and by occa- 
sional sand-hills as we approach its eastern limits. The traces of ancient 
channels are everywhere met with, renderin<y it probable that there is no part 
of the alluvial ])lain over whieli, in tlie course of ajj^es, the river has not flowed 
at some jieriod. The cause and mode of these changes is detailed in the 
following paragra})h; and the evidence of their occurrence, afibrded by the 
ajijiearance of the country, is confirmed also by the traditions to be found in the 

Clinch Nameh” and other records of the earlier history of Sind. 

2. It has been observed of all large rivers, and has been particularly men- 
tioned by the Geologist Lycll, that the silt with 
Cmss^lVotnc of ^ whicli their waters are charged is deposHed during 

the season of overfiovv most abundantly near the 
edge of the stream, and in a projifirtionally smaller quantity at u greater dis- 
tance from it. It thus forms a natural glacis, the crest of which is on the river 
bank, and the slope falls away gradually towards the boundary of the valley, 
'fhat the Indus is not an exception to this i*ulc will be seen on reference to the 
Cross Section (No. 1) across the valley at Siikkur, and the JProfilc (No. 2) 
showing the relative heights of the Bliawulpoor road and of a line nearly 
paralhil to it, ten miles inland. A continuance of this process would gradually 
raise the level of the river-bed, until, during some extraordinary flood, it should 
burst its natural embankment and take to one of tlie lower tracts, to be in its 
turn raised and deserted. In the mean time the cross section of the valley 
would jiresent the general features of a raised central channel with a depression 
on each side. 

3. On the east hank of the vSutlej, from Hooper to near Bhawiilpoor, a 

. , 11 w depression of this nature is met with, and is be- 

A clopreasion parallel to the ^ ' 

Indus on its left bank is the lieved to extend in a course parallel to tliat of the 

-source of the Narra’s supply. Garra and Indus to Subzulcote, from the vicinity 

of which it has been traced to the head of the Eastern Narra, about eleven 

Alore and Arore are names (the former ancient, the latter modem) of the same town ; botFi 
uames are used in these Reports to describe the same spot. 

1 » 
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miles east of Roree. It receives water from the river })y direct overflow and 
through innumerable canals, and its drainage, thougli variously interrupted, is 
the source of the Narra’s supply. 

4. Each canal that crosses this low tract forms, by its embankments, an 

, . obstniction of more or less consequence, and bunds 

The supply very precarious. , . , ^ i 

also are frequently raised to retain the water for 

agricultural purposes, and to form lakes for fishing. Immense tracts of land 
are thus submerged, and when one or two of the obstructions give way, the 
nish of the accumulated water is sufficient to sweep away all remaining impe- 
diments, and to send a large and sudden supjily into the JNarra; whereas if tlie 
bunds hold, no water rea(*hcs that channel except by percolation of the soil. 
Even the short time through wliich our oliscrvations extend, has afforded us 
satisfactory proof of the yirccarious nature of this supply. In November 184.3, 
we saw in the cluuin(‘l oyijiosite Trigadee evident and recent marks of a flood 
whi(;h rose 17A feet above the tlien level of the stream; but during the inun- 
dations of 1844, a register of the water-gauge kept near the same locality 
shows 3 feet 1 1 inches as the greatest rise throughout the season. 

5. It is stated by several writers, on Native authority, that tlie Narra has 

. TT 1 c separate head in the banks of the Indus, and that 

Tlie separate ITead of the , * , -i i • i i 

Narra Rud the “ Arore Ihiiur* the supyily ol water was constant until tins head 

of Writers, not met with. obstructed by a bund, described by some as 

being built of stone clamped with iron, and by others as being an earthen 
embankment. Neither this channel however, nor tlui obstniction commonly 
designated by the name of the ‘^Alore” or “ Arore Bund,” could be disco- 
vered. Sir Alexander Burnes, indeed, (to whom tlu^ supposed bund was 
frc(juently mentioned during his investigation of the causes which led to a 
rcmarkalile flood in the Narra in 18‘2()) on the occasion of a subsequent visit 
to Roree suyijjosed that he had found tlie bund, and described under that name 
the old masonry bridge aeross the e.anals lu'ur the ruins of Alore, but this work 
could never have had the off’cets attributed to the Arore Bund : it would 
tend to obstruct the flow of water through the hill to the southward, and 
therefore, to a small extent, might inerease rather than diminish the supply 
of the Narra. 

G. Tlie traces of an ancient channel arc still extant in continuation of the 


Endeavour to ex])laiu the 
NatiAX' belief relative to the 
Arore lluml.” 


ojiening through the hills at Alore, and corroborate 
the tradition that the Indus ludd this course during 
the reign of Dahir, the last Hindoo sovereign of 


Sind. The position of the Narra renders it ])robahle that it was then a main 


branch of the river, and if any works were constructed or attempted at the time 


of the change, they may have led to the belief, which has since so universally 
obtained, that the “ Alore Bund ” is tlie key of the Narra’s supply. Perhaps, 
however, we may more reasonably suppose that under this name are included 


all the bunds alluded to in the 4th paragraph. 
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7. The defined channel of the Narra may be said to commence near the 

village of Fukecrabad, between which and Saieliput 

Detail of Drainage falling |.(>^Qives numerous ravines leadinp; from the low 
to the ^arra. , ^ . • 

tract of land north-east of Roree. On its own 


eastern bank, also, it has several contributions from among the sand-hills, many 
of w hich, on the outskirts of the Desert, are isolated and separated from each 
other by rich tracts of alluvial soil, subject to inundation, and covered either with 
thick jungle or luxuriant grass. Few of these were traced, but their debouchure 
into the Narra are met w ith for a long way down. A large channel of this 
nature is met with near the village of Janoojeo, and another, called the “ Raiiu'c,” 
said to come from near Bhawulpoor, enters the Narra between the villages of 
v^aida and Ratee, but of late years has not brought dow'ii any water. Below 
Trigadee the Narra also receives from the w'cstward the drainage of the Alorc 
range of hills. 

8. From Fukecrabad to Janoojee the channel of the Narra is w^ell marked ; 

it is 20 f(‘et below the lev(d of the country, and from 

Description of the Channel wide. Throughout this distance it 

had a slender stream of fresh water in January 184‘4, 
which, however, appears to have ceased during the hf)t wcjather. B.low 
Janoojee the channel chang(»s its chaiacter, being more sandy, more ir}’i gular 
in ils width, and less depressed ; below the hwcl of the country it h as no 
continuous stream, but good and fresh \Yater is still found in pools, which itre 
probably fed by an under-ground current. Below Ratorc tlie channel widens 
still further, and divides into s(‘veral branclu's, some of which ar * blocked up 
by shifting sand-hills; the pools of water become more scarce, but continue 
good as far as Tujjul, beyond which the Survey did not extend : but it was 
reported that the pools below that point an*, brackish. 

9. The valley of the Narra from Salehj)ut to Tujjul is very narrow, being 

bounded on the right by the Alore mngc of rocks 
^ Desmption of its ^ alley as the sand-hills which form their southward con- 

tinuation, and on the left by the sand-hills of the 
Desert. The inhabitants are few, and live principally by fishing. Traces of 
cultivation are rarely met with. 

10. Below Tujjul the Narra appears, from Captain Dellloste’s description, 

to be confined between high sand ridges, but 
far^rOomei^otc*^*^ Valley as Oomerkote the channel itself is described 

as hard and grassy. 

11. A reference to the Profile taken along the Narra w'ill show that the 


Practicability of supplying 
the Narra permanently with 
Water from the Indus. 


slope of its channel is nearly parallel to that of the 
Indus (the latter being marked by a strong blue 
line), but about 20 feet lower than its cold weather 


level. It is, therefore, evidently practicable to fill the channel of the Narra 
with a stream of water from the Indus. 



4 


12. With so great a difference, however, and which would be increased 

_ i. V during the inundation, there would be reason for 

Danger of diverting the u • i V i x* i . i 

whole Channel of the Indus apprehension lest tlie channel ot supply, excavated 

into that Course. * as it would be through a soft soil, should be so 

much widened and deepened by the action of the torrent as to drain off more 

water than could be spared from the Indus, or, perhaps, transfer the main 

stream of the river, with its fertilizing effects, from its present to one of its 

ancient channels. 

13. A masonry head to the channel of supply would be a security against 

this evil; but the nature of the banks of the Indus 
A Masonry Head necessary. very unfavourable to the construction ol* such a 

work. There is-no permanency in the bed of the Indus, which is always 
cutting one or other of its banks and throwing up shoals on the opposite one. 
The proposed head, therefore, would be exposed to the double risk of being 
turned and undermined by an encroaching current, or masked by miles of 
mud-bank and quicksand, requiring to be cut through after each inundation 
before the annual supply of water could reach the Narra. 

14. The rock in the vicinity of Itoree offers a site for the jiroposed w^ork 

not liable to either of the above objections : with 

Proposed Site for the Head ^ foundation the dam would be secure from 

of the Hock of Roi*ce. • /. i , 

tlie action oi the stream, and the current which 

sweeps through the contracted channel would forbid any extensive accumu- 
lation of silt in front of the work. 

15. The proposed work must be designed to answer the following condi- 

tions : — It must have a wide water-way at a low 
sonry^llca?/ required Ma- to admit of an abundant sujiply of water 

during the cold weather, and it must also afford 
means of regulating the supply to be admitted during the inundation of the 
river. It must have a bridge of communication along the river bank, and also 
afford a free jfcssagc for boats between the two streams, with a provision for 
locks to be used when the difference of level between them is considerable. 

1(3, The line of the proposed supply channel would pass between some of 
the detached rocks near Iloree, and thence skirt 
sand-hills which have collected 
against the rocks as far as the opening through the 
latter at Alorc ; through this it would follow the line of the Alore Canal till clear 
of the hills, and would then be carried by a more direct course into the JN arra 
opposite Trigadee. The total length of this line is 16 J miles. If the proposed 
canal have an initial depth of five feet below the low’est w^ater level, and its 
bottom be carried on an uniform slope to meet that of the Narra, it would have 
a slope of very nearly 1 foot per mile ; at 670 yards from its head it would be 
cut through rock to a depth of 20 feet, but for a veiyr short distance. It is 
])ossible also, though not probable, that rock would be met with in the passage 
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through the hills iit A lore. The rest of the line would require an excavation 
varying in depth froui 12 to 30 f(^et through a light soil. 

17. The benefit likely to accrue to the British j)osso^sions in Sind fn^m the 

restoration of the Narra would be conlhied to the 

AiiticipHted In-Iiffits to our 1 jy^erabad Collectorate, as the channel would enter 
own rrovniccs. ai-h/i 

into the territory of his Highness Ah IMoorad 

imniedial(*ly after ]iassing Alore. It is sujiposed, however, that there would 

be abundant use for the water in the neighbourhood of Oomerkoh', and should 

the sand-hills on its right bank prove not to be continuous, it might be possible 

to lead ciinals from it into the dry lands north-cast of Hyderabad. 

18. The benefits to be diuivcd from this measure by Ali IMoorad are con- 

fined to the improvement of the valley of tlu^ Narra, 
All' Mooml*" wliich, with a steady supply of water, would aHi)rd 

abundant and excellent pasturage. Its capabilities 
for agriculture are few; but there are localities where tin? water might be 
turned to good account for tlu^ jmrpose. I may instance the west bank oppo- 
site Tujjul, where, it will be seen by referencci t(j tlu* Cross Section No. 3, 
then', is an ext(‘iit of seven or eight miles of level ground from the edge of the 
river to the foot of the sand-hills. 

10. The Hao of Cutch also has expressed himself very anxious for th« re- 
ojiening of the Narra, which, where it a|)proaches 
tli^R^ufoVcutd^^^ his territory, takes the name of the Pooraun. He 

anticipates from this source a com])(josation for 
the waters of the Goonee having been of late years prevented by ehstructions 
from finding their way to the Luckput Creek, a subject which has already 
been reported ujion. it is probable that, in consideration of these ])rosp('ct- 
ive advantages, both Ali JMoorad and the Bao of Cutch would be willing to 
contribute a [lortion oT the ex])cnse of this undertaking. 

20. I have not data to calculate the cost of the work ; neither the boring 
instruments for which 1 indented at Di^lhi, nor 

No sufficient Data for the those for which 1 wrote at Kurrachec*, arrived in 
Expense. . . • i i /. i 

time to enable me to ascertain the depth ot sand 

in different places over the rock at Boree, and c)n this would dc[)end the cost 

of founding the dam. See. The sujiply channel would be the chief item of 

expense, but it would also be necessary to confine the water to one channel in 

some jiarts of the Narra, and jirevent its running to waste among the sand-hills. 

In the Hyderabad District there would be further expenditure in digging canals 

from the river to the cultivated ground, but until the lines are chosen for 

this purpose no estimate of cost can be formed. 

(Signed) W. Baker, Captain, 
Superintendent of Canals in Sind. 


Kurrachee, \Ath Ociobet' 1844. 
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No. 8G2 oi? 1850. 

^ Revenue Department. 

From tlie Collector of Hyderabad, 

To the Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter No. 1895, of 2nd October 1849, calling 
for a promised report on the Narra Hund, I have the honour to submit, that 
thouj^h then acquainted, as T believed, with the main features of the case, 1 
found, on ^oinj^ into it, that there was a ^reat want of accordam^e in some ])arts 
of what I heard rej^ardinji; it; so much so, that it seemed ditficult to see rny way 
with that exactness whi(4i must always be requisite to enable a person to report 
to useful purpose iqion any subject. 

2. A short tim(^ afterwards, your Assistant was kind enough to ofler to let 
me see the report which Captain Raker had made in Octo])er 1844 upon the 
subject; but this only add(Ml to the obscurity, for it is (juite clear that Ca])tain 
Raker himsidf was mislead, or, at any rate, that tluj bund he wrote j e^;ardin”* was 
a .perfectly diflbrent one from that contemplated by myself, and the advisa- 
bility of cutting throuejh which 1 had reported so early as November 1843: 
this latter bund he most erroneously supposed 1o have no existence. 

3. On tliis [)()ijit, however, I was sure that he was waon^, f(U- one of the 
very first thinjijs imj)ressed upon me, after taking char^t' of this (k^llectorat(‘, 
was the advisability of brino’in^* t() a conclusion the neoxx iations which had for 
some time bc(ui in progress ree;ardino' this l)und's destruction ; and it was 
impossible to suppose that, that could havt* been th(‘ subje^’t ofaiiiiTy discussion 
between this and the neighbouring’ Stale, which, in p»)int of fact, had no existence. 

4. 1 therefore ap;ain sent for the [)erson, w4iom, from his having seen tiu* 
bund, 1 had found able to i;”ive me the best information about it, and who had 
also held an important Revenue ollice under IMeer Sobdar, the Meer to whose 
share of the division of Sind amoinj; the Amei'rs the chief part of the land on 
the Narra fell. He w^as ill at the time and for soiiu' months subsequently, but 
he has since been able to go to Subzulcote and has traced the Narra down to 
Lower Sind and made a Sketch of it, copy of which, with a translation, 1 en- 
close. This Sketch, T believe, wall be found to be ])erfectly accurate, that is, 
accurate after the fashion that all Native papers of the kind are, t(»tally desti- 
tute of all proportion. The distances of the several places named, if measured 
with compasses, and compared w ith the know n distance of each from the othc!', 
are outrageously absurd, but still, on the whole, answ ering the purpose it is intended 
for, of giving a correct notion of the spot and matter in special reference 
to which it has been prepared. In this particular (and in cases of this kind 
it is the main one) I generally find Native maps as truthful as any other. 

5. It would apjiear from this and the report of my informant, that the 
Narra bmnehes off from the Indus near the village of Ghosepoor, which is 
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on the site oF an aneient city, and lies in the territory of Bliawul Khan. 
The bed of the Narra is said there to be iu ])Iaees a hundred and twtuity miles 
broad, and in that part it bears tlie name of Toorkuree, only takinp; the name 
of tlie Narra at a s])ot nmeh lower down. It thus passes on below Subzul to 
the boundary of Up])er Sind, and thereabouts is divided by a strip of land 
which forms an island about four koss lonj*' by two broad. This is totally 
uncultivated and covered with jungle ; the channel to the east of this island is 
called the Rain, and that to the w'est (roorilla. 

6‘. Ih'low this island the two streams a<»ain become joiiu'd, and thence, 
onward to the bund, form a series of Doras, or lakes, all eonnec-ted with each 
other by lono- channels betwecui the extremities of each. The last of these, 
before' we come' to the ])und, is called tlu' .Ti'rrur Dorc(‘, ami here the stream 
fiiht b(‘f>ins to be called the Narra. 

7. At the spot where the bund is (*r(‘cted the Narra is st.at(;d to be about a 
koss broad, and tlu; bund is made of earth and brushwcxjjl rammed wt' 11 
together, producini>' an almost imp(*netrabl(' wall riaht across the whole bed of 
th(* Narra and of an average thickness of filly yards. This bund is said to 
rise far above tlu; banks on each side, and as ilu'st' an', at that spot, of an earth 
])articulvirly tenacious and almost as hard as stom*, the result isobvivited, wind , 
at almost any other part, ini^ht lx; antit'ipated from such a work, viz. t/ic 
cutting' away by the* streain of tlu* banks round ('aeh end of the bund, imlil a 
new chaiuK'l w'as cleared e(|ual in size* to that vvhi(‘h had been blocked i»p. 

8. This bund was made* by Rutteh Mahoim;d (ihon'c, a man whose nanx; 
w ill be familiar to ev('ry om; w lio lias rc'ad tin; pa]H'rs connect'd with our early 
nci^ociations and subsecpient tukinjj; of Sind, flis obj(;ct was to f^iv(; an addi- 
tional supply ol' water to his Jai^hin; of Birha, situated on the W('stern bank of it. 

i). Tlu; bund was en;ctt;d in Khurn'cf lift, corres|X)ndin^' to the y(;ar of 
our Lord 1888, and its pernicious effects were inmu'diately h'lt in Lower Sind. 
The water in the lower jrart of the Narra, w liich had affiuded a sup[)Iy ofti'ii 
great, always considerabh', w^as cut off; no I(;ss than thn'e hundred and sixty 
Co)labs, or lakes, fed by it in Lower Sind were dried up; fislu'ries which had 
brought, in good years, some tluuisands of rupees of reveniu; to the Ameers 
were destroyed, and lands which had yi(;lded as tlx; Government share sonx; 
hundreds of Kurwars }>ecame wvisU;. But tlx' mischit'f did not end Ix'n; : more 
important matters than revenue were concerned. There was a considerable 
Belooch and Jhutt and Hindoo population along the Narra, and tlx; important 
towns of Kippra, Loondra, Mitta Khan, Chote(;aree, Sirenwarrec, Mittrow, Syed 
Gholarn N ubbe(;-ka-gote, and Oomerkoh; lie along its banks ; and as th(; natural 
fertility of the soil along the w'holc valh'y is unrivalled, it may be imagined what 
distress the cutting off this, the main supply of water, must have occasioned. 
Numbers w ere in point of fact deprived of their means f)f subsistence, and many 
who had gained a sufficient support from the fish and wild fowl on the Narra, 
and from the grain and vegetables grown along its banks, were reduced to the 
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alternative of leaving tlie country or taking to tliosc illegal methods to obtain a 
livelihood which tlie neighboiirhood of every desert holds out alike such great 
temptations to and such great facilities for. 

10. Mecr Sobdar, whose lands were chiefly affected, immediately despatch- 
ed a Vukeel, named Ghoolam Hooscin Juttohee, to Khyrpoor, who was in- 
stnicted to remonstrate with Meer Jloostum and obtain an order from him for 
the instant destruction of the bund. This he succeeded in getting from the 
M ccr, but Meer Nusseor Khan of Khyrpoor afterwards induced Meer lloostum 
to suspend the operation of it, and Meer Sobdar’s Vukeel himself, having been 
handsomely tnjated by the Khyrpoor Durbar, neglected to press the matter 
very strongly, and so the bund remained. 

11. Meer Sobdar on this decided on turning Ghoolam Hoosein out of his 
service, and renewed the negociati<m through other chann^s ; while, in order 
to give w(;ight to his remonstrances, he ordered the several Kurriahs* ninning 
through his dominions to the Jaghires of Meer Itoostum in this Colh^ctorate 
(Koheera, Kotara, &e.) to be bunded up, and all supply of water to them to be 
thus cut off’: the grain growing there he also had impounded, and these active 
measures appear to have been calculated to produce the required effect. 11 ut at 
this juncture war between the British and the Khyrpoor State broke out; other 
m(»re important matters had to bo attended to ; the con(jucst of Sind was 
I'flected ; and the hiind remained. 

12. One of the earliest measures adopted by me after receiving charge of 
this Collectorate, was to press upon Sir Charles Napier’s attentioii the advi- 
sability of taking the opportunity to settle the matter and obtain the demolition 
of the bund. But C>a])tain Baker was shortly afterwards appointed Superin- 
temhait of Canals in Sind ; he was an officer who came here w ith the highest pos- 
sible character from the Government under which lu' had previously served; the 
(pKistion was one that lay more immediately within Jiis department ; and 1 w^as 
inf()rm(ul, 1 tliiiik verbally, that the matter would be brought to notice, and that 
he would doubtless do whatever might be found to be at once feasible and ])roper. 

Id. 1 1 is report on the subject I never saw till it w as sent me by your Assist- 
ant. Had \ done so, I might have had an opportunity of putting him right, 
for it is (juite clear to me that he was misled. Indeed he was not the only one 
who was so; for when (Captain Forbes, my Def)nty at Meerpoor, afterwards 
wrote to (^aptain Malet, the liesident, upon the subject, he too also replied^ 

I lemernber, saying that he had made every imjuiry but was unable to lin^‘ 
that any such bund was in existence. 

14. I had myself, indeed, always imagined that the bund lay in Meer Ali 
Moorad's territory, and had attributed this misleading to his people; and, sup- 
posing that it w^as so, a very simple means might have been employed to bring 
any negociation on the subject to a satisfactory conclusion, for his Highness 
could, of course, have made no objection to authorising us to break down, if 
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we could find it, a bond winch, to the best of his knowledge and belief, had no 
existence; that would have been, to say the least of it, a very simple and harm- 
less way of gratifying an ally. Yet this much in the shape of concession, su])- 
posing that the demolition of the obstruction was not on our ])art a riyhty is all 
that we should have required ; but that it would have been a right on our part, 
and a most undoubted one, is clear. The Khyrpoor State could have no morr 
title to bund up a stream like the Narra than would have the Bhawul[)oor 
State to bund up the Indus, supposing it able to do so, or to do what it might 
be able to do, erect works on it destructive of its capacities lor navigation. 

15. The Jaghire, however, of Futteh Mahomed (Ihoree, in which the 
bund lies, as well as the land on the other side of it, now I'ornis part, I am 
told, of the Purgunnah of lloreo, and is in our ])ossession. I am almost|jifrind 
that my informant is mistaken in this, but, if not, nothing, I imagine, can be 
required but an order from yourself to tlui Collector of Sliikarpoor to have the 
bund removed. As to the actual increase to tlu* revt'imc of this Coll(‘ctorate 
that may be expected to arise from the measure, I am unable, with any certainty, 
b) speak. Guided by Native authorities, T stat(‘d, in November 18413, that I 
believe it might amount to about five laks, and 1 have smcij heard that estimate 
given more than once by De|)uty Collectors of Meerpoor, whose sources of 
information were wholly independent of mine. But, on the other hand, there 
are many who do not reckon it at more, (*vcn in good year s, than about tw(‘nty 
thousand, and there is no accurate infoi'iuation to be got from the Didh'rs on 
the subject. For, in the first place, they only give the rents of a j irt of the 
land, and in the next they give that very inexactly. In fact the r evenue on 
the Nari’a was never properly colle(!ted or attempted to b(i so. The Buttai 
system was never in force there ; the assessment was always made by estimate; 
and as the Meers’ chief object was rather to preserve num with so many opjror- 
lunities of being turbulent in their obedience than to extract revenue from them, 
tliey dealt lightly with the I’aces living there and took no very strict account 
from them of the Sirkar’s dues. But if it is difficult to tell the exact amount of 
increase that might ariho to the revenue from the sweeping away the Nai-ra 
Bund, there can be none as to the j)olitical and social advantages that this mea- 
sure would confer. It would remove a standing violation of all natural justice, 
for what can be more inequitable than that the supply of water which God 
sends the people should be thus cut off ? it would do much towards restoring to 
\ prosperity the now almost ruined towns and villages along the Narra’s banks ; 
and the lakes refilh^d would afford a comfortable means of subsistence to 
thousands, where nothing now but the Peloo and Tamarisk grow. These are 
advantages which, in the eye of a civilized Government, will always outweigh 
those of mere money, however necessary to be looked to, as the world is 
constituted, these’ may be. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

31s^ October 1850. (Signed) A. B. Ratiiborne, Collector. 

2n 
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No. 1915 of 1850. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

From the Commissioni-ir in Sind, 

To Lieut. Colonel W. Scott, Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to request you will favour me with your opinion 
on the subject of the accompanying copy of a report. No. 862, dated the 31st 
ultimo, from the Collector of Hyderabad, relative to the re-opening of the 
Eastern Narra. 

2. It seems hardly probable that Captain Baker should h^ve been mis- 
takeji^in opinions which purport to have been founded on detailed surveys; but 
Captain Rathborne appears to rely with much confidence on the accuracy of 
his information. 

3. To facilitate your consideration of the question, I forward, in original. 
Captain Baker^s report, and the rough pliui derived from Native information 
which accompanied Caj)tain Rathborne’s letter, and which 1 request may be 
returned with your reply. You can have access to the plans illustrative of 
Captain Baker’s report, which are now in my office, on your return to Kurrachee. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. K. Pringle, 

20M November 1850. Commissioner in Sind. 


No. 1430. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

From Lieut. Colonel W. Scoit, 

Superintending Engineer, Sind, 

To R. K. Pringle, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1915, 
of 20th instant, transmitting copy of Captain Rathborne's letter No. 862, dated 
31st October, together with a Native sketch of the course of the Narra, copy 
of a sketch of tlie same with the names of the villages in English, and copies^ 
of reports on canals west of the Indus and in the upper portion of the Eastern 
Narra by Captain Baker. The latter four documents I herewith return. 

2. It would appear from Captain Baker’s report, para. 5, that the construc- 
tion of the Arore Bund, or at least of some bund affecting the Narra, was 
anterior to 1826. I fear, therefore, that the bed through which Captain Rath- 
borne supposed the Narra to have been fed has altered materially, and that 
the simple removal of the obstmetion (if such exist) will not be sufficient. 
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3. Speaking from recollection, I think that Captain Baker’s line of survey 
led him into the Narra east of Arore, and that other lines of survey were carried 
generally parallel to the line of the Indus, and that the bed of the Narra was 
not examined between the point at which Lieutenant Blagrave crossed it to the 
north, and the point where Captain Baker fell into it : some bund or bunds may 
therefore exist. 

4. 1 should think that there could be little difficulty in ascertaining the 
facts of the case by sending an officer to visit the places which Captain Kath- 
borne points out, and the general course of the Narra, to which he will probably 
find numerous feeders ; the main bed being probably that depression of 
country note(^as coming from Itooper in the 3rd paragraph of Captain Baker’s 
report. 

5. Captain Baker’s survey was sufficient for the purposes which he nW in 
view (the permanent sujiply of water), and I would request attention to his 
11th, 12th, and 13th paragraphs. 

fi. It does not appear to me possible to settle the question unless some 
person be sent to inspect the place. I have^ore than once been applied to 
to cut bunds which had really at the time no effect on the irrigation. 

7. T doubt the j)ossibility of damming the Narra until it had been so 
reduced by other circumstances as to have become of little value. 

1 have,'&c. 

(Signed) W. Scott, Lieut. Colonel, 

22ad November 1850. Superintending Engineer, Sind. 


No. 1937 OF 1850. 

Territorial Department, Revenue, 
From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Acting Collector of Shikarpoor. 

Sir, — In transmitting the accompanying copy of a correspondence as per 
margin, together with the reports of Captain Baker 
2%h Captain Rathbome in original, on the subject 

matant. of the re-opening the Narra Canal, I have the 

22nd°^tto* No dated honour to request that you will take measures for 

verifying the information obtained by Captain 
Rathbome, and favour me with your opinion and report on the question gene- 
rally, returning the original documents with your reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Commissioner in Sind. 


25iA November 1850. 
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No. H5 OF 18,51. 

Revenue Department: 

From the Acting Collector, Upper Sind, 

To the Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — I liavc the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1937, 
of tlu' 2,5th November last, with enclosures from the Collector of Hyderabad, 
on the subject of the supposed Narra Bund. 

2. On a late occasion 1 proceeded to the spot pointed out in the 7th para- 
gra|)h of Captain Rathlioriie’s letter, and found there the bund noticed by that 
oifu^ but not in the position nor of the magnitude which would appear to 
haviBL‘(‘n rej)rcsent(‘d to liiin by his informant. 

3. From information wliich [ was enabled to collect from parties who might 
be presumed well acquainted with the localities, it apj)ears that the Narra has 
now no separate head in the banks of the Indus, and that, within the memory 
of man, the suppli('s of water wl^ch its bed used to receive in former years, were 
obtained by the direct overflow of the river, or what the natives in this part of 
Sind call tiie Leht.” 

4. 1'hese overtlows, or lohts, which followed the periodical rise of the river, 
were two in numb(*r, one h*aving the main bed of the Indus in the vicinity of 
Ahmedpoor, and the other further to the south and near ‘the Gotekee district 
of this (.'ollectorate. The former of the two, however, afforded the main sup- 
ply of water to the ravines from which the Narra derived its source, and, from 
the mass of watx'r which it threw off, was termed par exvAlmce the Khoonun 
Leht,” Ihe other (>nly contributing to any extent in seasons of an extraordinary 
ov(uflow. The Hoods formed by these lehts spread for miles over the country 
in every direction, and taking naturally to the lower tracts, worked out channels 
for themselves, which again communicated with each other by lakes, or 
colabs, until they all converged u})on nearly the same point, and, pouring 
their contents into one channel of egress, formed the stream which is now 
known as the Narra. Numerous embankments are to be seen thrown across 
these chaniuds or ravines to retain the waters for agricultural purposes, and, as 
such, are noticed in the 4th paragraph of Captain Baker’s report. 

5. The tract of country in which most of the abovementioned channels con- 
verge, lies between the villages of Fukeerabad and Trigadee, and it is here that 
the Narra first begins to have a defined bed; this, at the part I examined, was 
between three and four hundred feet broad, and was perfectly dry, with the 
exception of jiools here and there, w’^hich, I was informed, derived their supply 
from under-ground sources, and one of which was pointed out to me said to be 
upw'ards of sixty feet in depth. To the north of Fukeembad, which is about 
six miles north-east from the village of Birha, where the bund alluded to by 
Captain Rathborne is to be found, the Narra, 1 was told, has no distinct channel 
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of its own. TrigacU'r is also about vsix miles from Birha to the south-east, and 
there the bed of the stream is uninistakeable ; at its nearest point it is fully five 
miles distant from the bund which Captain Rathborne supposes to be the key 
of its supply. 

6. This bund, lying close to the village of Birha, is one of those adverted 
to in the 4th paragraph of this letter, and the ravine which it confines, one of 
the channels therein noticed. The bund is formed of earth and brushwood 
rammed cfosely together, 600 feet in length, 38 feet broad at top, and with a 
height of 22 feet ; the highest water-mark in its rear being 16 feet, the breadth 
of the ravine, a short way below the bund, about 200 feet. I could discover no 
bund one ko|^ long and with a breadth of forty guz, as described by the Col- 
lector of Hyderabad, nor, from the inquiries whi(‘h I made, do T think th^ such 
exists. The ravine in rear of the bund was, at the time I visited it, perfectly 
dry, nor is it said to retain any water after the subsidence of the inundation : it 
communicates with the main bed of the Narra near the village of Trigadee, and 
there is no doubt that, if nunoved, the water which it must at oiu* season of the 
year retain would flow into that stream; but whether the supply which would 
thereby be secured t(» the latter would be of any use to the Hyderabad districts, 
is, 1 should say, problematical. 

7. In the first place the waters, a portion of which the bund confines, are 
those of the Gotekee or minor leht, and it in no way interferes with th(' flow 
of the Ahmedpoor or })rincipal one, which used to find its ingress into the 
Narra chiefly by the Rainee Channel alluded to in the 7th paragraph ./f Captain 
Baker’s report; and secondly, the chances are, that as the liiniteil stream to 
which tlie removal of the bund would aflbrd a passage, only waters now about 
12,000 rupees’ worth of land, and that at the s])ot where it is first impeded, it 
w'ould scarcely irrigate so much at fifty or a hundred koss further down and 
after a passage through a sandy country, where much of its body would neces- 
sarily be lost from the light and retentive nature of the soil. 

8. There would, however, have been no objections towards removing the 
bund, and to our testing the results of the measure during one season, had not 
the villages in its vicinity been lately leased out for a term of four years, upon 
the faith of its continuance, and an^ arrangements which would deprive them of 
the accustomed supply of water would necessarily involve the discontinuance of 
the leases, and, supposing the lessees ready to throw up these, be the occasion 
of considerable loss to Government. The revenue of these villages is about 
Rs. 7,000 per annum ; the residue of the land within the influence of the bund 
belonging to his Highness Meer Ali Moorad Khan. 

9. Before, therefore, causing the removal of the bund, we must satisfy our- 
selves that a greater and equally direct advantage from that measure will accrue 
to Government in the Hyderabad Collectorate, and this, as I have stated, is very 
far from certain, because the work merely impedes a small portion of the 
Narra’s supply, and because that supply I believe to have been received chiefly 
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from the Ahmedpoor or Khoonun Leht, which has of late years been inter- 
rupted by causes perfectly disconnected with the bund or anything relating 
to it. 

10. These causes, I am credibly informed, lie in the construction along the 
bank of the Indus, within Bhawul Khan’s territory, of extensive embankments, 
whereby the Khoonun Leht is prevented from encroaching into the adjacent 
tracts, which, from its violent action, used formerly to be converted ijito unpro- 
ductive swamps, or, if the encroachment has not been entirely prevented, the 
supply has been regulated to meet the wants of the land for cultivation : and 
although, as far as our Government in Sind is concerned, the measure on the 
part of Bhawul Khan is to be regretted, it would be scarcely legitimate for us to 
interdict him from preventing his country sufiering from excessive inundations, 
the more especially as Captain Baker, in the 13th and following paragraphs of 
his report, has pointed out to us the manner in which a remedy can be applied 
within our own reach ; and as the advantage to the Hyderabad Collectorate 
from a supply of water in the Narra are shown to be so immense, his 
suggestions would appear well worthy the attentive consideration of the local 
authorities and of Government. 

11. The enclosures received with your letter are herewith returned. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Inverarity, 

Acting Collector, Upper Sind. 

Camp KhyrpooVy Gth February 1851. 


No. 420 OP 1851. 

From II. B. E. Frere, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind, 


Revenue Department. 


To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 


My Lord, — I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of your 


Captain Baker’s report, dated October 1844. 
Letter from Collector of Hyderabad, No. 862, 
dated 3l8t October 1850. 

Ditto tc Colonel Scott, Superintending En- 
gineer, No. 1915, dated 20th November 1850. 
Ditto from ditto, No. 1430, dated 22nd ditto. 
Ditto to Acting Collector of Shikarpoor, No. 
1937, dated 25th November 1850. 

Ditto fmm ditto. No. 85, dated 6th Feb. 1851. 


Lordship in Council, copies, as per 
margin, of documents relating to the 
possibility of restoring water to the 
ancient channel of the Indus called 
the Eastern Narra, and of thereby 
adding greatly to the revenues of 
the Hyderabad Collectorate. 



15 


2. Your Lordship in Council will observe — 

1st. That Captain Baker, with whose high merits as an Engineer 
officer your Lordship is well acquainted, considered it probable that the 
obstruction of the Narra was not any single artificial work. 

2nd. That he did not ascertain conclusively, and in a manner to remove 
all doubt on the subject, whether or not he was correct in this supposition. 

3rd. He sketched out a plan for opening, at no great cost, a new mouth, 
which would give the required supply, under the restrictions necessary, for 
the security of other important objects. 

4th. That Captain Baker’s project lay over during the troubled times 
which succeeded 1844, the year in which it was sent in. 

5th. That Captain Rathborne, Collector of Hyderabad, has since obtain- 
ed, what he considers strong evidence, to show that the obstruction is an 
artificial work of recent erection, the removal of which would at once restore 
the ancient supply. 

6th. That Mr. Inverarity has visited the spot indicated by Captain 
Rathborne, and sees reason to agree rather with Captain Baker, that the 
artificial obstruction there existing is not the sole, even if it be the princi- 
pal cause, of the deficiency of supply, and that this view is confirmed 
the opinion of Colonel Scott. 

Finally. That while all are agreed as to the great benefits which would 
follow the restoration to the Eastern Narra of an abundant supply rf water, 
it is still doubtful whether the obstruction to such a supply is an artificial 
bund, or a change in the course of the main Indus, and, if the latter, what 
would be the cost of the measures proposed by Captain Baker for providing 
a supply. 

3. It seems to me, that the magnitude of the benefits promised by a resto- 
ration of a full supply of water to the Narra, is such as to justify the employ- 
ment of an officer on this special duty, and I would, therefore, recommend that 
a duly qualified Engineer officer be deputed for the purpose. 

4. As the interests of the Rao of Cutch are involved, I would recommend 
that the officer in question should be directed to examine and most carefully 
level the whole country from Cutch northwards via Oomerkote, and the bed of 
the Narra up to the Indus north of Roree, taking occasional cross levels, east 
to the rising lands of the Desert and west to the Indus, the northern portion of 
the Narra and all its tributary channels being minutely examined. He would 
then be able to decide what would be the effect of cutting the bund or bunds 
which may exist there \ whether their influence be as great as supposed by 
Captain Rathborne, or as small as believed by Colonel Scott and Mr. Invera- 
rity ; whether there be any means of getting the required supply, other than 
that sketched out by Captain Baker, and, if not, he will be in a condition to 
estimate exactly the cost of carrying out Captain Baker’s plan. 

5. It is needless to observe that for such a duty it is useless to employ 
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any but an officer of first-rate scientific acquirements. The duty would occupy 
him the whole of the short working season in that part of the province, viz. 
from the end of the fever season in November till the commencement of the 
extreme heat in April ; but it would be very desirable that he should start with 
full experience of the nature and extent of the stream of the Indus at its height, 
which is best seen between April and October. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) II. B. E. Frere, 

On the InduSy ISt/i March 1851. Commissioner in Sind. 


No. 8253. of 1851. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 
Captain Crawford is requested to favour Government with his report and 
opinion on the subject of these papers. 

By order, 

(Signed) If. E. Goldsmid, 

Secretary to Government. 

Somhatj Castle y 29 ^ A March 1851. 


No. 14 of 1851. 

Territorial Department, Revent^e. 

To H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknow4edge the receipt of your endorsement of 
the 29th ultimo, on a letter, No. 420, from the Commissioner in Sind to the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council, on the subject of the Eastern Narra. 

2. I cannot speak on this subject from personal knowledge, having never 
visited the portion of Sind referred to. A perusal of the papers and inspection 
of Captain Baker's map, would, I should imagine, fully satisfy any person that 
the Collector of Hyderabad has been misled by Native reports, which are most 
probably altogether traditional, and refer to a very long by-gone state of affairs. 

3. Both Captain Baker's report and the one of a much later date by the 
Collector of Shikarpoor, agree in the fact of there being now no defined channel 
to the Narra above the latitude of Roree, and there can be little doubt that 
cutting the bund alluded to (one it appears of much less consequence than the 
Native report makes out) would probably cause much local loss, without effect- 
ing any counterbalancing general advantage. 
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4. Should Government determine upon taking any steps towards invcstigif- 
ing the advantages and cost of restoring a stream of water to the bod of the 
Narra, the preliminary surveys, when put in hand, should be so proviilod for as 
to admit of their being perfected in one season ; and I would, tlieref<u’e, b('g to 
bring particularly to your notice, that the quantity of work detailed in the 4th 
paragraph of Oii^tlJomniissioner’s letter, is far more than any j)erson eoidd manage 
in one working sts^^son. 

5. I should estimate that, to prepare carefully the levels reqtured, would give 
full em])loyniont to an Engineer ofiicer, and tw^o Assistants, either oftieers or 
men, but who must be fully equal to the work, and capable of being Iriisled to 
carry it on alone, without any immediate superintendenee. 

(j. The Prineipars duty wcudd be to select a spot and fix a bench-mark 
somewhere in the bed of the Narra, where it begins to take the form of a single 
uninterru})ted ehannel. Thence one Assistant should jn-ocecd to level dow n the 
eours(» of tlui river southwards, taking occasional cross sections ; (he other 
would proee(Hl to examine candidly any large branches coming from the nortli- 
ward or w('stw^ard, tracing them, if possible, to the point of theii* issiui from 
the river, and ascertaining what, if any, obstru(‘tions do exist. 

7. The Principal hiiiihclf would revise the levels from Jtoroe to the l)eil « f 
the Narra, and examine the ground, by boring, to ascertain its nature, w.tli 
r('fercnc(‘ to ihe formation of the new head as pro])osed by Ciijdain Paker. 

8. With less means at command than that ahovemeiitioncd, I do m t think 
that the work could be satisfactorily concluded in a single season. 

I have the honour to b(*, (fee. 

(Signed) IJ. G. Crawford, (Captain, 

Bombay, 1th April 185f. Late Actg. Supt. r)f Canals in Sind. 


N o. 5334 of 1851. 

TkRRITORIAL DjEPAUTMENT, ItEVENlJE. 

To the Military Board. 

(lEXTLEMEx, — I liavc been directed to annex copy of the pajiers noted in 

the margin, and to request that you will favour 
Government with your opinion as to the arrange- 
ments which can be made for carrying into effect, 
at the veiy commencement of the next working 
season, the suggestion made by Captain Crawford 
in the 4th paragraph of his letter, dated 7th ultimo, 
No. 14. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

(Signed) II. E. Goldsmid, 

Bombay Castle, \^th May 1851. Secretary to Government. ‘ 

3 n 


Exfrart (para. 4) of letter 
from the Coniiiiissioncr in Siiul, 
No. 4120, dated 18th March 
ISol. 

Letter from Captain Craw- 
ford, No. 14, dated the 7th 
ultimo. 
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No. 4G93 OF 1851. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, G.C.II., 

Governor and President in Council. 

My Lord, — We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secre- 
tary Goldsmid’s letter No. 5334, of the 13th ultimo, and, in reply, would 
represent to your Lordship in Council, that the Department does not afford the 
means of effecting the survey of the Narra as suggested by Captain Crawford, 
and, on our referring to the Chief Engineer, to learn whether any other 
Engineer officer can be made available, that officer states that he does not see 
any probability of officers being available for the survey. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Lieut. Colonel, 

Chief Engineer. 

„ J. Swanson, Major. 

Bomhayy Military Board Office y Wi June 1851. 


No. C499 of 1851. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To H. B. E. Frere, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — With reference to Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s letter No. 5335, dated 
the 13th ultimo, I have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council to transmit herewith copy of one from the Military Board, No. 4693, 
dated the 9th instant, and to request that you will state whether there is any 
officer in Sind who could be rendered available for the duty therein men- 
tioned. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Bombay Castle y MthJane 1851. 
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No. 1241 OP 1851. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 
From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To Lieut. Colonel Scott, Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — In transmitting the accompanying copy of correspondence, as noted in 
To Government, No. 420, margin, on the subject of re-opening the Eastern 


dated 18th March 1851. 

Prom ditto. No. 5535 , dated 
13th May, with enclosure. 

From ditto. No. 6499 , dated 
17th June 1851. 


Narra, I have the honour to request that you will 
do me the favour to state, whether you know of any 
officer in Sind who could be rendered available for 
the survey duty therein mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IT. B. E. Frere, 


KurracheCj 30/A June 1851. 


Commissioner. 


No. 939 of 1851. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, Revenue, 

To H. B. E. Frere, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, No. 1241, I l-:ive the 
honour to state, that it would reejuire the undivided attention of an ofLcer with 
a proper establishment to make a satisfactory examination of the sourci's, &:c. 
of the Narra instrumentally. 1 therefore regret tliat I cannot recommend the 
cmj)loymcnt of any of the Executive ofilfcers on the work, and 1 do not know 
any other (officer in Sind competent to the duty. 

2. I was unable, when Superintendent of Canals, to pursue the investigation, 
as it is one requiring an officer’s whole attention, botli from tJie nature and 
locality of his operations; I think, however. Lieutenant Fife could set the 
question brought forward by Captain Rathborne at rest, as he will be able to 
see, during this inundation, whether any single obstacle, or even whether seve- 
ral artificial obstacles, exist, and thus the field of future operations might be 
narrow^ed without danger. 

3. Captain Baker could not find the bund alluded to. It may be that the 
people w ill not show it, being conscious that if it is cut they will lose much 
Rubbee land ; on the other hand. Captain Rathborne’s informants may very 
possibly have a strong bias. If this be the case, it is not a solitary instance ; 
Native gentlemen are constantly complaining of such bunds, quite as much with 
a view to reduce their neighbours as to benefit themselves. I think it there- 
fore most essential that at least one of Captain Rathbome’s informants should 
accompany Lieutenant Fife and point out what he means. 
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4. Accoidinj^ to my recollection and Captain Baker's survey, there is no 
regular ancient channel in which to look for this bund ; tliough there is plenty 
of lowland, and many Dunds, one or all of which may finally discharge into the 
Narra, if not hindered by artificial means. 

5. If you think it desirable to proceed in this way, I will send particular 
instructions to Lieutenant Fife. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Scott, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Kurrachee^ ^th July 1851. Superintending Engineer, Sind. 


No. 1318 of 1851. 

Territorial Department, IIevemue. 
From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Acting Collector of Hvderadad. 

Sir, — In forwarding the accompanying copy of correspondence on the* 
subject of the Eastern Narra, I have the honour to request that you will be 
good enough to inform nu^, whether you know who was Captain Kathboi ne’s 
iidbrinant as to the existence of the bund alluded to, and whether he could be 
prevailed on to accomjiany Lieutenant Fife to the sj)ot, as proposed by the 
Superintending Engineer. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) II. B. E. Frere, 

Kurrnchedy 9/A July 1851. Cunimissioner in Sind, 


N<^ 497. 

Revenue Department. 
From the Acting Collector of Hyderabad, 

To the Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1318 of 1851, 
Territoi ial Department, Revenue, on the subject of the Eastern Narra, and to 
inform you that Captain Rathborne's informant, as to the existence of the 
bund alluded to, was a man named Wishen Sing, formerly Kardar of the 
Piirgunnah of Shahwah Lohanna, now out of employment, and now residing at 
Shahdadpoor, and one of the lessees of the Purgimnah of Shahwah. 

2. SJiould I receive your orders, I will direct this man to join Lieutenant 
Fife as soon as possible at Sukkur or Roree ; at the same time, I would recom- 
mend that his expenses be paid him, aiid that a certain gratuity, if his 
information be found to be correct, be given him. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) II. Fenning, Captain, 

Hychrabad Collector s Office^ \Ath Tuhj 1851. Acting Collector. 
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No. 1394 OF 1851. 

Uevenfe Defahtment. 

Prom the (>ommissioner in Sind, 

To ilie Sliferintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — Advertinsj to previous eorrespondenee, I have the honour to forward 
copy of a letter from the Actinp; Colleetor of Hyderabad, No. 497, dated the 
14tli instant, on the sidiject of tlic Narra Bund, aud, witli reference therelo, 
to inform you, tliat 1 will order the person alluded to by Ca])tain Feimin^ to 
proceed at once to Sukkur, if you think that Lieutenant Fife could make any 
examination w4nch would be con(‘hisivc on all the points at issue, without in- 
curriiii^ serious risk at this season of tlie year. 

I have the lionour to be, &c. 

(Sijiiicd) n. B. E. Frere, 

Kni'niclicVy \^thJu1y 1851. Commissioner in Sind. 


No. 990 of 1851. 

Public Works. Territorial Defartment, Ueveni i.. 

To II. B. E. Frere, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter No. 1394, of the 18th current, it aj)pears 
to me that Lieutenant Fife could, by personal inspection, decide the question 
as to the ’ correctness of Captain Ilathborne’s information; that is, he could 
say, by a mere inspection, whether any one or more artificial obstacles have been 
opposed to the natural course of the Narra. 

2. I think it would be desirable to furnisli liim with a copy of Ca])tain 
Baker’s survey and report, which is, I believe, in your office, and also of 
Captain Rathborne’s letter. 

3. There will, I apprehend, be some risk and considerable exertion in 
making an examination while the w'^atcr is in the country, but less danger of 
fever, than if it should be attempted at a later period, when also it would be 
more difficult to arrive at a true conclusion. 

4. As much will depend on the state of the country and of Lieutenant 
Fife’s own health, it will probably be better to allow him to communicate with 
Captain Fenning. 

5. I will make a tracing of the plan if you will kindly allow it to be sent to me. 
There is great danger of injury in sending plans in cases at this time of the year, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Scott, Lieut. Colonel, 
Superintending Engineer, Sind. 


Kurrachccy \Qth July 1851. 



22 


Captain Baker’s Report, 
dated 14th October 1844. 

Captain Baker’s Surveys 
and Profiles in number. 


No. 1438 OF 1851. 

Revenue Department. 

From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To Lieut. Colonel Scott, Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant. No. 990, and, in reply, to forward, 
as therein requested, the papers noted in the margin, 
in reference to the Narra Bund, which you will be 
good enough to send to Lieutenant Fife, who 
should obtain from the Collector of Shikarpoor, and other authorities in Upper 
Sind, all the aid they can afford and which he thinks likely to be useful in 
facilitating his labours. 

2. He should also be guided as to the time of making his observations by 
the state of the weather, and other local ciroumstances, so as to incur as little 
risk as possible; and to save time, he should communicate direct with the 
Collector of Hyderabad. 

3. Copy of my letter of this date. No. 1439, to the Collector of Shikarpoor, 
on the above subject, is herewith enclosed. 

I have, See, 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 

Kurrachee, 2Ath July 1851. Commissioner in Sind. 


No. 1440 OF 1851. 

Revenue Department. 

Frdm the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Acting Collector of Hyderabad. 

Sir, — With reference to previous correspondence relative to the Narra Bund, 
Letter to the Superintend- I have the honour to transmit copy of the papers 
18^h margin, and to request that you will be good 

Reply No. 1990, dated 19th enough to co-operate, as far as you can, in the 

“Letter to, No. 1438, dated examination, especially by despatching 

24th instant. Wishen Sing to join Lieutenant Fife. 

2. This individual should be guaranteed his expenses, as well as a promise 
of any reward you may think requisite, to secure his faithful services ; the 
reward to be contingent on his showing such a bund as he described to Captain 
Rathborne, the removal of which would restore water to the Narra. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 
Commissioner in Sind. 


Kurrachee, 2Ath July 1851. 
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No. 1447 OF 1851. 

Revenue Department. 

From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Right Honorable Viscount Falkland, 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — With reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet's letter No. 6499, 

dated 17th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit copy of a correspondence 
that has passed consequent thereon, 
as per margin, on the subject of the 
survey of the Eastern Narra, the 
tenour of which will, I trust, be 
approved by Government. 

2. Your Lordship in Council 
will observe from tliese papers, that 
Lieutenant Fife^s examination can 
only set at rest the question as to whether it is any single obstruction whi^di 
prevents the flow of water into the Narra, and cannot, therefore, suj)erscde '/ne 
necessity for other surveys, unless it should prove that Colonel Scott, Captain 
Baker, and Mr. Inverarity have all been mistaken. 

3. Should it prove that they are right, and that Captain Rathbornc was 
misinformed. Lieutenant Fife’s examination will do little towards carrying out 
Captain Baker’s plan. Because, in the event of the obstruction proving to be 
as that officer seems to have believed, not any one work but a gradual filling 
up of many sources of supply, and the want of a single sufficient feeder such 
as Captain Baker proposed to cut from Roree, the survey for the purpose of 
determining the line of such feeder, and its probable expense, will have to be 
made in the cold season, when the water is off the ground. 

4. For such surveys. Government will observe, from Colonel Scott’s report, 
there is no officer available in Sind. 

5. But, adverting to the immense prospective revenue and other advantages 
at stake, I would earnestly urge, on the favourable consideration of your Lord- 
ship in Council, the propriety of making some sacrifice to secure the services of 
a competent officer, before the opening of the next brief season, for travelling 
in the Eastern Desert. It is not for me to venture to point out how this may 
be best done, but I am sure your Lordship will excuse my suggesting that 
some temporary provision might be made for the duties of some competent 
Executive Engineer, who might thus be enabled to devote the season to a 
work of such importance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 

Kurracheej 25th July 1851. Commissioner in Sind, 


To Superintending Engineer, No. 1241, dated 
30t}i June. 

From ditto, No. 939, dated 4th July. 

To tlie Collector of Hyderabad, No. 1318, 
dated 9th July. 

From ditto, No. 497, dated 14th July. 

To Superintending Engineer, No. 1394, dated 
IHth July. 

From ditto, No. 9.90, dated 19th July. 

To ditto. No. 1438, dated 24th d# 

To Collector of Hyderabad, No. 1440, dated 
24tli July. 
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No. 6800 of 1851. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To the Military Board. 

Gentlemen, — I have been directed by the Right Honorable the Governor 
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 4693, dated the 9th 
June last, relative to the survey of the Eastern Narra, and, in transmitting here- 
with copy of a communication on the subject from the Commissioner in Sind, 
No. 1447, dated the 25th July last, and of its accompaniments, to request that 
you will be so good immediately to consider and report the best arrangement 
you can propose for detaching to Sind a competent and fully qualified officer, 
or two if absolutely necessary, to perform the duty indicated by Mr. Frere ; 
the duties of the officers so detached being, in the mean time, performed by an 
Infiintry officer, or in some other manner. 

2. You will understand that the GoveriAient attach sufficient importance 
to the work in question, t(^ render it desirable that no trivial obstacle should be 
allowed to interfere with its efficient performance. 

1 have the honour to bo, (See. 

(Signed) 11. E. Goldsmid, 

.Bombay Castle ^ Ath September 1851. Secretary to Government. 


No. 278 OF 1851. 

From Lieut. Colonel C. Waddington, C.B., Chief Fiiginecr, 

To Lieutenant W. F. Marriott, Secretary to the Military Board. 

Sir, — I have the lionour to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum 
No. 7429, of tlic 1 1 th instant, with the accompanying correspondence, regarding 
ilie Narra River, and directing me to report on the same. 

2. The instructions of Government, contained in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s 
letter No. 8800, are, that the Military Board should “immediately consider 
and report the b(*.st arrangement they can proj>ose for detaching to Sind a com- 
petent and fully qualified sci('ntifie officer, or two if absolutely necessary, to per- 
fbnn the duties indicated by Mr. Frere,” and they are further informed “that 
no trivial obstacle shouhl be allowed to interfere with the efficient performance 
of the work in question.” 

3. The w'ork indicated in the Commissioner’s letter No. 1447, a]q)ears to be 
“ a survey for the purpose of determining the line of a feeder (to the Narra) such 
as Captain Baker proposed to cut from Roree, and its probable expense.” 

4. In making a preliminary examination and rough survey of the country 
near the head of the Narra, Captain Baker and his whole establishment (four 
Commissioned officers and three Sergeants) were occupied for some months 
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Tlje detailed survey, therefore, necessary to determine exactly, and after- 
wards to delineate the ground through which a cut should be taken from near 
Itoree to the Narra river, with the necessary levellings, and a careful estimate 
of expense, will not be a light undertaking, and I should not recommend that a 
smaller number than three officers, with a fitting establishment, be employed on 
it, because the time for making the necessary observations is limited, and, if 
undertaken at all, the work should be completed in one season. 

5. Lieutenant Fife, the Executive Engineer Upper Sind, is the officer most 
readily available for conducting this Purvey, and is, I have reason to think, 
tpialified to undertake that duty. There are no Engineer officers available as 
Assistants, unless his Excellency the Commander In Chief will consent to their 
being detached from the Sappers and Miners. I would in that case beg to re- 
commend for the duty Lieutenants Stainforth and Goddarduboth of whom have 
b(‘en with the head quarters of the Sappers considerably more than a year. If 
is probable also that some of the Non-Commissioned officers have assisted those 
officers in surveying the city of Poona, and might be useful in the projected 
survey of Sind. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Lieut. Colonel, 

(yhief Enginet‘i . 

Bombay y Chief Enylneers Office , \5th SeiHenibar 1851. 


Minute by the Honorable Board, 

The suggestions herein made may be acted on, and instructions given in the 
proper Department that they may be at once carried into effect. 

(Signed) Falkland. 

„ D. A. Blank. 

30M September 1851. ,, A. Bell. 


Extract {para, \) of a letter from the Military Boards No, 7830, dated 
2bth September 1851. 

With reference to Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s letter No. 8800, of the 4th 
instant, with accompaniments, regarding the proposed survey of the Narra 
river, we have the honour to submit, for the information of your Lordship in 
Council, a communication, No. 278, of the 15th instant, from the Chief Engi- 
neer, on the subject of the arrangements requisite for carrying out the survey 
indicated. 

4 n 
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No. 413 of 1851. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1074, 
of the 5th August, and accompaniments, regarding the Eastern Narra. 

2. The Officiating Collector, Hyderabad, informed me, in a letter dated 
28th July, that he had directed a man napcd Wishen Sing to proceed at once 
to Shikarpoor to point out the bund said to stop the Narra. This person did 
not reach me till the beginning of September, and until the floods feeding the 
Narra had ceased. 

3. Fortunately, however, the measures I took beforehand to ascertain whe- 
ther the bunds hafP actually the effect attributed, proved so effectual as to 
render the delay of no consequence. 

4. The Narra is fed by two floods, one of which comes from near Siihziil- 
cotc, the other from the low ground between Alice wan and Kashi rnpoor, a 
few miles above Roree. The two floods meet above the bunds at Birha, 
Syed Ali Acbar, and Fukeerabad, and then flow across the country into the 
Narra, filling the artificial bunds on their way. 

5. Now it is perfectly plain that had these bunds really the effect ascribed, 
the floods being prevented from escaping south by the Arore range of hills, 
would return to the Indus above Roi'cc, But this is not the*case, they flow over 
the country between and beyond the bunds into the Narra. From the Arore 
hills to the village of Fukeerabad, a distance of eight miles, the country is 
flooded, the whole of the water flowing steadily to the south-east. 

6. Thus, then, the question about these bunds is set at rest. 

7. What really caused the stoj)pago of the Narra, how the report that the 
Arore masonry bund was the cause aiosc, and with what view that bund was 
constructed, I shall in a day or two endeavour to explain. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 

Sukhur, 2nd October 1851. Executive Engineer, Upper Sind. 


No. 1486 of 1851. 

Public W^orks. Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To H. B. E. Frere, Esq., 

Commissioner in Sind, Kurrachee. 

Sir, — I have the honour to transmit copy of a report, No. 413, dated the 
2nd instant, by Lieutenant Fife, on the Eastern Narra. I agree with Lieute- 
nant Fife, and can add nothing to his report. 
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2. I think it is better to communicate this report at once, than to wait for 
the further information which Lieutenant Fife promises. 

^ * I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Scott, Lieut. Colonel, 
Superintending Engineer in Sind. 

KurracheCy Wth October 1851. 


No. 1493 of 1851. 

PriiLic WoRK.s. Territorial Department, Uevenue. 

To II. B. E. Frere, Esq., ' ^ 

Commissioner in Sind, Kiirrachoe. 

Sir, — As it is not certain when I shall rc(‘eivc Lieutenant Fife’s promised 
additional n^port on tl\e lilastern Narra, and as 1 shall probably be pressed for 
time when it arrives, 1 d(» myself the honour to submit my views on the 
subject at once, altliough it is not necessary that the instructions should be 
issued to Lieutenant Fife until my successor and Captain Tremenhoere m^iy 
arrive. 

2. It seems now quite certain that there is no decided single so ur( e o^ 
supply, the ob.struction of w hich has prevented the Narra running as in former 
years. 

3. It seems also clear that to cut a new head for the Narra would tend to 
destroy the inundated land, some portion of which lies in our own territory, and 
some in that of our ally his Highness Mcer Ali Moorad. We certainly c^tuld 
avoid injuring him, but only by endmnking the canal through all his low lands, 
but this w'oidd be fu'ccarious, looking to the nature of the soil, and certainly 
an expensive operation ; and further, the bed of the Narra is so large and 
so sandy, that it w'ould require a prodigious quantity of water to supply it. 

4. If we aH’orded such a su})ply by a cut into the river, 1 fear very much 
that we might divert a larger quantity of water than could be spared, or that 
we might even cause tlie river to change its course. At present the water is 
mere overflow', and runs so gently over the surface as to cause no danger, but 
let a body of water, 10 or 12 feet deep, pass through the same country, even if 
the ground was hard below (which it is not— it is merely hour-glass sand), 
and I should certainly expect the cut to increase far^beyond our power of 
control. 

'5. There are very few places on the banks of the Indus where we could 
construct a prope||panal head, but luckily just below Uoree we could do so with 
a moral certainty that we should always have a ‘supply of water, and that we 
need not take more than we choose. * 

6. I do not very clearly understand what Captain Baker’s intentions were. 
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but I much doubt whether he ever proposed to allow his canal to enter the bed 
of the Narra : I know he intended it to be perennial. 

7. Nothing is considered a cand in Italy whickdoes not discharge the water 
without manual labour; and, if instead of running down in the bed of the Narra 
and probably losing all the water in the sand, (I should say this would be certain 
in the cold season), we ran it along the bank parallel to the Narra, we could 
get a wide strip of cultivation. 

8. If you agree with me in these opinions. Lieutenant Fife should be 
directed to conduct hi^ survey by a series of moderate circuits, so as to get a 
good general idea of the levels, and he will then be probably able to form a 
rough (istimate of the expense, sufficient to enable you to say whether the work 
is likely to f)ay. 

9. The proper way of proceeding is, I think, first to ascertain whether the 
project is feasible. Captain Baker’s surveys settle that. Next to get the general 
levels of the district (not of a mere line passing through it) and sketching out 
the probable course of the canal ; to frame a rough estimate of the expense and 
returns ; and, finally, if this estimate is sufficiently favourable, to lay down the 
line on the ground and to make a correct estimate. 

10. If tins course be not followed, I am afraid we shall find that w'e have 
taken some line which might lead to extra expense. 

11. There will be some difficulty in crossing the canals in his Highness 
M cor Ali Moorad’s country, as they cut our line, and probably they must be 
passed over the new canal. This adds to the necessity of a preliminary survey 
before the exact plan can be settled. 

12. I am therefore of opinion that, commencing from below Roree, where 
Captain Baker projiosed his head. Lieutenant Fife should be directed to work 
down to the south-east in circuits of about four miles sides; and as three officers 
are to be employed, they would thus be constantly checking each other, an 
object of no slight importance, because when one man makes a circuit, it is 
(juite possible that he should make a double error. 

13. An experienced leveller would not be so liable to it; but 1 know one 
instance where an error of six feet w^as made twice, once in excess and once in 
defect, in one large circuit, and the consequence was that an important project 
was found quite useless. 

14. Three officers working independently, but constantly meeting on the 
same points, would check each other’s work, and if an error did occur, it would 
only cause a loss of a few days to one of them ; it is very unlikely that two men 
would make the same mistake, and it is scarcely possible that all three would. 

I have the honour^ be, kc- 
(Signed) W. Scott, Lieut. Colonel, 
Superintending Engineer in Sind. 


KiirmcheVy WUi Octohet' 1861. 
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No. 2207 of 1861. 


Territorial Department, Revenue. 


From the Commissioner in Sind, 


To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 


My Lord, — W ith reference to previous correspondence noted in the margin, 


Prom Government, No. 6499, 
dated 1 7th June. 

To Government, No. 1447 j 
dated 25tli July. 

Indorsement from ditto, 
No. 8vS()l, dated 4th Sept. 

I’rom Superintending Engi- 
neer, Sind, No. 1486, dated 
lltli instant, with necompmii- 
ineiit. 

I'Vom ditto. No. 1493, dated 
ditto. 


1 have the honour to submit, for the information 
of your Lordship in Council, copies of two 
reports from the Superintending Engineer, fur- 
nishing further particulars on the subject of the 
Eastern Narra. The report considerably simplifies 
the question, by showing that Captain Baker was 
right in his view, and that it now remains to be 
decided how his views can be carried out. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


KnrracheCj 18^4 Octohtr 1851. 


(Signed) 11. B. E. Frere, 

Commissioner in Sind, 


Memorandum of Instructions for Lieutenant Fife. 

1. The principal object Government appear to have in view in employing 
you on your present special duty, is to ascertain whether, by supplying the 
Narra with water from the Indus perennially, the revenues of the Province can 
bo materially increased, and if so, how that supply can best be obtained. 

2. Assuming that the lands on the banks of the Narra are fertile, and that 
the means of cultivating them exist, it is obvious that, to obtain any extensive 
revenue from them, the supply of water should be regular and constant. 

3. In the 15th paragraph of Captain Baker’s report on this subject, a copy 
of which has been furnished you, he mentions, as one of the conditions to be 
met in making a design for a canal to feed the Narra, that it must have a wide 
water-way at a low level, to admit an abundant supply of water during the 
cold w’eather. But the first point to b^scertained is, whether the land pro- 
posed to be irrigated is fertile ; and the next, whether there are the means of 
cultivating it even were water supplied. You should therefore carefully seek 
for traces of former cultivation, inquiring minutely from the inhabitants what 
grain used to be grown, its quality, and yield. You should endeavour to ascer- 
tain the area of such land, and if, as I fear may prove the case, you find the 
population scanty, you should endeavour to learn where they have migrated, 
and the prospect of their return if tlie means of earning a livelihood be pro- 
vided them. 
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4. If, however, the perfect restoration of the Narra, as contemplated by 
Captain Baker, should not prove to be a profitable undertaking, it is still very 
possible that by some more simple and inexpensive works, by which a larger 
body of the inundation w(mld be brought into it, an adequate return for outlay 
might be ensured ; for, if large fishing lakes were provided, and the means af- 
forded of irrigating their immediate banks, the want of population or fertility 
of soil for the more extensive undertaking, might be no objection to the more 
limited design. 

5. The country between Fukeerabad and Tujjul has been partially surveyed 
and levelled, but the statistical information regarding it afforded by 'Captain 
Baker’s report is very meagre. It is said that some undefined portion belongs 
to his Highness Ali Moorad, and that the site of the proposed feeder is inter- 
sected by his canals : their comparative level, and the boundaries of his High- 
ness’ lands, are not sliown, nor noticed in any way. Lieutenant Colonel Scott, 

‘ in the 10th paragraph of his letter, No. 1493, of the 11th October, states that 
he thinks Ali Moorad’s canals should be passed over the new canal, but the 
ground of his opinion is not given. 

(). There also seems very considerable doubt of the capability of the bed of 
the Narra for holding water ; it is spoken of as composed of ‘‘ hour-glass sand,” 
and from its extrgme^ breadth in places, and the absorbent quality of its bed, it 
is supposed to be very unfit for conveying a supply of water to a distance 
economically. 

7. This leads to another important subject of incpiiry, viz., can the required 
siip})ly of water for so long and so wasteful a channel be spared from the Indus, 
during the cold weather, without interfering with its navigation? 

8. On the IHth March last the Commissioner recommended that you should 
** level the whole country from Cutch northwards Oomerkote, and the bed 
of the Narra up to the Indus north of Roree, taking occasional cross levels, east 
to the rising lands of the Desert and west to the Indus ; the northern portion 
of the Narra and all its tributaries being minutely examined.” The object Mr. 
Frere had in view being, to decide what would be the effect of cutting the 
bund or bunds which may exist there ; whether their influence be as great as 
supposed by Captain Rathborne, or as small as believed by Colonel Scott and 
Mr. Inverarity ; wliether tliere be any means of getting the required supply 
other than those sketched out by (^ptain Baker, and if not, what would be 
the cost of carrying out Captain Baker’s plan.” 

9. Captain Crawford, by direction of Government, reported on this propo- 
sition of the Commissioner’s, and showed strong reasons for believing that 
Captain Rathborne had been misled with respect to the cause of the failure of 
the supply of water to the Narra, and expressed an opinion that it would prove 

. positively injurious to interfere with the bunds in anyway; but with regard to the 
remainder of Mr. Frere’s proposition, he recommended that the officer selected 
for superintending the inquiry should ‘‘ fix a bench-mark somewhere in the bed 
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of the Narra where it T)egins to take the form of a single uninterrupted channel.” 
That “ oiie Assistant should proceed to level down the course of the river 
southwards, taking occasional cross sections; the other examining carefully any 
large branches coming from the northward or westward, tracing them, if possi- 
ble, to the point of their issue from the river, and ascertaining what, if any, ob- 
structions do exist.” Further that you “should revise the levels from Roree to 
the bed of the Narra, and examine the ground, by boring, to ascertain its nature, 
with reference to the formation of a new head as proposed by Captain Baker.” 

10. Consequent on the proceedings above detailed, you were employed 
during the last monsoon in examining the bunds supposed to interfere with the 
flow of the inundation into the Narra, the results of which were detailed in your 
reports Nos. 413 to 415, of the 2nd and 7th of October last, and clearly prove that 
(Captain Rath borne had been misinformed, and that were all the bunds to the 
north of the Narra entirely removed, the su])ply of water to it would still be 
precarious and dependent on the extent of tjjc inundation ; the tj’ue cause of the 
want of water being that tlie original channels from the Indus have silted up. 

11. In the mean time Covornmont had dccidt‘d on a survey bi*ing undertaken 
“ for the purpose of determining the line of a feeder to supply the Narra with 
water, and its probable expense but, in reporting on the project, (>ok»n< t 
Scott, in a letter to the Commissioner, No. 1493, of the 11th October last, 
recommended, for certain reasons there given, that instead of rc-supplying the 
Narra, an entirely new canal should be dug parallel with it and near its bank ; 
with which object, he further recommended that you should “ condm t your 
survey by a series of moderate circuits of four miles a side, so as to gc'c a good 
general idea of the levels of the country.” 

12. From the Kith paragraph of your letter No. 415, you appear, though 
on somew'hat difterent grounds from Colonel Scott, to have adopted a nearly 
similar opinion, with this difl’erence, that whereas Colonel S(M>tt se(*ms to have 
contemplated adopting a line for the new canal iu;ar the old bed of the Narra, 
you recommended some line between it and the Indus. 

13. Colonel Scott’s knowlcdgepf the country, and experience in superin- 
tending its canals, entitle his opinions to great attentiem ; but, as 1 gatluT from 
hi.s letters that he speaks of the Narra, and the canals beloivging to his Highness 
Ali Moorad, more from report and general knowledge than from minute and 
careful examination, I do not think there,is any suflicient evidence before us to 
justify our recommending the abandonment of the Narra as a channel, and in- 
curring the heavy outlay of cutting a new canal of such great length, until you 
have, by actual observation and survey, proved its unfitness for the purposes 
which it is reported to have answered in foraier times. 

14. There is, however, one reason given in your letter above quoted, 
which, should it prove on further examination to be correct, will afford a . 
strong argument for abandoning the Narra altogether. I understand that yoii 
expect to find that its banks are not raised like those of the Indus, the lands 
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on either side gradually sloping from the river, and thereby affording facilities 
for cutting canals ; but that the land to the west at least rises from the bed of 
the river towards the Indus. If this be the case (and Captain Baker’s sections 
tend to confirm such an opinion), it is obvious that to irrigate such land will 
require works for raising water. Captain Baker’s levels, however, refer to the 
upper portion of the Narra only, and it is very probable, I think, that the lands 
bordering on the lower part of the river will be found to have a different section. 

15. I have entered thus into detail in placing before you the present state 

of the subject, that you may see how much information is needed, and how 
guarded you should be in forming opinions hastily or on insufficient data. 
A few facts are worth all the theory in the world to enable a correct opinion to 
be formed on a question like the present one ; and I hope that you will now 
be able, by actual measurement and examination, to afford satisfactory data on 
all the points that require to be cleared up, so as to enable Government to 
come to a decision. » 

16. I approve of your having proceeded to Oomerkote for reasons stated 
in your note of the 28th ultimo. On being joined by your Assistants, you 
should, in the first instance, examine the Narra southwards, as far within the 
limits of the Hyderabad Collectorate as it may seem to be available for an 
irrigating channel. A single line of levels along the bed of the river, and a few 
cross sections, will suffice for this portion; but the statistical information indicat- 
ed in the 3rd paragraph, and a full account of the soil of the bed of the river, 
should be carefully acquired. 

17. You should then return northward ; and although Colonel Scott has 
recommended an elaborate system of levelling circuits, I hardly think the 
present state of the question would justify the nHpnsite outlay. If, as he 
supposes, the Narra be unfit for an irrigating channel, much valuable time 
would have been lost, and expense incurred; whereas, if what levels you do 
determine are carefully and accurately taken, and bench-marks at distances 
fixed, the only time lost, should eventually a more detailed levelling survey be 
found necessary, will be simply that of travelling back to the point from which 
levelling is to be resumed. You should take cross sections both to the east 
and west of the river. I will not hamper you by defining their exact distances, 
but I would say generally sufficiently far to determine the extent of country 
capable of irrigation, or to prove it beyond a doubt to be incapable of being so 
treated. Again, where you find desert or worthless land approach near the bed 
of the river, it would of course be useless to delay your progress by extending 
your levels across it, while, on the other hand, the vicinity of any canal or other 
work that may in any way affect the question would be sufficient reason for an 
additional cross section. 

18. This careful examination of the river should extend up as high as 
Tujjul, where Captain Baker’s survey terminates. On your arrival there, you 
should endeavour to find one of his bench-marks, and so join your levels on to 
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his ; and if you succeed in so doing, a few cross sections only need be taken 
between that place and Fukeerabad. 

19. You should take sufficient measurements to enable you to make a plan 
of the river, showing its breadth and soundings at a fixed level. 

20. Should you, at any period of your inquiry, be forced to conclude, on 
undoubted grounds, that it would not be remunerative to restore water to the 
Narra, an immediate report should be made to me ; but you should continue 
the work until you receive further instructions. 

21. Having, in accordance with these instructions, arrived at Fukeerabad, 
one of your Assistants should continue to trace the Narra to its head, and also 
examine all its tributaries, while you carry out, with your remaining Assistant, 
the more immediate object of the survey, viz. to determine the best line of a 
feeder and the expense of forming it. 

22. In the last part of the 14th paragraph Cjf your letter No. 415, you 
.s^iggest a line for the feeder, north, instead of south of Koree as proposed by 
Oajitain llaker. You should carefully examine the advantages of both lines, and, 
liaving selected that which ap])ears to you to be the best, you should prci)are an 
estimate of its cost. 

23. To make this accurately, the soil, to the full depth of the required cn/.- 
ting, should be examined, either by sinking shafts or by boring, and as, if re ck 
prevails, the work will be very expensive, the line which gives the minim am 
quantity of rock-cutting should be adopted. 

24. You will be {leased to keep me informed of your progress juonthly, 
re|)orting, however, intermediately in case anything should occur, or informa- 
tion be gained at all likely to lead to a modification of these instructions. 

(Signed) 11. B. Turner, Major, 

Kurrachoey I \th Dacemher 1851. Siipenntending Engineer, Sind. 


No. 2607 of 1851. 


General Department. 


From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To Major Turner, Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge your letter noted in the margin, and 
No. 1813, of the 11th De- return you my thanks for the very clear siim- 
cember 18.51, forw arding coj)y mary of the present questions at issue contained in 

Fife regarding the Narra Sur- instructions. They Will, 1 think, greatly faci- 

vcy. litate Lieutenant Fife’s labours, and seem to me so 


full and judicious as to require no remark from me. 

2. When you can spare it, I shall be glad if you will return the Memorandum 
to me to be copied and returned to you, as I have, to save time, made no copy. 
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3. With reference to para. 3 of your letter, I may remark, that I had little 
doubt but that if water could be got into the Narra, an ample quantity of 
culturable land would be found at almost any part of its course. I was led to 
this belief from considering, 1 st, that authentic history and tradition concur in 
stating that but a few generations ago there was more cultivation and a greater 
population on the banks of the Narra than exists now on those of the present 
Indus. 2ndly, That I have seen very little land in Sind, as far as Meerpoor, 
which is not culturable if water can be supplied to it. 3rdly, That even the 
Western Desert, when rain falls, affords, in every district, a large proportion of 
culturable land. 

4. Still I was anxious that nothing should be undertaken till such reasoning 
had been confirmed by the observations of an able and intelligent officer, look- 
ing at the district with this particular object in view. 

T). Regarding Colonel Stfott’s doubts of the fitness of the Narra for a chan- 
nel, I did not myself, judging from the past history of the river, and what we 
now see in the Delta, expect them to prove well grounded.; but I had no per- 
sonal knowledge of the locality, and I considered that such doubts, expressed 
by so able and experienced an officer, were entitled to every attention. It 
seemed to me, however, a point on which accurate data for a decided opinion 
were wanting, and I was most anxious that Lieutenant Fife should not take 
either the fitness or unfitness of the channel as an established fact, but that he 
should look at the country with the feeling that the best line of the proposed 
channel was a point on which he was to make up his mind from what he saw. 

6. You will see then that 1 quite concur with you in thinking it premature 
to design the feeder till the points in question are decided, but that my impres- 
sion is that an ample quantity of culturable land will be found ; and I further 
incline to the expectation, that if arrangements are made for pouring a regular 
sup})ly of water annually into the Narra, at any point below where its channel 
becomes well defined, the channel will be found good enough to make it a very 
profitable speculation, though, till Lieutenant Fife examines and reports, it will 
still be doubtful whether or not the profits may not be increased by some mode 
of conveying the water more economical than by letting it run in the old natural 
channel. 

7. I shall be glad if Lieutenant Fife will ascertain from the Zemindars, &c. 
as accurately as he can without personal examination, the names and boundaries 
of the Purgunnahs, or other local sub-divisions through which the Narra passes, 
or which any line he may choose is likely to intersect. This information will 
be found very necessary in any future adjustment of the cost and profits of the 
undertaking with his Highness Meer Ali Moorad. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 

KurrachePy 22nd December 1851. Commissioner in Sind. 
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No. 677 of 1852. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To the Right Honomble Lord Viscount Falkland, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in Council. 

My Lord, — With reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Malet’s letter No. 10488, 
dated 5tli November last, we have the honour to submit, for the information 
of your Lordship, a memorandum of instructions drawn up by the Superintend- 
ing Engineer, Sind, for the guidance of Lieutenant Fife in the carrying on of 
the special duty to which he has been appointed, together with coj)y of a letter, 
No. 2607, dated 22nd December, on the subject of those instructions, from the 
Commissioner in Sind to the address of Major Turner. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Lt. Col. Commandant, 

Chief Engineer. 

„ J. Swanson, Major. 

Bombay, Military Board Office, 21th January 1852. 


Extract (para, \) of Government reply. No, 936, dated Wth February 1S52. 

1. I have been directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter lVo. 677, 
dated 27th ultimo, with enclosures, and to inform you that the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council has been pleased to approve of the instructions 
drawn uj) by the Superintending Engineer in Sind for the guidance of Lieute- 
nant Fife in surveying the Narra River. 


No. 55 OF 1852. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To Major II. B. Turner, 

Superintending Engineer, Sind, Kurrachee. 

Sir, — In continuation of previous correspondence, I have the honour to sub- 
mit my final report on the Eastern Narra. 

2. In this report, it will be observed, I have not noticed the various theories 
that w ere mooted previous to the survey. They would only have had the effect 
of rendering the report complex and less useful for practical purposes. I have, 
however, given that portion of the subject relating to the abstraction of too 
great a quantity of water from the Indus, and on which point Major Baker 
expressed fears, careful consideration. I shall now endeavour to explain how 
Major Baker's misapprehension arose. 
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3. Major Baker, in the 3rd paragraph of his report on the subject, states 
that ‘‘*from Fukeerabad to Janoojee the channel of the Narra is well marked, 
it is 20 feet below the level of the country, and from 300 to 600 feet wide 
and in the 11th paragraph, that a reference to the profile taken along the 
Narra will show that the slope of its channel is nearly parallel to that of the 
Indus, but about 20 feet lower than its cold weather level.” To give a general 
idea of the river, this description is sufficiently correct ; and his clear, but not 
detailed report, plainly showed how easy it would be to supply the Narra from 
the Indus. 

4. But, for actually carrying out the project, something more than a 
general description is required : accuracy and detail are necessary. In design- 
ing works to afford the supply of water, we have to deal not so much with the 
first seventy miles of the channe l as with the- first tliirty, or such a limited length 
as may be supposed to materially affect the project. Observe what a difference 
takes place when the facts are confined to a certain portion of the river. 

5. Three accurate sections of the Narra were taken last season. In the* first, 
immediately below Trigadco, the extreme width was 1 83 feet, extreme de[)th 
20*45 feet, area of section 2434*79 square feet. In the scicond, a little bch)w 
Lehra, the extreme width was 224 feet, extreme depth 18*58 feet only, area of 
section 2268*50. In the third, some disUnce below Lehra, the extreme width 
was 181 feet, extreme depth 20*47 feet, and area of st‘Ction 2723*26 feet; and 
besides these sections, the width of the chaniud was taken in several other 
places, the same result being obtained, viz. that the avi'rage width was 200 
feet, and that it gradually increased lower down. In my report, I think I have 
clearly showm how materially this smallness of capacity of* the N arra affects the 
escape of the water from the suj)ply channel. 

6. Next, with respect to the slope of the bed of the Nafra, it is quite true 
that at its head the bed is 20 feet below the cold weather level of the Indus, 
and that at Tujjul, 70 miles lower dowm, it is nearly as much, but between 
those places this dc])th is not maintained. At Janoojee, about 20 miles from 
the head, the bottom of the Narra is only 12 feet below the cold weather level 
of the Indus, and below Saida, 20 miles further down, or 40 miles from the 
head, it is only 10 feet below the Indus. With the dej)th at Tujjul we have 
little to do, the distance is far too great for the depth at that place to aflect the 
stream in the upper reaches. 

7. It was the want of data in respect to tlie capacity of the Narra in its up- 
per part, and the overlooking of the want of fall to Janoojee, which, I think, led 
Major Baker, when sketching out the project, to take an exaggerated view of 
the danger of drawing too much water from the Indus. Were the Narra 600 
feet wide near its head, and w^ere the depth of 20 feet below the Indus continu- 
ous instead of occasional, the question would wear a different aspect. As it 
stands, the supply channel would only be liable to enlargement during the first 
few seasons after it is opened, and even tlien tlie liability would not be great. 
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Indeed, had we not the assistance of occasional large floods to keep down the 
accumulation of silt in the Narra, there would be great reason to fear that at no 
very distant period after the opening of the supply channel it would become 
almost impossible to get an ample supply of water down the Narra. 

8. My project for supplying the Narra, it will be observed, is framed to 
meet the present wants of the country in respect to water. It has not been 
forgotten, however, that it is possible a larger or even perennial supply may 
hereafter become desirable. But even supposing the perennial supply to be at 
once necessary, it is plain that by carrying out the more simple project first, and 
observing the actual effect in the irregular natural channel of the Narra, we 
should obtain accurate data for designing works for a perennial supply. Let it 
be seen in actual practice what effect the artificial supply has in causing a silt 
deposit near the head of the Narra, and what quantity of water it would be 
iH'(*c»ssary to have in the Narra for its navigation, and then we shall be able to 
s('(? clearly what success would attend a projecit for the })erennial suj)ply. 

1). In th(‘ course of a day or two 1 shall submit a proposal for continuing 
the survey in the Hyderabad districts during the aj)])roaching season. 

< 1 have, &;c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fifi 3, liioutcmant, 

Kurrachccj \6th. September 1852. On S{)ecial duty. 


Report on the E(L^tern JVarra^ from Its head near the Town of Roree to Us 
confluence with the Pooraun near Wata/a Razor ; its sources of supphj ; the 
nature of the, country alontj its hanks ; the. culticatiou and revenm derlred ; 
the, effect of throwing a regular f^nppli/ of the Indus waUrr into it ; and the 
pro!) d)le return on the outlay re(pdred to carry on the project, 

1. To the south-east of the towft of Uorce there is a low tract of land, 
whi(;h lays between the rocky range running south from that place and the 
sand-hills of the Eastern Desert of Sind. In the centre of this tract the head 
of the Eastern Narra is formed, for though the supply of water it receives 
sometimes leaves the Indus 100 miles higher up the country and reaches the 
Narra by means of a depression, it is only from the centre of this tract that the 
channel becomes well-marked and continuous. Near the village of Kharee 
the channel is 200 feel in width and 20 feet below the level of the country. 
Converging on this locality there are numerous smaller feeding channels, 
which, though wide and deep where they enter the Narra, rapidly diminish in 
capacity towards their sources. • The largest of these comes from the north 
from Fukeerabad, three others come from the vicinity of Birha, and further 
south there is a large one near Lehra. Besides these there are many others, 
but they are smaller and extend only a short distance from the Narra. 
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2 . When, during the inundation, the Indus attains its maximum height, lit 
frequently overflows its eastern bank at various points between Roree and 
Bhawulpoor. The water, after escaping over the bank of the river, passes, by 
means of the depression mentioned in the preceding paragraph, southwards to 
the head of the Narra, into which it is conveyed by the feeding channels, 
though, when the supply is great, it also completely inundates the valley from 
the sand-hills on the east to the rocks on the west side. It is these floods which 
form the Narra su[)ply. They are very variable : they depend on the height 
the Indus attains, the time which it remains at or near that height, and the 
direction its stream takes near the points of overflow; and these vary every season. 
Hence it is that the Narra’s supply is so uncertain. During some seasons, no 
water at all reaches the N arra ; during others the supply is so great, that it not 
only fills the channel of the Narra but also completely inundates the country 
along its banks as well. Sir Alexander Burnes mentions that in 1826 a flood 
from the Narra reached Luckput, cutting through the Allah Bund, a natural 
obstruction caused by an earthquake. In 1833 a flood passed down as far as 
Wanga Bazar. In 1843 Major Baker saw near the head of the river the recent 
marks of a flood which had ysen eighteen feet, la 1844, he reported that the 
water did not rise more than four feet at the same place. Last year a flood rose 
twenty-three feet above the bed of the river, filling the channel and flooding the 
country along its banks to a dej)th of two or three feet as well. This flood only 
lasted about fil’teen days. Had it lasted longer, or had the numerous large 
duiuls along its course through the Hyderabad districts not been completely 
dry, it would have reached Wanga Bazar. During the present season another 
large flood has passed down. Few seasons pass without some water reaching the 
Narra, but generally the floods are not great enough, or do not last long enough, 
to be of any practical use. 

3. After passing between the villages of Ghurree and Lehra, the channel 
of the Narra increases in capacity till, at Salehput, it attains a width of about 
300 feet, and at Janoojec, 16 miles lower down, it is 600 feet in width. 

4. From the village of Trigadee to Janoojee the valley of the Narra is an 
alluvial plain, and well adapted for almost every kind of cultivation. 

5. Below Janoojee both the river and country change tlieir character. The 
channel increases in width, diminishes in depth, and becomes very irregular. 
The country, which is denominated the Thurr, is covered with enormous sand- 
hills, extending on every side as far as the eye can reach, and presenting a 
singular but very desolate appearance. Occasionally, however, between the 
sand-hills rich tracts of alluvial soil are met with. Immediately below Janoo- 
jee one of these is found, and which, when the flood is great, receives its supply 
from an overflow below Salehput. Below the village of Saida another is met 
wdtli, called the Rainee, and which was formerly watered by a flood said to 
come from near Bhawulpoor. During the last season some of this tract was 
fertilized by water from the Narra passing up it. Besides these tliere are 
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tnany smaller tracts, some of which, from being almost surrounded by sand- 
hills, retain water for a considerable period after the flood lias subsided. Of 
these dunds, as they are termed, there are two near the village of Soharo, one 
about six miles below Saida, and another at Joorearrow. The two last men- 
tioned are each about two miles in circumference, ^ 

6. At Tujjul the valley becomes much wider, the sand-hills receding to a 
distance of five or six miles from the river. But the plain between is covered 
with small hillocks, and there is very little culturable land. The occasional 
patches of soil met with are thin and sandy. The channel of the river increases 
greatly in width, but its depth is inconsiderable. The country continues of the 
same character as Sir as Togacha, a distance of fifty miles, the channel of 
the river being in some jilaces between two and three thousand fi^et wide, the 
banks low and sandy, and covered wifh not very luxuriant jungle. 

7. In the neighbourhood of Togacha an important change takes place both 
in the country and in the river. The sand-hills on the west bank terminate, 
and in jilace of them there is a beautiful alluvial plain, extending without inter- 
rupj;ion the whole way across to the Indus. On the oast bank, though the 
sand-hills still continue close to the river, the valleys betwecuj tluim are occuf)i- 
ed by numerous dunds, in the beds of which there is excelhmt soil. Altogether 
there are nearly 400 of thesti dunds (lakes as sonui of them deserve to be called h 
some of which are three miles in length, a mile in breadth, and in places tliiriy 
1‘cet deep. They arc generally connected with the river by narrow channels, 
and arc so much below it, that until they are filled, the river makes bin little 
onward progress. Sometimes they occur singly, at others in clusters «>f thirty 
and forty all connected with one another; and where the jungle on their shores is 
luxuriant they arc most picturesque. 

8. The river, in place of flowing through f)ne broad channel, throws out two 
branches a short distance above Togacha. The eastern branch skirts the fiiot of 
th(‘ sand-hills, supplying many of the dunds, and rejoining the main stream at 
I^uttaee. The western branch, as far as Mittrow, flows through a sandy soil, hut 
beyond that place it reaches the alluvial jdain, where the channel disappears, 
and the water spreads over and fertilizes the plain for many miles, ultimately 
returning to the main stream at Bukkar, about fourteen miles lower down. 

9. At Bukkar the Narra is much smaller than it is higher up, and at (>ho- 
teearce and Mitta Khan-ke-Tanda, a few miles lower down, it is not more than 
500 feet i^dde. The channel is through alluvial soil. 

10. Below Mitta Khan-ke-Tanda the river throws out a branch, the waters 
of which, after passing Sirenwarree, spread over the plain and fertilize it. The 
water returns to the main stream near Koobah. The river itself turns eastward 
into the Thurr, and flow^s through numerous dunds, all traces of the channel 
being lost. After filling nearly fifty of these dunds it emerges from the Thurr 
again at Khetee, where it has a well-defined channel. 

11. At Kippra the channel is through alluvial soil : it is 1,300 feet wide and 
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5 feet in depth. About two miles below the village, however, it almost vanishes ; 
there is a depression about 1,100 feet wide, but it is only 3 feet below the plain. 
When a large body of water comes down the river, a great deal of it escapes 
over the west bank above Kippra, and, after flooding and fertilizing a large tract 
of land, returns to the river at Dilliar, about ten miles further south. On such 
occasions the land between the river and the sand-hills is also flooded. 

12. From Kippra to Ding the course of the river lays through the alluvial 
plain, though occasionally the sand-hills are close to it. The channel is wide 
but very little below the country. Immediately below the village of Ding there 
are the traces of a bund, which was thrown across the channel by one of the 
Meers, with the view of forcing the water into tlie plain. It was, however, 
turned and carried away by the stream during a heavy flood. 

13. Between Ding and Choondawjft the sand-hills recede eastward to 
Oomerkoto, forming a kind of bay, across which the river takes a direct course 
7na Trimmoo. The channel in some [daces is large and well-defined though not 
deep ; in other places it is scarcely perceptible. During high floods the 
whole country from Oomerkote to Soomara, a distance of eighteen niiles^ is 
sometimes under water. The land on both banks is (^Ycicllent, and fit for almost 
any kind of cro[). A short distance above Choondawah there is an old canal, 
which runs towards Oonunkote. It is about 30 l‘o(*t wide, 4 feet in depth, and 
in a very good state of preservation. It was forjiu'd by one of the Kaloras, for 
tlie j)urp()S(i of trans|)orting stone for the constniction of a fort at Oomerkote. 

14. From Choondawah to Nowakote the Narra, or the “ Ilakra,” as it is 
termed in this part of the country, skirts the foot of the Thurr. There is good 
soil, however, along its banks and in its bed; lu'ar Nowakote the channel is 
very large and dee[). 

15. At Ni^wakote the river flows in two channels. The largest one is 
termed the “Sairee Dhora,” and runs in a south-w(isterly direction Wanga- 
ka-(iote, wlierc it joins the Pooraun. The other channel, still under the name 
ofthellakra, continues to skirt the foot of the Thurr for about thirty miles, 
after which it joins the Pooraun below Wanga Bazar. 

16. From Wanga Bazar the waters of the Narra pass by means of the 
channel of the Pooraun to Luckjiut, where, after completing from the head of the 
river a course of 300 miles, they enter the sea. As far as lioma-ka-Bazar, in the 
vicinity of which place the British territory terminates, there is a great deal of 
culturable land, but below that place, within the possessions of the Rao of Cutch, 
the soil is said to be much impregnated with salt and very unfavourable. 

17. In proportion to the extent of country there are very few permanent 
villages, or even traces of villages, in the valley of the Narra. Those near the 
head, “ Lehra,’’ “ Ghurree,'* Salehput,” and “ Barg,” and those within the 
Hyderabad Collectorate below Togacha, Mittrow,” “ Sirenwarree,” “ Mitta 
Khan-ke-Tanda,” “ Choteearee,” as far as Wanga Bazar, are all permanent, but 
none are lai^ge, though, from the mins of musjids found near some of them, they 



41 


were evidently places of some importance formerly. Those between Barg and 
Mittrow are all temporary, the houses being constructed of brushwood only. It 
may be assumed, therefore, that the population was never very great, though it 
is likely that formerly, whenever the supply of water was more abundant and 
regular than it has been of late years, there were many more inhabitants than 
there are now. 

18. * TIic present inhabitants gain a livelihood by rearing cattle, feeding 
flocks, fishing, and by carrying on a grain export trade with Jeysulrnere and 
the States outlying the Thurr ; and whenever that part of the country is blessed 
with rain, or the Narra brings down any water, they eagerly avail themselves of 
the facilities for raising a crop, no matter how small. Whatever rain may be to 
those residing near the Indus and within the influence of its fertilizing effects, to 
the inhabitants of the Narra valley it is truly a blessing: they are not only 
enabled to obtain comforts by means of their crops, but the Thurr, after rain, 
yields an (‘xcellent grass for the cattle, thus giving them an additional advantage. 

19. Whenever the Narra lauds arc flooded to an extent greater than the 
^leojile living along its banks can cultivate, others living near the Indus, after 

reaping the Khurreef crop in September, readily travel across to the Narra 
for (he Itubbee crop, which, from the small capital n'fpiired, holds out to (.k; 
poorer classes pecidiar inducements to cultivate. 

‘JO. No irrigating canals arc met with near the Narra, and with the excep- 
tion of the dunds, in wliich cultivation is carried on the wholes year round, and 
|)atches of land on the banks and in tlie bed of the river fertilized by occasional 
rain during the hot season, the cultivation carried on is entirely Rnbbee, for 
which the soil is almost everywhere w^ell adapted. The produce consists of 
wheat, bjiiiey, moong, syrree, jamba, and e(dton, and from the dunds there are 
also jowairee and chowra and other vetches. Some of the latter are said to 
grow w itli extraordinary luxuriance, the light soil found in some parts of the 
dunds, with tlie great licat and abundant supf)ly of water, bgjfig peculiarly 
favourable to them. The dunds arc also famous for their fisheries. The fish 
attain an enormous size, and, as the dunds gradually dry u]), are easily caught. 

21. About twenty years back, when the last great flood occurred, the 
greater portion of the produce was at once exportcid to tlie States beyond the 
Tluiir, a small quantity only being carried towards the Indus. This is an 
important fact when considered in reference to the revenue of Sind, for it is 
evident that the production of a large quantity of grain in the Narra valley is 
not likely to affect materially the quantity already annually raised near the 

by causing an ovciplus in the country. 

22. The statements wliieii have been made regarding the revenue formerly 
obtained from th<‘ Nana are very vague and conflicting. By some it has been 
rated as high as six laks; by others at two laks. From the immense quantity 
of land watered by the Narra during great floods, and the fact of the smallness 
of the population on its banks in the Hyderabad Collectorate being no 
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impediment to the cultivation of a large Rubbee crop, the requisite number of 
people coming from the vicinity of the Indus, where, during the cold season, they 
have but scanty employment, there can be little doubt that one statement 
frequently made by the people does not exceed the tnith. This sets the revenue 
of the country south of Togacha down at two laks during very favourable 
seasons. The revenue of the upper ^portion of the valley, from Togacha to its 
head, was stated to be about Rs. 00,000 under similar circumstances; the greater 
yiart of this was obtained at the head of the valley. This brings the total 
revenue up to two laks and sixty thousand Rujiecs. 

23. It is not to be expec‘t(‘cl that, at this space of time, the current reports 
of the former revenue of the Narra valley can be relied on for accuracy. It is 
likely they arc exaggerations; still they must have had some foundation, and, 
considering the enormous quantity of good land fertilized, at a rough compu- 
tation 2.^)0 square miles, the number of people near the Indus who have no 
(imployment during the cold scasrm, and the jieculiar inducements the Rubbee 
croj) holds out to them to cultivate, there is every reason to believe that, during 
favourable seasons, the revenue must have been very great, and that the state-* 
nients fixing it at two laks and sixty thousand Rupees do not exceed the truth. 

24. The flood which passed down the Narra last yi‘ar only reached Siren- 
warree. Its strength was exjiended in filling about 1 00 of the dunds which had 
been quite dry for years : it had just reached the alluvial plain from wdiich the 
greater portion of the revenue was formerly derived. Its useful effects were 
confined to the head of the Narra, about half of the dunds, and the edge of the 
alluvial plain from Mittrow to Sirenwarree. The revenue obtained was as 
follows : — 

From the Jaghire lands at the head of the Narra from Fukeer- 

abad to Barg, about Rs. 15,000 


From the lands between Barg and Soharo „ 5,000 

From the lands between Soharo and Ubrow, including about 35 
dunds. This portion of the valley constitutes a part of the 
possessions of Meer Ali Moorad; no account of its revenue 

has been obtained, but it cannot have been less than „ 5,000 

From the lands from Mittrow to Ubrow on the west bank, and 
from those on both banks from Ubrow to Sirenwarree, includ- 
ing one hundred and sixty dunds (see Appendix) „ 10,000 


Total. . . . Rs. 35,000 

The Collector of Hyderabad states that the revenue would have been greater 
but for a blight which injured some of the crops. 

But for the jungle which has sprung up during the last twenty years and 
covered a great deal of good land near the Narra, the revenue would have been 
much greater. A great deal of land was cleared last season, and if the supply 
of water were more regular, the whole would soon be cleared again. 
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Part II. 

25. From the foregoinpr description, and a reference to the sketch mop of 
the course of the Narra vvitli tlie cross sections, it will be observed that the 
channel is of great capacity only where ii^is of least consequence, for the ])ur- 
poses^ of cultivation,, that it should be completely filled. At its head, and iiuhn'd 
some distance below Salchput, the channel is of very moderate capacity, and 
might easily be filled by an artificial supply. Where the country is coinjiara- 
tively sterile, from Janoojee to Togacha, the channel is very large; but below 
Togaeha, w^here the land is so excellent, the channel becomes smaller, and 
below Kipj)ra it nearly vanishes altogether, while, from that^place to near its 
junction with the Pooraun, it is nowluMe of a capacity so great as to make a 
project for filling it to useful purpose at all difficult. 

20. It w ill also be seen that there is abundance of low land near the Narra ' 
which it would be easy to inundate for the Uubbee croj), that where the banks 
are high Khurreef might be carried on, and that in the numerous duiids there 
are jieculiar facilities for admitting and retaining w^atcr for both fisheries and 
cultivation. 

27. It will, moreover, have been noticed, that owing to the scantiness- of 
the present population of the Narra valley, a large revenue could only be 
obtained by means of an extensive llubbee crop, which would be j>rinci pally 
raised by a migratory class of people from the vicinity of the Indus. 

28. To obtain a lUibbee crop from the low lands near the Nawa, and a 
small Khurreef crop, or as much as the present population could cultivate, from 
land secure, or which might easily be rendered secure from inundation, and to 
obtain the revenue from the dunds, an abundant supply of water during the 
inundation, or from April to Detober only, is necessary. A cold weather suj)p]y 
would be of little use, if not a positive disadvantage : it would flow through 
lands already watered, and it might interfere with the cultivation on the low 
lands. For the purjioses of navigation, or even for irrigation, supposing a 
perennial canal were carried from the Narra on to the plain below Mittrow, 
such a siijq)ly may at some future time become desirable, but for the present it 
would only have the effect of increasing the expense of the project. 

29. To throw a regular and abundant supply of the Indus water into the 
Narra, there are, at its head, extraordinary riatural advantages. The Narra, 
near Kharee, where its channel is well defined, is only eleven miles from the 
Indus; the bottom of the channel is tw^enty feet below the (fold weather level of 
the Indus ; and the Indus at llorce, where it pa.sses through a deep channel in 
the rock, is liable to no variation in its course. Thus there is an ample fall to 
draw' off with ease a large supply of water, and there is no liability of having 
that supply rendered uncertain from the Indus forsaking its present course. 

30. From the proximity of the channel of the Narra to the Indus, and the 
great difference of level between them, there is, however, a liability of more 
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water being taken from the Indus than could be spared, or even of transferring 
the Indus itself to the valley of the Narra. This liability certainly, as will 
presently be seen, is very slight, and would probably soon be entirely removed 
if a regular supply of the Indus water were thrown into the Narra. But still 
an event fraught with such serious cUcisequences deserves, no matter how slight 
the chance may be, the most careful consideration and the most effectual 
remedy. 

31. An undue quantity of water might be withdrawn from the Indus, or 
the Indus might change its course through the effoct on the country of the 
large floods which sometimes escape from it into the Narra. It will be observed 
by a referenco tf) the profiles of the country between the Indus and the head of 
the Narra in Slw^et No. 2, that the plain from the village of Kotree slopes at the 
rate of abf)ut two feet jier mile to the edge of the Narra. In consequence of 
this great fall, the flood water, when the country is inundated near Kotree and 
Birha, runs with considerable rapidity into the Narra. It is the action of this 
water which has formed the numerous feeding channels shown in the map. 
Besides forming the fcicding channels, the floral also cuts up the ])Iain where- 
ever it meets with any resistance : after it has passed, the rof)ts of bushes are 
sometimes left exposed, the soil having been cut away. With every great 
flood the fer'ding channels undergo enlargement, as well as the Narra itself. 
Drnibtless this alteration j)rocecds very slowly, for the soil is tenacious, and 
great floods occur only at considerable intervals ; still fhere is no correcting 
agency at work when the saj)})Iy of w^atcr is moderate. No silt is dcj)osited j 
the flood water, of which the Narra’s supply exclusively consists, is (piite clear; 
the silt is thrown down directly the water leaves the Indus, and never reaches 
the Narra. Some of these feeding channels, by continually extending, might 
at length reach the Indus. There would then bo a direct and uncontrolled 
communication between the two rivers, and this might lead to an undue quan- 
tity of water being drawn from the Indus, or even to the Indus changing its 
course. Obviously the most eflVctual wuy of averting so serious an evil, is to 
create a compensating deposit of silt in the channel of the Narra. This would 
be ettected by thi-owing, under proper restrictions, a regular supply of the 
Indus water into tlie Narra. 

32. In forming a su[)})ly channel from the Indus to the Narra to meet the 
wants of the valley in respect to cultivation^ and which would also have the useful 
effect explained in the preceding paragraph, its liability to enlargement by the ac- 
tion of the stream, an® the consequent risk of taking too inueh water from the Indus 
or of causing a change in its course, must next be considered.. It will be seen by 
a reference to the profile of the lands near the head of the Narra valley in Sheet 
No. I, that the bottom of the Narra near its head is about twenty feet below the 
cold weather level of tlie Indus, and that the bed has a fall of about six inches 
per mile as far as Salehput, but that from that place to Janoojee, a distance of 
sixteen miles, it has no full whatever, and that at the latter place it is only twelve 
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feet below the corresj)onding point in the Indus parallel to it. It will also be 
remembered that the capacity of the Narra at Its head is by no means great, 
and that it continues to be very moderate for a distance of maliy miles. Tlie 
elFect of these peculiarities in the Narra, on the subject under consideration, are 
obvious ; a large body of water could not e^ape from the supply channel down 
the Narra at a low level. Any considerable body of water would completely 
fill the Narra at its head from its want of capacity, and though, lower down, 
the width increases, the bed has no fall. Hence, supposing the Indus to have 
attained its maximum inundation height of thirteen feet above the cold weather 
level, and that a sufficient supply were thrown into the Narra to fill it, the Indus 
would only be twelve feet above the Narra and at a distance of eleven miles, 
a fall wdiich, with ordinary precautions, need cause no ajiprehension. The water 
could only escape down the Narra at a low' level when very inconsiderable in 
(juantity, or when it would have little or no scouring power in the supply 
channel. But the peculiarities in the form of the channel of tlie Narra would 
have another important efh^ct, supposing a regular supply of the Indus water 
lu'avily charged with silt were thrown into it: the channel would rapidly diminish 
in (lej)th, a large quantity of silt would rapidly accumulate between Salehpvt 
and Janoojec, where there is a want of fall in the bed, and this would be followed 
by an accumulation at the head of the river. The slope of the bed from the 
liead to Janoojee would bect)nic more uniform, and the depth below the Indus 
n'ducod. The occasional Hoods to which tlic Narra is liable would no doubt tend 
to keep the accumulation of silt down, and they would he useful in this way ; 
but there can be no question that in a channel of so singular a form the aceu- 
^nulation of silt would to a eertuiii point predominate. 

b3. The tract of country t)v or which tlie waters of the Narra may be madcs 
available for the purpose of cuUivaiioii is very extensive ; and hereafter, when 
w'orks for the [)urp(jse of irrigation are applied, the extent of country cultivated 
will bo limited by the quantity of water. For the purposes of navigation also a 
very abundant supply will Ijc reejuisiic. In determining a line for tlic supply 
chvinnel therefore, it is imj)ortant that none of the fall should l)e thrown away 
by adopting a circuitous route, and that the supply channel sliould enter the 
Narra w'here its capacity is large, or where, supposing it should become desir- 
able to increase it, the increase may be easiest effected, am})le provision being of 
course made to prevent the supply channel at any time increasing to a size 
greater than may be required. 

34. The area of a mean section of the Narra, obtained fIRm sections oppo- 
site and below the village of Lehra, is 2,828*85 square feet, and the slope of 
the bed below tliat place is 6 inches per mile. These conditions, according to 
the formula of Du Buat, make its discharge, when full, 8,4 1 3 cubic feet per 
second. During the inundation the maximum height attained by the Indus 
above the zero of the water gauge in Fort Bukkar, or above the cold weather 
level; is 13 feet, but the river only remains at this height for a few days in the 
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season, the common height being about 11 feet during the months of June, July, 
and August, and considerably less from April to June ai^ from August to 
November. In the following projects for filling the Narra, the supply channel 
gives the required discharge of 8,413 cubic feet per second, with the Indus at 
1 1 feet above zero. 

35. In the map of the country between the head of the Narra and the Indus 
(Sheet No. 2), the red dotted lines show the various lines of levels that were taken 
last season. From these three different lines for the su[)ply channel were 
selected. The project for each has been separately calculated and estimated. The 
line for the first project (colon red green), leaves the Indus below the town of Force ; 
thenc.e it runs close past the village of (Ibbeejano, and through the opening in 
the hills at Arore, and from that ])lace goes direct to the nearest point of the 
Narra b(‘low the village of Kharee. The line for the second project (coloured 
yellow), leaves the Indus immediately above Itoiec, and then skirts the range 
of hills as far as Arore; from Arore it runs direct to the nearest point of the 
Narra, corres[)onding in this respect with the first project. The third project 
(coloured red) coincides with the second as far as the village of Kumbra, but 
from that point it takes a more southerly direction, and joins the Narra below 
Lehra, following in the three last miles of its course the direction of one of the 
natural hnnling chuuiuds of the Narra. 

3(). The line for the first project very nearly corresponds with a line of 
levels taken by Major Baker to demonstrate the feasibility of supplying the 
Narra from the Indus. It differs from it only in being rather shorter, going 
inside instead of outside the village of Ubbec'jano, and running into the Narra 
at its nearest bend somewhat below the ])oint where Major Baker entered it,^ 
instead of opposite the village of Trigadec;. 

37. The head of this channel [)asses between two detached rocks (see 
Sheet No. 3) below Force. At()2() yards from its head it is cut through the rock. 
Embankments of stone connect the detached rocks with the bank of the river. 
These would be constructed with the material removed in cutting the rock 
further on. They are necessary to prevent the water entering the head of the 
supply channel from two or three different points, in which case, there would 
be a likelihood of their all failing on the subsiding of the river. There is no 
clay between the rocks ; there is nothing but loose sand, which is swept away 
during tlic lu'ight of the inundation, a fresh accumulation taking place as the 
river subsides. A great deal of the remainder of the material removed in the 
rock-cutting woufPbe used in facing the earthen slopes, above and below where 
the channel passes through the rocks, to preserve them, as the channel makes 
rather an abrupt turn, and tlie stream w'ould otherwise act injuriously on 
the banks. 

38. The bottom of the channel is carried on a uniform slope from the cold 
weather level of the Indus, to within five feet of the bottom of the Narra, the 
fall being at the rate of about one foot per mile. This fall is sufficient to secure 
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a good stream, and five feet would probably be the extent to which the bed of 
tlie Narra would rise were an artificial supply regularly thrown into it. If the 
bed of the Narra were to assume a uniform slope at the ratft of about nine 
inches per mile, or the same slope as the Indus, upwards from Janoojee, the 
depth where the supply channel enters it would be reduced from twenty to 
twelve feet. This would make it three feet above tlie bottom of the supply 
channel; as, however, the occasional heavy floods to which the Narra is liable 
would tend to keep down the accumulation of silt, the probable reduction in the 
depth of the channel has been taken at five feet, or up to the bottom of the 
supply channel. In this project the supply channel has a width at bottom of 
183 feet, the depth of the water being eleven feet ; when the Indus is at that 
height, its slope, velocity, and discharge are as follows : — 
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Second. 

Velocity at 
Bottom pel* 
Second. 

Mean Velocity. 
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lied. 
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1 
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In the above, and in the succeeding calculations for the vtdocity and discharvie, 
the formula of Du Buat has been used. The channel is nearly fifteen miles in 
length, and the estimate amounts to Hs. 6,05,5()2. 

39. The ])ecnliar recommendation of this project is, that in case of a large 
supply of water being required during the cold weather, the head of the cliannel 
which lays between the rocks forming the banks of th(^ Indus is not liable to 
be masked by an extensive accumulation of silt and the sup])ly thus rendered 
uncertain. 

40. The objections to it, however, are great ; the circuitous course greatly 
increasijs the expense, both from making the channel longer, and, by reason of 
the fall being disseminated over a greater base, larger in section than would be 
refjuired in a more direct route. But there is a greater objection than the 
increase of cost. From the addition of nearly four miles to the length, there is 
a serious waste of fall. This will be apparent by an inspection of the profiles 
in Sheet No. 2. If a body of water sufficient to be of any practical use were 
thrown into the Narra during the cold season, there would be but little differ- 
ence of level betw^een the two rivers; the fall would be insufficient. It would 
be almost impossible to keep the channel open, or to get anyt)|inglik^ an ample 
supply through it. Another disadvantage in the project is, that the channel 
would not enter the Narra at an advantageous point, the capacity being less near 
Kharee than it is lower down. The channel would, moreover, cross the country 
from Arore to the Narra in a direction oblique to the course of the floods, 
which, as indicated by the various feeding channels, run in a more southerly 
direction than the line of the channel. This is a serious objection ; a strong stream 
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would be created outside the embankment of the supply channel from Kotree 
to the Narra, a distance of about four miles. This would result either in the 
formation of a larj^e channel, or in the embankment being cut away and the flood 
water forcing its way into the supply channel, which might then be enlarged 
to a serious extent, and by an agency over which we should have no control. 
Both the last objections might be alleviated by taking the supply channel into 
the river below Lehra, but this would increase the already large estimate to 
about Us. 6,40,000. 

41. In the second project the supply channel leaves the Indus immediately 
above lloree and at a point where the channel of the river is subject to but very 
little variation. At 1,130 yards from its head it is cut through rock at the end 
of a si)ur, and between this p<^int and Arore it ])asses through three other spurs 
at distances of about a mile apart. At each of the {)()ints where it passes through 
rock the material removed would be used for facing the slopes of the channel 
both above and below the rock-cutting, to prevent the stream, which might be 
thrown out of its true direction on suddenly meeting the rock, acting injuriously 
on the earthen slopes. The bottom of the channel, like that in the first project, 
is carried on a uniform slope from the cold weather level of the Indus to within 
five feet of the bottom of theWarra; the fall obtained being about one foot 
four inches per mile, 'rhis will ensure a good stream, at the same time that any 
tendency the supply channel may have to enlargeinciiit would be most effectually 
controlled by the rock-cuttings at regular intervals. The channel is 165 feet 
wide at bottom, the depth of the water being eleven feet. The slope, velocity, 
and discharge are as follows : — 
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In respect to the slope of the bed in this project, it is rather less than that of 
the Ganges Canal at its head. The channel is, however, somewhat larger than 
the Ganges Canal, and the discharge is about one-sixth greater. The channel in 
this project is only eleven miles in length. The estimate amounts to Rs. 4,49,875. 

42. The advantages of this project arc, that from the route being direct a 
great redijition im the cost of affording the supply is effected, and that, while 
there is no waste of fall, there is perfect security, by means of the rock-cuttings, 
against any undue enlargement of the supply channel. 

43. The objections to the project are, that an accumulation of silt might 
take place in front of the head of the channel, rendering the cold weather sup- 
ply, should it ever be required, at times uncertain, and that, like the first project, 
the channel, as it approaches the Narra, crosses the direction of the floods 
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tibJiqiiely. The first objection is not so serious as it at first sight appears. It is 
impossible t<i prevent the mouth of a channel, filled from tlie Indus, silting up to 
a certain extent as the river subsides after the inundation. Under any circum- 
stances, therefore, it would be necessary, in order to ensure a good supply dur- 
ing the cold season, to close for a time and clear out the channel at its head, 
and, while that clearance was being effected, a passage through the accumula- 
tion of silt in front of the head, should any have taken place, might also be 
(deared. The channel least liable to have its supply cut off by a deposit of silt 
inside it, is that which provides the most ready escape for the water from the 
river, and this evidently depends on the slope of the bed, in which respect this 
project possesses an advantage over the former one. 

44. The third project differs from the second only in the direction of the 
channel between Kumbra and the Narra. The channel is of the same dimensions, 
has exactly the same fall per mile, and has the same security against undue en- 
largement. But it has the additional recommendation of running parallel to the 
direction of the floods instead of obliquely across, and of entering the Narra 
nearly three miles furtlier south, where the capacity is greater. Whether consi- 
dered in respect to the present purpose of affording an ample supply during the 
inundation, or in respect to any future plan for increasing that supply, or of mak- 
ing it perennial, this project possesses great advantages over the two preceding 
ones. And those advantages are obtained at no great expense ; for though, 
from entering the Narra further south/ the length of the line is increased, the 
cutting below Kotree is lighter than in the other projects, while from following 
in the three last miles the course of a channel already in existence, a still ftir- 
thtjr saving is effected. The length of the line is thirteen miles. The estimate 
amounts to Rs. 4,77,805. 

45. The only works which would be necessary, besides those connected 
with the supply channel, are some earthen bunds across tlie dund-feeding chan- 
nels in the Hyderabad districts, to prevent the water running into them when 
not required. Some of the largest dunds would not require re-filling oftener than 
once in three or four years, and even then some of these would not require to be 
completely filled, for at a high level their shores are steep, consequently dur- 
ing the first season after being filled but little land would, on the sinking of the 
water, be left: exposed for cultivation. It would therefore merely waste the 
water filling them to a high level. Many of the smaller dunds would require a 
fresh supply of water every season. These bunds will not entail any great ex- 
penditure ; their number and position, and the arrangements for Idling the 
dunds, will be decided during the approaching season, and when it « has been 
seen in actual practice what arrangement would give the greatest revenue with the 
least expenditure of water. The detail accounts of the revenue obtained from the 
dunds during the past season will contain a great deal of the information required. 

46. The revenue that would be derived from throwing a regular supply of 
water into the Narra would principally arise from the cultivation of the lands 

7n 



50 


south of Togacha, in the Hyderabad districts, though the water would be of 
use also at the head of the river^ and occasionally even between Tujjul and 
Togacha. As the Narra between Togacha and Wanga Bazar has a course 
of about 120 miles through alluvial soil, and the channel affording the supply 
of water would only have to be formed for a distance of thirteen miles, it 
would appear almost certain, that even supposing the cultivation were con- 
fined to the Hyderabad districts, and that a narrow strip of land along the 
course of the river only were brought under cultivation, the revenue obtained 
would amount to a large per-centage on the outlay. But when it is also con- 
sidered that there are other points in its course, as at its head, and even below 
Wanga Bazar, where the water would also be useful, though perhaps not to 
so great an extent, the probability of the project yielding a large return be- 
comes a certainty- It is, however, extremely difficult to make any estimate 
of the probable return ; for though the return arising from the artificial supply 
alone may be computed, it would fall far short of the ‘average revenue that 
would be obtained by means of natural and artificial supplies together. With 
the dunds previously filled, and all escape of the water in their direction pre- 
vented, the effect of any sudden additional supply from floods to that already 
in the river, would be to double or treble the quantity of low land inundated, 
and to increase the revenue in the same proportion. It is evident that a com- 
putation of the revenue obtained from the artificial siqiply alone would give a 
minimum estimate. This estimate will, however, suffice to show what great 
pecuniary gain may be expected to arise from the project. The revenue ob- 
tained last season from the low lands between Mittrow and Sirenwarree and 
one-half the dunds only, was Rs. 10,000. That for the whole of the dunds, 
and for the whole of the low lands from Mittrow to Syud-ke-Gote may 
therefore be taken at - Rs. 20,000 

The revenue of the lands from Syud-ke-Gote to Wanga Bazar, 
a distance of 76 miles, on the supposition that only the river 
bed, in which there is room for two beegahs in breadth, and a 
strip of land one beegah in width on either bank, is cultivated, 
thus giving about 10,000 beegahs, of which say three-fourths 

or 7,600 are Rubbee at 2 8 0 = 18,750 

and one-fourth or 2,500 Khurreef at 1 8 0 = 3,750 

would be 

The revenue of the lands from Trigadee to Barg, at the head of * 

the Narra, probably • 

From Barg to Soharo, say half the last year’s revenue 

From Soharo to Jukrow on the west bank, and to Ubrow on the 
east, half of last year’s revenue, the river channel being very 
large and consequently disadvantageous 


22,500 

5,000 

2,500 

2,500 


Total. • . . 


Rs. 52,500 
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This revenue on the estimate for Project No. 3, amounting to Rs. 4,77,805, 
gives a return of 1 1 per cent, per annum. This is the return that would be 
derived immediately after the opening of the Narra. As the jungle is cleared 
away and the people become more numerous, it would be greatly increased. 

47. The land from Trigadee to Barg is Jaghire land. But as tliis yields 
nothing except when great floods occur, and as it would derive certain and 
immediate benefit from the project (indeed it would be inundated every year) 
a large proportion of its revenue would be due to Government. 

48. Until the boundary of Meer Ali Moorad^s portion of the valley between 
Soharo and Togacha is determined, it is of course impossible to state the][exact 
extent to which he would be benefitted by the project. Only Rs. 2,500 
have been inserted for this part of the valley in the estimate. But though the 
immediate return for this part of the valley would be small, it is very likely 
that rapid improvement would take place in the soil close to the river from the 
silt deposit, which the great breadth of the river there would favour. If this 
were to occur, it would have the effect of adding greatly to the revenue of this 
portion of the valley. 

49. It is very doubtful whether the Rao of Cutch would derive any benefit 
from the jiroject. The soil where the channel of the Pooraun passes through 
his possessions is said to be vary unfavourable, and from the great size of the 
channel and tlie comparatively small quantity of water that would reach Luck- 
put, the water would be at too low a level to be of much use. At Luckput 
some revenue in the shape of duties might be raised on the exports and imports, 
supposing the Narra to prove useful for the purposes of traffic, but this would 
evidently be a disadvantage to the British possessions. It would have the 
effect of checking, to some extent, the export of grain, which, perhaps, might 
otherwise be brought down from Upper Sind, where it is so cheap and abundant, 
as well as from the valley of the Narra itself. In place of getting the Rao ol 
Cutch to bear any part of the expense of the project for such uncertain advan- 
tages, it would perhaps be better to get him to forego export and import duties 
at Luckput. 

50. For the purposes of navigation the Narra would be well adapted. It 
would be open for country boats during eight months of the year, and from 
being smaller and consequently less variable in its channel than the Indus, 
the upward passage, a work of such difficulty and time on the Indus, would be 
easily and quickly made. From being smaller, moreover, the strong southerly 
winds which blow during the hot season would cause no danger to the boats by 
raising a sea, as is so frequently the case on the Indus. 

51. The opening of the Narra in the manner recommended in this Report, 
is the first only of a series of works which might be carried out for the 
improvement of the country throu^ which it flows. At the villages of Mittrow 
and Sirenwarrec, where, it will be .seen by th^ map, the river has a south- 
easterly course, there are peculiar facilities for forming canals, to convey water^ 
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to lands beyond the reach of the floods, and where the Khurreef crop might 
be esttensiv^ ciildyated without interruption. The branches of the river at 
those places bring the water actually on to the plain. A suitable site near 
Mittrow might be selected for a perennial omal, should such a work ever become 
desirable. It might be possible, by canning small and inexpensive bunds from 
the vicinity of those places, to prevent a great part of the flood water from 
returning to the river* The plain slopes flx>m the north-west. Bunds carried 
along in a southerly direction would carry the water farther away from the 
river, and thus extensive tracts of land might be yearly fertilized for the Bub- 
bee crop, and there are doubtless many other points in the course of the river 
below Sirenwarree where there are facilities for forming ordinary canals. 

62. Those in authority are doubtless well aware of the social and political 
advantages that would arise from throwing a regular supply of water into the 
Narra. The condition of the present needy population would be immediately 
improved. The people now scattered about the Thurr, and earning an uncer- 
tain and scanty subsistence from their flocks, would probably make the banks 
of the Narra their permanent abode, tilling the soil as well as tending their 
flocks, while it may also be expected that the cultivation and fisheries would 
induce some of the poorer classes to come even from Jeysulmere and the other 
States beyond the Thurr. Indeed with a fertilc^oil, an ample supply of water, 
and a navigable stream, there cannot be a doubt that the valley of the Narra 
would soon become as productive as it is now useless, and that its population 
would become as large and prosperous as it is now scanty and indigent. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 

Kurrtichee, 16<A September 1862. On Special duty. 

P. S. — ^The informcj^ion respecting the revenue obtained last season from the 
lands near the head of the Narra was received from the Collector in Upper 
Sind, but, owing to a misunderstanding, it was not in an official form, or it 
would hav^ been attached. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, Engineers, 

Camp Kurri^hee, 16iA September 1862, On Special duty. 

APPENDIX. 

No. 1176 OF 1852. 

Revenue Department. 

From tlie Acting Collector of Hyderabad, 

To Lieutenant Fife, Executive Engineer on special employ. 

Sir,— With reference to former correspondence, I have now the honour to 
inform you, that the Rubbee crop from tlic Narra amounted last year to 607 
Khurwcurs)^ which I have sold 232 Khurwars, counting to Rs. 3,343. 
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2. 1 have still remaining unsold 275 Khurwars, for which I expect to 

obtain Rs. 3,660. The whole upturn of the Rubbee crop may therefore be 

estimated at Rs. 7,000 

From the Adhona crop I expect 100 Khurwars will be realised. 

From the Tatestanee crop, 50 Khurwars. 

From cash rents, 100 Khurwars. 

„ fisheries, 600 Khurwars. 

Say altogether from grain, cash rent, and fisheries Rs. 3,000 


Which will show for the year’s revenue from the Narra Rs. 10,000 

3. The Narra has advanced much further this year, and has filled several 
lai'ge dunds near to Kippra, which, last year, its waters did not reach. I 
therefore expect the amount of revenue obtainable from the Narra this year 
will be much more considerable than it was last. 


Hyderabad y ()th September 1 852, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. Fbnning, Captain, 
Acting Collector. 


No. 1966 OF 1852. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the Commissioner in Sino. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward Lieutenant Fife’s report and project for a 
canal to connect the Indus with the Narra River. Lieutenant Fife has informed 
me of your being most anxious to receive this project for transmission to Govern- 
ment, or I should have preferred allowing it to stand over until Major Turner’s 
return, as he is so much better acquainted with the subject than I am, and 
moreover my duty just now does not admit of my giving up sufficient time to it ; 
however, being well acquainted with Upper Sind, I may be allowed to state 
that I think there will be found no difficulty in carrying out the project, while 
the advantages that will be gained by having a continued supply of water in the , 
Narra cannot at present be estimated. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Hiu, Captain, 

Oflgf Superintending Engineer, Sind* 


Kurrachecy Atk Octobei^ 1852. 
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No. 2094 of 1862. 

To H. B. £. FitED£| Esq., 

CommiBsioner in Sind. 


Public Works. 


Sir, — During my absence in Bombay, Captain Hill, who carried on the 
current duties of my office, transmitted to you Lieutoiant Fife’s report on the 
Eastern Narra, and expressed his approval of it ; but under the impression that 
Government will require my opinion likewise, it will, I think, save a reference if 
I offer it at once. 

2. When Lieutenant Fife was first called upon to direct his attention to the 
present state of the Narra and to consider the best means of restoring to it a 
supply of water, its origin, its source, and the cause of its having become dry 
were unknown ; and both the amount of revenue it formerly yielded, as well as 
its capabilities, if re-supplied with water, for again fertilizing the lands on its 
banks, were subjects of Uie most conflicting opinions. Various officers had 
reported on it, but the only information of any real value as regards the presoni 
inquiry is a very able paper by Major Baker, of the Bengal Engineers, an 
officer of very high professional reputation, who, when Superintendent of Canals 
in Sind, had carefolly surveyed and levelled the Narra from Fukecrabad to Tny ul, 
and the country between the former place and the Indus at Roree. It had 
been supposed that the Narra had become dry in consequence of a bund said 
to have been constructed by one of the Meers across its bed. Major Baker 
expressed his disbelief in the existence of any such work, but did not actually 
disprove it; while Captain Rathborne, the Collector of Hyderabad, who.se 
sources of information were superior to those of almost any other person in 
Sind, was very positive that such a bund did exist, and urged very strongly its 
removal. On one point only all accounts agreed, viz. that at some remote 
period the Narra was regularly filled, that its waters reached from Upper Sind 
to Luckput Bunder on the borders of the Runn of Cutch, and that the valley 
was then highly cultivated and yielded a large revenue. 

3. The first question, then, that required to be set at rest, was, did a bund 
really exist, the removal of which would at once restore water to the Narra; 
and if not, why had it become dry? During the inundation of 1851, Lieutenant 
Fife, accompanied by a person who declared to the Collector of Hyderabad 
that he knew the position of the bund and could point it out, examined the 
head of the Narra, and in a former report Lieutenant Fife clearly proved that 
no such bund existed, but that the supply of water to die Narra had diminished 
from natural causes. Major Baker thou^t it probable that the Narra had 
once been a branch of the Indus, when the latter, many ages ago, held a course 
close to the ancient city of Arore ; but if so, the cross sections of the country 
prove that since that period the whole face of the country must have altered. 
In the 2nd paragraph of Miyor Baker’s report, he states — It has been 
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(jbserved of all large rivers, and has been particularly mentioned by the 
Geologist Lyell, that the silt with which their waters are charged is deported 
during th#season of overflow most abundantly near the edge of the stream, 
and in a proportionally smaller quantity at a greater distance from it. It thus 
forms a natural glacis, the crest of which is on the river bank, and the slope 
falls away gradually towards the boundary of the valley. That the Indus is not 
an exception to this rule will be seen on reference to the cross section.” If then 
the Narra had, during any recent period, been a bed of the Indus, we should 
expect to And that its banks, like those of the Indus itself, are the highest 
points in the cross section of the country, whereas for many miles from its 
head the contrary is the case, the country sloping down towards the banks of 
the river instead of descending from them. This principle, on which the banks 
of all alluvial rivers are formed, accounts for the cessation of the supply of water 
to the Narra. The supply was derived from the overflow of the Indus between 
Subzulcote and Roree, and as tliat overflow gradually raised the bank by the 
deposit of the silt, the extent of the inundation diminished, until of late years it 
has been very trifling, except in seasons when the rise of the river has been 
excessive, once perhaps in about twenty years. Thus we find that the dndi s 
water, which, when it leaves the Indus, is quite muddy, by the time it reaches 
the Narra has become clear, ail the silt having been deposited in the k^rme- 
diate country. 

4. In the report now before you, Lieutenant Five gives an account of his 
subsequent examination of the Narra and of the country through which the 
supply channel must pass ; and I am sure you will agree with me that the 
professional ability and great industry displayed in it are very creditable to that 
ofiicer. In a single season Lieutenant Fife has examined the whole of the 
Narra, from its sources to where it joins the Pooraun below Wanga Bazar, a 
distance of nearly 300 miles, besides making various cross sections : he lias 
also gathered a great deal of very interesting and valuable information, and, 
during the same season, with Lieutenant Pitman’s assistance, has very carefully 
surveyed and levelled three separate lines for feeding channels, enabling him to 
select and decide with certainty the most eligible line for the supply channel. 

5. When the weather in Upper Sind became too hot for out-of-door work 
Lieutenant Fife came to Kurrachee, and has since employed himself in plotting 
his surveys and preparing his report. I have thus had frequent opportunities 
of conferring with him on the subject, and as bis report is very full and clear, 
I need do little more than express my full concurrence both in his reasoning 
and opinions. Lieutenant Fife has very properly been cautious both in design- 
ii^ his projects and in the expectations he holds out of returns from their 
being carried out : on the latter point you will be far better able than myself to 
form an opinion, and, in considering it, I would draw your particular attention 
to paras. 21 and 22, which show t^t the extensive cidtivation of grain in the 
valley of the Narra will not have the effect of overstocking the Sind market, 
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tliat grain in that locality will be readily purchased by the States beyond 
the Eastern Desert, and that, if, in addition, the Narra becomes navigable for 
several ‘ months hi the year, a considerable portion may be exported vid 
Luckput to Cutch. 

6. With respect to the three projects, the third, which is estimated at 
Rs, 4,77,806, and is recommended by Lieutenant Fife, is the one I decidedly 
prefer; the advantages over the first, in respect to expense and to the increased 
slope attainable, are very great, and the objections to it appear to me more 
imaginary than real. The danger of drawing off too much water from the Indus, 
alluded to by Major Baker, referred to a perennial supply channel, one in which 
there were to be five feet of water when the Indus was at its lowest ; and his 
view of the question would, I think, most probably have been modified had he 
completed in detail the project sketched out, as the want of capacity in the 
Narra, which would have been evident in making calculations for the discharge, 
very materially affects the flow of water through the supply channel. It is 
possible that draining the river to this extent when at its lowest, might impede 
its navigation ; but, as Lieutenant Fife proposes to make the bottom of his 
supply channel at zero, instead of five feet below it, no water whatever will be 
withdrawn when the river is at its lowest, and at other times the witlidravral ol* 
any quantity as proposed, will not, in my opinion, affect the depth of water in 
the Indus at all. Paradoxical as it may appear, the rise of the river does not 
always improve its navigable capabilities ; for instance, when at Kotrec in 
August last, the river having then risen 19^ feet above its level in January, a 
steamer sent down the river was unable to pass a shallow a few miles below 
Kotree, where there had been no difficulty in passing when the river was low, 
tile sand having risen to even a greater degree than the water. 

7. Neither do I think, with the very simple and judicious plan proposed by 
him for preventing the enlargement of tlie supply channel, viz. by forcing the 
stream to pass through rock-cuttings in four separate places, that there is 
any fear whatever of the Indus forming a passage for itself in that direction. 
In fact, were danger apprehended, the supply might be cut off altogether. 

8. Nor do I see any reason to apprehend that tlie mouth would silt up, or 
that it would be masked by a sand-bank. Immediately below the point where 
Lieutenant Fife proposes to make the cut, the Indus passes through rocky 
banks, and the velocity of the stream is there tremendous ; the river in this 
place cannot change its course or. alter materially tlie form of its channel, and 
therefore, though the rock does not extend as high up as the proposed mouth, 

I believe no sand-bank could exist there, and the slope of the channel itself 
will be quite sufficient to keep the mouth clear. 

9. Again, as the entire supply thrown into the Narra will be less than it 
must have been when it was annually filled, I can see no danger to be appre- 
hended from flooding the country, but, on the contrary, the greater the quantity 
of water that is supplied, the nearer will its former prosperity be revived. 
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10. 1 also agree with Lieutenant Fife in his reason for not at present mak- 
ing the supply perennial. There is an evident difficulty in rendering the broad 
irregular channel below Tujjul navigable all the year without interfering with 
the cultivation on the low lands, where the capacity of the channel becomes so 
much reduced. 

11. With respect to population, scanty though it be in Sind, the experience 
of the last two years sufficiently show's, that even when the flood is occasional, 
large tracts are brought under cultivation ; once render the supply regular and 
permanent, and there cannot be a doubt that from J ey sulmere and Cutch people 
will flock to the Narra, and, as in former times, locate themselves on its banks. 

12. You must have observed that the Fulalie is gradually silting up, and 
you know the extent of cultivation dependent on it. The Narra, which passes 
tlirough the same Collectorate, seems exactly what is wanted to -extend culti- 
vation as that of the Fulalie decreases. 

Id. Though the single project designed by Lieutenant Fife for the supply 
channel will doubtless yield the return he estimates, it will not be complete, 
nor w'ill it produce more than a fraction of what may be attained without 
numerous minor subsidiary works, such as bunds, small canals, &c. During th^ 
coming season Lieutenant Fife will be employed in carrying on this inquirs , 
but if, as I trust will be the case, the project be taken up warmly, and an early 
sanction given to the commencement of the work, he might, if supplie<t with 
sjufficient assistance, carry on both the excavation of the supply channel and 
the continuation of the survey simultaneously, and thus save a considerable 
sum in superintendence. 

14. 1 may add that I have full confidence, that if Lieutenant Fife be 

entrusted with the w'ork, his rates will be found ample, and the undertaking be 
completed within the estimated cost. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IT. B. Turner, Major, 
Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Kurracheey 2\st Octobei' 1852. 


No. 342 of 1852. 

From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — I have the honour to submit a letter from the Officiating 
No. 1966, dated 4th October, Superintending Engineer, transmitting, in original, 

55r dated ‘'ifth P®*” margin, from Lieutenant Fife, on 

September. the result of the surveys he executed last season 

8 n 
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in the valley of the Eastern Narra, under the 
sanction conveyed in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s 
letter No. 5335, of the 13th May 1851. 

2. Feeling " assured that your Lordship in 
Council would wish to have the opinion of Major 
Turner, who has devoted so much attention to this subject, and whose judg- 
ment, on all professional points, is so valuable, I took advantage exf his return 
from Bombay to obtain his opinion in detail on Lieutenant Fife’s reports, 
which will be found among the enclosures. 

3. The summary given by Major Turner renders it unnecessary that I 
should go into any detail regarding the history of the projects for restoring a 
constant supply of water to the Eastern Narra. He has briefly but clearly 
stated the extent of Major Baker’s incpiiries, and the jxoints he left for future 
examination ; the mode in which the subject was revived by Captain Hath- 
bf)rne’s suggestions regarding the supposed bund ; and the extent and objects 
of Lieutenant Fife’s investigations. 

4. Lieutenant Fife’s reports, among the enclosures, detail the result of these 
inquiries. I feel confident your Lordship will concur with Major Turner in the 
opinion he expresses, that the reports reflect the hiLdiest credit on Lieutenant 
Fife, both as regards the work done and the mode in which its results are de- 
tailed. They appear to me to prove beyond question, 

5. 1st. That at an expense of lls. 4,77,805 a quantity of water may be 
annually, and with certainty, thrown into the b^astern Narra, as great as that 
which now reaches it only in the extraordinary inundations which take place at 
intervals of twenty-five years or longer. 

6. 2nd. That there is no reason to fear that the obstruction of this quantity 
of water will in any way aflbet the supply of water in the Indus lower down. 

7. 3rd. That the plan proposed will, in no way, risk a diversion of the main 
stream into any new channel. 

8. 4tli. That there exist, within the Hyderabad Collectorate, rich lands 
capable of being wii^red from the Eastern Narra to an extent more than com- 
mensurate with any possible supply of water. 

9. 5th. That there is within reach a sutlicient population, able and willing 
to take advantage of these facilities for cultivation, without permanently with- 
drawing cultivators from the banks of the Indus. 

10. 6th. That a permanent supply of water would probably ensure a per- 
manent population on the Narra, such as evidently, at a remote period, found a 
living there, but such as has not existed there for sevenil centuries past. 

11. 7th. That tlie return, from simply admitting the water into the old 
channel, allowing it to flow over the low lands and fill hollows, to be cultivated 
as they dry up, may, at the lowest, be reckoned at Rs. 52,500 per annum, which 
is capable of being greatly increased. 

12. It will be observed that this is not an hypothetical estimate, but the 


Report by Lieutenant Fife, 
dated Gth September, with 
accompanying three Projects. 

From Major Turner, Super- 
intending Engineer, No. 2094, 
dated 2Ut October. 



result of actual experience, derived from an accidental inundation so high as to 
produce naturally, in one year, an effect similar to in kind, but smaller in degree, 
than that whic'h the proposed works will artilicially produce every year ; and 
I inn satistied that the estimate is much lower than Lieutenant Fife might 
safely have assumcMl. 

13. This opinion is grounded, not only on the c(^nsideration that the extent 
of land likely to be irrigated is assumed to be obviously much smaller than 
might reasonably have been estimated, but on the fact that, by a singular ac- 
cident, the high inundation. of last y<5ar has, since lieutenant Fife commenced 
liis rc])ort, been succeeded by one still higher this year, and tliat we have thus 
an o})portunity of judging of the effect of a repetition ol‘ a supply of water, 
which is still considerably short of that which it is proposed to throw in annu- 
ally by artificial means. 

14. Ill a report which I have just received from the Collector of Hydera- 
bad, it is stated that the water of the Narra had this yeiir extended much 
farther south than last season, tilling hollow's wdiich had been dry for twenty- 
five years; and that “ the produce would be three or four times as great” as 
it was last season. 

15. Now if this result, or anything approaching it, can be obtained by 
merely letting the water flow where it will, it is clearly not unniasonable b 
expect that the use of small canals, Persian wlieels, and other appliances, such 
as are universal everywhere else in Sind, will ensure, from an abundant supply 
of water, and a still more abundant supply of irrigable land, returns ecji.al to 
what were realised when the Covernment revenue of the Narra distri' Is was 
reckoned at moi e than two and a half laks of Uupces, 

lb. But, at the very low estimate given by Lieutenant Fife, the direct 
pecuniary return is so large in proportion to the outlay, that I feel justified in 
earnestly recommending that tlie rccpiisite sanction be (detained to the third of 
Lieutenant Fife’s plans (vide his 44th paragraph), as an undertaking calculated 
to add most materially to the revenue of this large, but, for its extent, hitlierto 
very un|)roductive district. 

17. It would be very desirable if this sanction could be obtained in time 
sufficient to admit of operations being commenced during the present season ; 
and as the working season may be considered to commence with December, no 
time is to be lost. 

18. In the present report Lieutenant Fife has confined himself to the possi- 
bility of restoring a constant annual supply of water to the Narra, and to a 
calculation of its effects when attained, witliout further expense or trouble on 
the part of Government. Pending the receipt of a decision of Government on 
the propositions now submitted, he purposes examining the vast plains of land 
in the Hyderabad Collectorate irrigable from the Nasra, with a view to deter- 
mine w hat portions will make the best return for such supply, and in what 
manner it can be most economically applied to their irrigation, so as to ensure 



60 


the highest possible return for the money laid out. But on this subject he has 
drawn up a separate report, which was submitted with my letter No. 348, of 
the 12th instant. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 
Commissioner in Sind. 

Commissioner's Office y KurmcheCy 9th October 1852. 


No. 7415 of 1852. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

From A. Malet, Esq., • 

Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. Grant, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, — I have been directed to transmit herewith, for the purpose of being 
laid before the Most Noble the Governor General of India in Council, copies 
of a letter from the CommissioiKU* iu Sind, No. 342, dated the 9th ultimo, with 
enclosures, and to submit the recommendation of the Right Tlonorable the 
Governor in Council that the work therein alluded to be sanctioned. 

2. The attention of the Government of India is requested by his Lordship 
in Council to para. 17 of Mr. Frere’s letter. 

I have the honour to be, &^c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

15/Zt Noremher 1852. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Extract from, the Proceedings of the Most Noble the Governor Genei'nl of 
India in Councily in the Financial Departmenty under date the 2Ath 
December 1852. 

Bead an extract from the proceedings of the Most Noble the Governor 
Gent'ral of India in Council, in the Home Department, No. 1016, dated the 7th 
instant, forwarding, for orders, a despatch from the Government of Bombay, 
No. 7415, of the 15th ultimo, with enclosures, on the subject of the excavation 
of a canal to connect the Indus with the Narra river, at a cost of Rs. 4,77,805. 

Resolution. — This Government, in the Home Department, observes : “ This 
is a project for a work whereby the Eastern Narra of the Indus will be supplied 
annually, during the inundation months, with water, which it now only receives 
in extraordinary floods once in twenty or twenty-five years. From the 
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enclosure to the foregoing despatch, it appears that the Narra is aside overflow 
channel, running for about 300 miles in a valley of its own, genei-ally almost 
desert, but cultivated whenever water enters the Narra from the Indus. It is 
expected that the revenue immediately realized from the mere overflow of the 
Narra will pay 1 1 per cent, on the outlay, and this profit will be largely increased 
when the usual subsidiary means of cuts, wheels, &c. shall be put in operation, 
as will be the case whenever the w^ater supply is certain. It appears, further, 
that the valley of the Narra was formerly regularly cultivated, and gave a revenue 
of some two laks of rupees. Then the Narra was annually filled, but the supjily 
has been cut off in all but years of very high flood, by the natural rise of the 
bank of the Indus. 

“ Under the orders of the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated the 2nd 
August 1848, Rs. 50,000 is the general limit to what the Government of India 
can sanction expenditure for works of the above description ; and the Governor 
General in Council would not hesitate to authorise an expenditure fo that 
extent for commencing upon this work, pending a reference to the Honorable 
Court on the subject.'^ 

2. In confirmation of this view of the case, the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to sanction an expenditure, to the extent of 
Hs. 50,000, for the ymrpose of commencing a canal to connect the Narr< 
with the Indus. 

Order, — Ordered, that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded to llie 

1 1 ome Department for communication to the ( > • ) vern - 
ment of Bombay, and that the j)apers nob a in the 
margin be returned to that Department, to enable 
it to make the reference to the Honorable Court 
alluded to in the concluding portion of its remarks. 

(Signed) J. Dorin, 
Secretary to the (Government of India. 


Letter from the Govemincnt 
of Bombay to the Home De- 
partment, No. 7415, of 15tli 
November 1852, and of its 
enclosures. 


No. 188 of 1853. 


Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the SuPERIN'TENDING ENGINEER IN SiND. 

* 

Sir, — I have the honour to bring to your notice, that of the sura of Rs. 50,000 
sanctioned, as per margin, for the formation of a 
canal from the Indus to the Eastern Narra, 
Rs. 32,000 have been expended up to this date, 
leaving a balance of Rs. 18,000 only to carry on 
the work with. 

2. The . present rate of expenditure on the work is Rs. 200 per diem ; 


No. 2818, Extract from tlie 
Proceedings of the Most Noble 
the Governor General of India 
in Council, in the Territorial 
Department, under date 24th 
December 1852. 



62 


though during the month of August, before the sowing of the Rubbee crops 
had commenced, and which drew off a great number of hands from the works, 
the daily expenditure was Rs. 400 per diem, and to this it will again rise, ])ro- 
bably within a month, or as soon as ever the Khurreef crop has been reaped. 
After the middle of October, I believe that a very large increase will take place 
in the number of work-people, as it is then that the weather begins to be 
most favourable for laborious work like excavation, and that labourers become 
most abundant. 

3. Assuming the average daily expenditure up to the 22nd October at 

Rs. 300 per day, or for the whole month say Rs. 8,000 

and taking that of the ensuing month at Rs. GOO per day, or for 


half a month say „ 10,000 

making a total of ... „ 18,000 


it is evident that the sum of Rs. 18,000 now remaining will only last a month 
and a half, or up to the 8th November. 

4. As the cold season is the time when work of this kind can be most 
rapidly and most economically carried on, and as the establishment I have 
organized would, supposing the work were discontinued, have to be discharged, 
I have to request the favour of your soliciting the sanction of a further sum, to 
enable me to continue the work until the sanction of the Honorable Court h^r 
the whole amount may be obtained. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fii’ii, Lieutenant, 

SukkuTy 22nd Sf^pternber 1853. Superintendent, Narra Survey. 


No. 227G of 1853. 

Public Works, Revenue Department. 

To the Commissioner in Sind. 

— With reference to your communication No. 273, of the 7th Febi-uary 
last, I have the honour to transmit, for your consideration, and with a re<piest 
that you will bring the subject to the notice of Government, a letter from 
Lieutenant Fife, representing that unless a further sanction be given his work 
wdll be suspended early in November next. 

2. I am induced to transmit this letjter through you, as you can testify to 
the great difficulty Lieutenant Fife has encountered in collecting and organiz- 
ing his work-people, and to the great disadvantage it will be to Government 
to suspend the work in tlie cold season, the very time when it can be most 
expeditiously and economically carried on. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. B. Turner, Major, 
Superintending Engineer, Sind. 


KuTTajche€f 21th Septanher 1853. 
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No. 376 of 1853. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 
From the Commissioner in Sind, 

To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — In submitting the enclosed copy of a letter as per margin, I 
No. 227G, of 27tli Septem- the honour to request that, pending the receipt 

of a reply from the Honorable Court of Directors, 
the Superintending Engineer may be authorised to 
push on the excavation of the Narra (^anal as fast 
as possible, so as not to lose the cold seast)n. Very 
great difficulty has been experienced in colleeting labourers, and any interruption 
now, will delay the opening of the work for a whole year by deferring it over 
another inundation. 

2. All that has trans])ircd since the work commenced, has tended to confirm 
the opinions originally advanced relative to the immense addition which this 
work will make to the resources of Sind. 

I have the hbnour to be, &c. 

Kurracheo^ Commissioner's Office, (Signed) H. B. E. Frere, 

30^A September 1853. Commissioner in SinJ. 


ber, from the Superinteuding 
Engineer, with enclosure from 
liieutenant Fife, requesting a 
further advance on account of 
tlie Eastern Narra. 


No. GT41 of 1853. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To the Commissioner in Sind. 

( Hesolntion of (xorernment, dated the \{)th October 1853.^ 

The work may be? continued as proposeni, pending result of a further application, 
which should In* made forthwith, to the Government of India, with reference to 
their Resolutitm, of w hich a copy accompanied INlr. IJndcr-Secretary V^iung’s 
Memorandum No. 17, dated the 12th January 1853. 


No. 6142 of 1853. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

From A. Malet, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 

To A. R. Young, Esq., ^ 

Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, — With reference to the Resolution of the Government of India, of which 
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Letter from the Commis- 
sioner in Sind; No. 376, of 30th 
September 1853; with accom- 
paniments. 

Government Resolution, No. 
6141, dated 19th Oct. 1853. 


a copy accompanied your Memorandum No. 17, 
dated the 12th January last, I am directed to annex 
a transcript of the papers noted in the mar^n, and 
to request that an additional expenditure may be 
sanctioned, to enable Lieutenant Fife to continue 


the excavation of the Narra Canal in Sind. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle, VMh October 1853. Chief Secretary. 


No. 209 of 1853. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the Superintending Engineer in Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit a report, with map, plans, and estimates, 
being the result of the survey undertaken during the last cold season. 

2. On the whole, the survey has proved very satisfactory. The levelling 
could scarcely have been surpassed ; the errors, with two exceptions, amounting 
only to an inch. In the cases exce})ted, the errors were (3 inches and 3 inches, 
the distances in which they occurred being each about 40 miles. 

3. The map, which has been protracted with great care and clearness by 
Lieutenant Soady, contains the most ample information, not only respecting the 
levels of the lands, but also as to the extent and height of the flood of 1852. 
Without this information, it would have been impossible to have designed w^orks 
with any chance of success. It would have been feasible enough to have merely 
stopped many of the dund -feeding channels, but, without the levels of the 
country and the falls of the various branches, the more extensive plan of con- 
fining the water to channels which are known to be fruitful sources of revenue 
would have been almost impossible. 

4. As soon as 1 have completed a portion of the rock-cutting in the supply 
channel at Rorec, as well as the marking out of the exact line for the chaimel 
the whole way to the Narra, I puipose leaving Lieutenant Soady to superintend 
the work and proceeding to Bukkar and Syed-ka-Gote to obtain the data yet 
wanting for the bunds at those places ; afterwards I shall submit the estimate 
for those works. 

5. If Government will only sanction immediately even a portion of the 
estimate now submitted, say that for the three first works, the estimates for 
which amount to Rs. 6,989, I could commence work when I proceed to 
Bwkkar, and, in tliis way, the season would be saved. I speak of the season, 
as it is only between October and June that works on the Narra can be carried 
on, in consequence of the floods to which it is liable, and which would utterly 
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destroy any works we might have in progress. am extremely anxious to have 
those works completed without delay, as I feel satisfied, after the most mature 
consideration, that when the wastage of the water is prevented in the manner 
proposed, we shall have the country under cultivation from Mittrow to Wanga 
Bazar, and instead of the revenue arising from an occasional natural flood, 
such as occasioned in 1852, amounting to Rs. 20,000, Government would 
realize upwards of a lak. Indeed, the cost of the works would be far more 
than covered in a single season. For the proof of tliis statement, I must 
appeal to the facts represented in the report. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 

Suhkur, 3l5i October 1853. Superintendent, Narra Survey. 


Report on the Eastern Narra from Togacha to Kippra in the Hgfhrabad 
CollectoratCy detailing the results of a Survey vndertahen with the vww of 
deciding the best means of economising the expenditure of Wata' and increas- 
ing the Revenue as far as practicable, 

1. The dunds which form so striking a feature in the accompanying map ot* 
the country between Togacha and Kippra surveyed during the past season, were 
mentioned in the report of last year on the Narra as bedng so much below the 
river, that until they were filled the river made but little onward progress ; 
and in a subsequent part of the same report their value in respect to revenue 
w^as stated to be considerable. Their effect on the river, and their value, have, 
however, now been more precisely obtained by means of the survey and a care- 
ful examination of the accounts of the revenue yielded during the past two 
seasons from the Narra lands which have been watered by extraordinary floods 
from the Indus. 

2. The quantity of water contained by the dunds, wdien they were sur- 
veyed during the cold season, has» been calculated from their areas and by 
means of soundings taken in them. The result of tliis calculation shows that 
they contained the enormous quantity of 0,050,000,000 cubic feet. In Colonel 
Cautley’s report on the Ganges Canal, it is assumed as an axiom, that a dis- 
charge of one cubic foot per second constant is sufficient for the cultivation 
of 350 beegahs of land. Now, a discharge of one cubic foot per second con- 
stant would give 31,536,000 cubic feet in a year. The quantity of w^ater con- 
tained in the dunds would, therefore, have been sufficient for the cultivation 
of about 74,000 beegahs, which, assessed at the rate of Rs. 1 J per beegah, 
would have yielded a revenue of Rs. 1,11,000. The revenue actually yielded 
by the dund lands was for the season 1851-52 Rs. 855, and for tlie season 
1852-53 Rs. 464. It at first seems strange, that, yielding so small an 

9fi 
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amount of revenue, the dunds ^ould have ever been so highly thought of 
by the Natives ; but this is susceptible of explanation. The Naira’s natural 
supply of water is precarious ; the dunds are capacious, for, years after being 
filled by a flood, they would continue to yield grain and fish in quantities not 
large perhaps considering the extent of country, but large enough to feed and 
give employment to the people. When the supply of water in the Narra 
tailed, the dunds still continued to yield. The revenue obtained during any 
one season was perhaps never great, though that arising during many seasons 
from the effect of one flood may have been considerable. But it could 
scarcely, under even the most favourable circumstances, have been propor- 
‘ tionate to the quantity of water used. It therefore appears that so long as 
tliere is need of water elsewhere, it would not be advisable to supply the 
dunds. It will be seen in the following pages, that while the works proposed 
for cutting off the dunds from the river are calculated to completely exclude 
the water during ordinary floods, during great floods, when there would be a 
superabundance of water, the most extensive and valuable of the dunds will 
receive a supply by the overflowing of the Narra* 

3. The revenue obtained from the Narra may be said to arise almost 
entirely from the cultivation on the plain, where overflows take place, and in 
the bed of the river from below Bukkar. The first overflow takes place from 
the extensive swamp south-east of Mittrow. The lands immediately to the 
south of the swamp are, as will be seen by a reference to the levels on the map, 
extremely low, and during the flood of 1852 the water extended to the village 
of Sangali, and escaped thence across the plain to Joon and Sirenwarree. A . 
second overflow takes place immediately above Choteearee : a third (and one 
which, when the works hereafter proposed are carried out, will produce a large 
revenue) occurs near the village of Kharee. The water from this overflow, after 
traversing a fertile plain for many miles, returns to the Narra below Kippra. 
From Kippra the banks of the Narra continue low the whole way to Wanga 
Bazar, a distance of 100 miles. The revenue obtained from the plain, and from 
the river bed as far as Sirenwarree, during the season 1851-62, amounted to 
Rs. 6,240, and this was principally obtained from the lands near Sangah and 
Bukkar. The revenue obtained during the succeeding season of 1852-53, from 
the same lands, with the addition of those near Kharee, was something over 
Rs. 19,000, the lands near Sangah and Bukkar being again very productive. 
From tliese facts, the great advantage that will result from the works detailed 
in the following paragraphs will be sufficiently clear, especially when it is con- 
sidered that where the land is generally good, the overflowing of the stream 
does not waste the water, for what is not absorbed by the land returns to the 
river, to be again useful in other places. 

4. The first work for effecting the object in view is the bund at the head of 
the branch called the Adhwana, which leaves the Narra opposite Togacha, and, 
after tmversing a sandy plain for a distance of eleven miles and throwing off 



67 


numerous feeding channels which supply the dunds from Togacha to Ubrow, 
rejoins the main stream above Puttaee. This work will cut off sixteen of the 
dunds, as well as prevent the wastage of water in an irregular sandy channel. 
The details of the bund are shown in Sheet No. 1. The peculiarity of its con- 
struction is, that it will be formed of loose sand, the only material which the spot 
fiimishes. To make up for the inferiority of the material, the mass is increased 
far beyond the ordinary dimensions when a better material is employed. The 
site in every other respect is an extremely good one ; it lies between two high 
sand-hills, and, extending both up and down the Narra from them, are ranges 
of smaller hills, which render the escape of the water from the Narra at any 
other point on the east bank impossible. The bund will be six feet above the 
flood level of 1852 ; an allowance of one foot being made for the increase in the ‘ 
height of the Narra due to the escape of the water down the Adhwana being 
cut off, and five feet being allowed for the settlement of the material and for 
any extraordinary flood which may occur. As, however, during even ordinary 
floods the plain on the west bank is overflowed, no very great increase in the 
height of the floods need be apprehended. The estimate for this work amounts 
to Ils. 1,442. 

5. The second work is the bund across the main channel of the Narra 
near the head of the branch called the Owwud. The main channel fron. 
this point runs in a south-easterly direction through a sandy tract as far as 
Bukkar, throwing off numerous feeders to the dunds, and in one place below 
Shaikhana flowing through them. The branch called the Owwud has a r igular 
channel, from 300 to 400 feet wide, and is about seven feet deep. It has a fall 
of nearly two feet per mile as far as Mittrow, where it escapes on to the plain. 

It is this branch which causes the extensive overflowing of the plain towards 
Sangah and Bukkar, and w^hich therefore is such a fruitful source of revenue. 
The bund across the Narra will effect the double purpose of cutting off the 
dunds below Ubrow, and, by causing a larger body of water to pass down the 
Owwud, increasing the overflow of the plain towards Sangah. The details of 
the bund will be found in Sheet No. 2, Like that at the head of the Adhwana, 
it will be constructed of loose sand, the only material procurable within a rea- 
sonable distance. The position of the work in other re8{)ects is favourable. It 
is close to the spot where the Owwud and Narra separate, though not so clone 
as to be affected by thb stream in the former. Both banks of the Narra are 
above flood level. The bund will be seven feet above the flood level of 1852. 
An aUowance of two feet is due to the increase in height to which the water 
will rise from its escape down the Adhwana and Narra being prevented. This 
allowance may appear small considering the size of the channels cut off, but, as 
in the case of the Narra opposite the head of the Adhwana, the west bank of 
the Owwud during even ordinary floods is inundated, and perhaps as much 
water finds its way to Mittrow by passing over the plain as is conveyed there 
through the channel of the Owwud. A part of the excess of water arising from 
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the construction of the bunds at the head of the Owwud and across the main 
channel of the Norra will be carried off by the Jukrow branch. The remaining 
five feet of height to th^ bund are allowed for the settlement of the material and 
for any extraordinary flood. The estimate for this work amounts to Rs. 4,085. 

6. The next wc^rks which come under consideration are the bund across the 
Owwud at Chundrajee, a bund in an opening in the sand-hills near Sabrajee, 
a bund across the Narra above Bukkar, and a canal from the extensive swamp 
near Vuchoo to the Narra at Bukkar. The object of the three first works, viz. 
the bunds, is to prevent all return of the water of the Owwud to the Narra 
above Bukkar, cither through the channel at Chundrajee, through the opening 
in the sand-hills near Sabrajee, or by means of the channel of the Narra itself at 
Bukkar. The object of the canal is a twofold one ; first, to enable boats to 
cross from the swamp to Bukkar, between which points, except during consi- 
derable floods, the depth of water on the plain would be insufficient ; and 
secondly, to drain the swamp when the river subsides in September, and enable 
the people to cultivate the land. 

7. The bund across the Owwud at Chundrajee is showm in Sheet No. 3. 
It will be (*onstructcd of soil. The site is a very favourable one ; both banks are 
above flood level, and good material for the bund can be had close to the site. 
The top of the bund will be seven feet above the flood level of 1852. An 
allowanc(i t)f three feet is made for the increase in height which the water will 
attain froni being prevented escaping in any direction excej)t the south till it 
reaches Bukkar : the remaining four feet are allowed for the settlement of the 
material and for any extraordinary flood. An inspection of the levels on the 
map will show that the escape of the water southwards during a high flood 
would be sufficiently rapid to prevent its attaining any extraordinary height at 
Chundrajee'. The bunds at Sabrajee and Bukkar were not contemplated at the 
time the survey was made, and the requisite data, viz. sections of the opening 
in the sand-hills and of the Narra at Bukkar, have yet to be obtained before 
the works (;an be designed. In the first case, there is merely an opening a few 
hundred fetjt in width to be stopped, the head of water to contend with being 
trifling. In the second case, however, there is a large channel to stop, tlie head 
of water amounting to about fourteen feet ; but there is good material at hand. 
The estimate for the Chundrajee Bund amounts to Jls. 1,462. 

8. The course of the canal from the swamps to Btlkkar is shown on the 
map by the strong red line, and the detail is given in Sheet No. 4. The length 
is four and a half miles. Its bed commences with an initial depth of four feet 
below the level of the water in the swamp, and is carried to the river at 
B\ikkar with an uniform fall of one foot per mile. The canal is twenty feet 
wide at bottom, with slopes of 1 J to 1 . There would, during eight months 
in the year, be from five to nine feet of water in it. As a portion of the line was 
not levelled, the levels at various points in some lines of levels taken near the 
place have been assumed to represent the elevation of the land at parallel 
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points along the line of the canal. This is not an accurate plan, but the slope 
of the country is so regular that no material error can arise. The estimate 
for this work amounts to Rs. 6,884. 

9. Below Bukkar the works at the entrance of the Bund and Drubbree 
Dunds below Choteearee occur next in succession, though the Nongnee and 
Punneehull Dunds are both sometimes filled by water which escapes from 
the Narra above Choteearee; this only happens when the Narra, in that 
locality a very large channel, overflows its banks. Connecting the Bund Dund 
with the Narra are four feeding channels, one being large and deep, the other 
three small and shallow. The bunds for these channels are shown in Sheet 
No. 5. They will all be constructed of soil. The sites for the two first lie 
between high banks not subject to inundation : the sites for the other two are 
not favourable, the banks being subject to inundation during the high floods. 
The bunds may be turned and carried away during a high flood, but as the loss 
of the water which would escape through the two small channels under such 
circumstances would not be felt, the only loss entailed would be the cost 
of re-constructing them, and their original cost is estimated at Rs. 5S5 only. 
The whole of the bunds will be raised five feet above the flood level of 1 852 ; 
one foot being allowed for the increase in height to which the water will rise 
consequent on its escape towards the dunds being prevented, and four feet for 
the settlement of the material and for any extraordinary flood. The fourbund-* 
are estimated to cost Rs. 2,784. 

10. Connected during floods with the Jooreearee Dund is the Sarajee Dund, 
which, however, also receives a supply through two feeding channels which 
leave the Narra above Mitta Khan-ke-Tanda. The sites for the bunds in 
these channels lie between high banks. Soil will be used for the construction of 
both bunds. The details are given in Sheet No. 6. Like those mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph, they will be raised five feet above the flood level of 
1852, and for the same reasons. These bunds, in connection with the four 
previously described, will, when there is an ordinary supply of water in the 
river, exclude it from thirteen dunds. During high floods the water will pass 
across the plain from Choteearee and escape into the Sangidiarah Dund, and 
thence into all the rest. The two bunds to the Sarajee Dund are estimated at 
Rs. 2,470. 

1 1 . The Thurr Narra, which leaves the main channel about two miles above 
Sirenwarree and joins it again below Khetee, is the next portion of the river 
requiring works for its improvement. This channel enters the Thurr imme- 
diately after leaving the main channel, and, after running for a distance of 
twenty-two miles, sometimes feeding and sometimes actually running through a 
perfect maze of extensive dunds, returns to the plain again at Khetee. For the 
purpose of preventing the escape of the water through the Thurr Narra, two 
large bunds are necessary ; one at the head of the channel two miles above 
Sirenwarree, the other where it emeiges from the Thurr at Khetee. They are 
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fthown in Sheet No. 7. Water also finds its way across the plain to the 
dunds from a point a little below Kharee, but only when the Narra overflows 
its banks. The sites chosen for the bunds both lie between high banks not 
subject to inundation, and soil can be procured for both works. The upper 
bund will be raised six feet above the flood level of 1852, two feet being 
allowed for the rise in the level of the river, owing to the escape of the water 
towards the Thurr being prevented, and four feet for * the settlement of the 
material and for any extraordinary flood. The lower bund will be raised seven 
feet above the flood level of 1852. In this case no increase to the head of 
water would be caused by the bund, as it would merely prevent the escape of a 
back-water; but the flood of 1852 was checked before it reached Khetee in 
consequence of an immense body of water being absorbed by the dunds above 
that place. An allowance of three feet is therefore made for the height to 
which the flood would have risen had the escape of the water into the dunds 
been prevented. This assumed level for the flood is 35’63 below the zero of 
the levels shown on the map, and a reference to the latter will show that were 
the flood to attain that height, it would flood the plain the whole way across to 
the village of Driggal, about fourteen miles to the west of Khetee. As there is 
nothing to prevent 4he escape south of such a flood, the allowance of three 
feet would ap[)ear sufficient : the remaining four feet are allowed for the 
settlement of the material and for any extraordinary flood. These two bunds 
are estimated to cost Rs. 6,448. 

12. The prevention of the escape of the water into the Rarr Dund, and two 
others connected with it, will be easily effected. The channel connecting them 
with the river is a small one, and the head of water inconsiderable. The bund 
is shown in Sheet No. 8. The site is a favourable one, both from the high 
banks between which it lies, and from good material being close at hand. The 
bund will be raised seven feet above the flood level of 1852, three feet being 
allowed for the height to which the water would have risen had its escape into 
the dunds been prevented. The cost is estimated at Rs. 628. 

13. South of the Rarr Dimd there are only ninete^ dunds requiring four 
bunds to exclude the water. There was nob leisure during the last season to 
extend the survey to these, and the data for the bunds has yet to be obtained. 

Part II. 

14. In the preceding paragraphs those works only have been described for 
which there is absolute necessity. Insignificant as some of them may appear, 
they are of vital importance not only to the project for fiimishing the Narra 
with a regular stream, but even for doing justice to the Narra in its present 
state with its very uncertain supply. The result of the survey has, however, 
sugg^ted another work, which, for the purposes of irrigation, would p^haps 
8 Ui 7 )ass any work in the country. This work is a canal commencing at the bed 
of die Owwod, on the north side of the swamp below Mittrow, and running in 
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a southerly direction the whole way to Wanga Bazar, a distance of nearly 
120 miles. 

15. The course of the canal is indicated on the map by the strong red dot- 
ted line. It would leave the Owwud about three miles below Mittrow, and 
would run thence in a south-easterly direction to a point about ten miles east 
of Meerpoor, and afterwards run direct on to the channel of the Pooraun above 
Wanga Bazar. Supposing it to commence with an initial depth of two feet below 
the level of the water in the swamp, and to be carried south with an uniform 
slope of nine inches per mile, the depth of cutting after entering the high ground 
at Dhora would be about eight feet, and the water would, with a rise of six feet 
above its lowest level, be just flush with the ground. The plain having a 
regular slope from the north-west, a strip of land about two miles in width on 
the w^est bank, and one five miles in width, or to where the influence of the 
Narra floods ceased on the east bank of the canal, could be cultivated. The 
canal would also be highly useful as a navigable channel. 

16. The peculiar advantages of this canal would, for the purposes of 
irrigation, be the certainty of its supply of water ; the long period, about eight 
months in the year, during which it would run ; and the moderate depth of the 
excavation. The first two advantages would arise from the bed of the canal 
being below the lowest level of the water in the Owwud, and from the difi'er- 
ence between the lowest level and flood level being only six feet, the diflerenc^' 
of level in the Indus varying from thirteen feet in Upper to eighteen in Lower 
Sind. The third advantage would arise from the level at which the canal 
receives its supply being high with reference to the lands to be irrigated 

17. The cultivation carried on near the Narra itself will consist of the 
Hubbee and Adawah crops, on lands submerged from June to the month of 
September, the peridfl during which the Khurreef crop is cultivated. The culti- 
vation carried on by means of the canal would be almost entirely Khurreef. 
The latter would, therefore, give employment to the Narra population at a time 
when tlie cultivation near the river would be necessarily suspended. 

18. This work occupying an intermediate position between the Narra and 
the lands watered by the Indus canals, would reclaim an extensive tract, which, 
from the traces of irrigating channels and numbers of tombs met with, was 
probably once in a highly cultivated state, but which, from the Indus canals 
failing, has been gradually deserted. It was probably to this tract that Major 
Baker referred in the 17th paragraph of his report on the Narra. 

19. The quantity of land which may, with the aid of the works detailed in 
the first part of this Report, be cultivated near the Narra is so great, and the 
permanent population there at present so small, that it would perhaps be 
premature to undertake so extensive a work as the a^nal at present, unless it 
should be considered that the people already residing at Sunjoora, Polliadee, 
Meerpoor, Joorah, Shah-Syed, and other places near its course, are sufficiently 
numerous to cultivate the lands to an extent great enough to afford an adequate 
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return on the outlay. In an engineering point of view, the canal would be an 
admirable work; but I have no means of answering the question as to whether 
it would be profitable to carry out the project at present. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 
Superintendent, Narra Survey. 

Snkkur, 3 hi October 1853. 


No. 1 of 1853. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

Estimate framed by Lieutenant J, G. Fife, Superintendent Narra Survey^ of the 
probable Expense of constructing Bunds across various branches of tlve 
Eastern Narra, arid across some of the feeding channels to Bunds between 
Togacha and Kippra, in order to prevent the Water from being wasted 
where the land is valueless or where not required in the Bunds, and to 
increase as far as practicable its overflow where the soil is well adapted for 
cultivation, ( Estimate prepared agreeably to instructions accompanying 
letter No, 1909, dated 29iA Bccernber 1851, from the Superintending 
Engineer in Sind,) 

SuKKUR, 3hi October 1853. 

Gerieral Bescription , — The bunds, with two exceptions, viz. that across the 
head of the Adhwana near Togaolia, and that across the Narra near the head of 
the Owwud, to be constructed of well rammed eartli. The front and rear slopes 
to be 1 in 4 and 1 in 2 respectively. The top of the bilbds being raised to 
a height of four feet above the highest probable flood level. The bunds to 
have an increase of width at top of three feet per every foot of water they have 
to sustain, the minimum width at top being restricted to ten feet. The front 
slopeeif wherever the bunds may occupy exposed situations, to be defended 
from the action of the weaves by strong jow matting, securely picketed down 
to the slope. The bunds across the Adhwana near Togacha, and the Narra 
near the head of the Owwud, to be constructed of sand ; no other material being 
procurable. The front and rear slopes to be both 1 in 4. The top of the 
bunds to be raised five feet above the highest probable flood level. The bunds 
to have an increase in width at top of eleven feet per every foot of water they 
have to sustain, the minimum width being restricted to fifteen feet. The sand 
most favourable to vegetation, or what might not improperly be called soily 
sand, to be laid on last, m order to defend the loose sand below from the action 
of the wind, and which it will effectually do when the grass springs up. The 
bund to be watered and sown down witfi grass or Tamarisk seed, whichever 
may be easiest procured. 
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Bund at the head oj •the Adhwana opposite the Village of TogacM. — I'his 
bund is shown in Sheet No. 1. By its eonstmction the water from the Narm 
will be prevented from escaping down a large sandy channel, along the 
banks of which the soil is quite unsuited for any kind of cultivation, at the 
same time that by this single work the whole of the profitless dunds from 
Togacha to Ubrow will be cut off. The site of the bund is about 500 feet 
from the Narra, and lies between two high sand-hills, rendering the work 
perfectly secure from being turned during high floods. The total length of 
the bund is 582 feet, its maximum w^idth at top being 81 feet. The head 
of water to be sustained where these dimensions occur is seven feet. 
Nearly the whole of the material used will be taken from the high sand-hills 
on either bank. The soil, only for a covering to the loose sand, will be 
procaircd from a distance. The front slope, from a point five feet abov(^ 
the flood line to fifteen feet below it, to be defended from the ripple by 
jow matting. 

Measurements, 



No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

8and-Woiik. 



• 




1st portion (south hank) 


15 

35i 

5 

2,f)43j 


-iud „ 


25 

43 

6i 

0,987i 


,‘lrd ,, ,, 


,30 

591 

69 

7i 

8 

13,3871 

27.600 


4th i' „ 


50 


5th „ ,, . 


14 

97 

10 

13,580 


(ith ), 1, ..... 

. i 42 

129 

12 

G5.016 


7th „ „ 


76 

112 

1 1 

93,632 


^th ,, 

. . 

88 

104 

10 

91,520 


<Jtll „ „ 


54 

121 

in 

75,141 


JOth „ „ 

. , 

69 

101 

10 

69,690 


nth „ 


119 

50 

6 

35,700 


Total solid feet . 






4.84.8973 

Deduct — 






For upper coating of soil. 

For top of Build . . 


582 

45 

J 

13,095 

1 

,, Slopc.s 

2 

582 

34 


19,768 


Total deduction . 


•• 



— 

32,863 

Total solid feet of sand-work, . 






4.62,034} 

Matting. 

i 


j 

( 




For 20 feet of front slope of bund, 



1 

j 




at 8 annas per 100 square 
feet 


582 

20 


11,640 


Total square feet . 


-• 

•• 

•• 

— 

11,640 


10 , 
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Abstract. Rs. a. p. 

*1,62,034^ solid feet raising bund with sand^ at Rs. 2 per 1,000 solid 

feet 024 1 I 

;{2,8(»3 solid feet coating bund with soil and watering, at Us. 10 

per 1,000 solid feet • 328 10 0 

11,040 scjuarc feet of jow in at ling, at 8 annas per 100 square 

feet :)8 .3 2 


1,310 14 3 

Contingencies and extra establishment, 10 per cent . 131 I 3 


Total amount for bund at head of Adhwnna 1,142 0 0 


Ihttitl across the Narra near the Head of the Otrvuid . — 'Fliis bund is shown 
in Sheet No. 2. Tlie object of this bund is to turn the whole of the water 
down the brancli called the Ovvwud, which runs past the village of Mittrow 
and fertilizes tlie j>lain south and east of that place, and at the same time cut 
off the water from the sandy channel of (he Narra and the whole of tlie dunds 
from Ubrow to Chundrajee. The site of the bund is about 200 feet below the 
point wh(Te the two streams separate, and lies between high banks not subject 
to inundation. The Narra at this point has one central main channel and 
two offshoots. The total length of the bund is 1,230 feed. Its maximum 
width at top is 108 feet, at base 244 feet, and its height is 14.J feet, the head 
of water to be sustained being 9^ feet. The material (sand) used will be 
tak<!n partly from the liigh banks and partly from the bed ol‘ (he chaniud 
in front of the work. The soil for covenng* the buise {►a)ul will he brought 
from a distance. Twenty feet of the front slope to be d(4er\ded from the ripple 
with jow matting; the matting to commence at a point five ft‘ct alK>ve flood line. 

Mensurnnents. 




No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

Sand-Work, 

1st portion of offshoot on west 
side of Narra 


10 

lOOJ 

H 

5,527A 


2u(l ,, ,, 




177 

99 i 
4.5 

10 

1,76,115 


3rd ,, ,, 

Jl 


.^>3 

44 

10,7324 


1st ])ortion of 

nain channel. . . . 


10 

106 


6,626 


2a<l „ 

»» .... 


; 22 

151 

13i I 

44,847 


3r.l „ 

ft .... 


i 8.5 

151 

13^ 

1 , 73,2724 


4th „ 

,, .... 


146 

115^ 

11 

1,85,493 


fltU „ 

>» .... 


147 

82 

9 1 

1,08,486 


CtU „ 

» .... 


70 

76J 

n 

45,517* 


7lh „ 



80 

99 

10 

79,200 


8th .. 



15 

84 

9 

11,340 



Carried over . 

. . 

. . 

. . ■ 

, , 

8,47,156 





No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

Sand-Wouk, contd. 







Brought over. . 

. , 




8,47,156 • 


yth portion of main chAiiiiel .... 


7 

44 i 

6 

1,869 


1st portion of eastern offshoot.. 

» • 

38 

44^ 

6 

iu,i4(; 


2nd ,} 1 * ... 


20 

86 

9 

15,480 


drd ,1 i> .... 


282 

86 

9 

2,l8,2fiS 


4th „ „ .... 

. . 

58 

54 

7 

21,921 


Otll ,, tf .... 


10 

34 i 

H 

1,2(174 

m 

ii,i(;,o .>04 

Total solid feet. . 

. . 

. . 




Bednot — 

For upper coating of soil. 







For top of bund 


1230 

49 

h 

1 \ 

30,13.) 

41,820 


„ slopes 


1230 

34 


Total deduction. . 






7I,!b‘».’» 

Total solid feet of sand- work . 

•• 


•• 



10,4 l,0!».'»i 

Mattinu. 







For 20 feet of froiil sloj)c of bund. 

j 

Total .Mpiare feet for tnaUmg. . 


1230 

20 


1 24,600 




1 





• Abstract, Rs a. p, 

1 soJicl feet raising bund with sand, nt lls. 2-12-0 per 1,000 

solid feet 2,8/1 d 2- 

71,0.’i.i solid feet eoating bund with soil and watering, at Rs. 10 

per 1,000 solid feet 71:; ,S 0 

24,600 scpiarc feet of jow matting, at annas 8 per 100 square feet. 12.'i 0 0 


:i,7i:r 12 1 1 

Coiitingeneies and extra cstablhhinent, at 10 per cent. 3/1 6 I 


Total amount for bund across tlie Narra near the head 

of the Owwud 4,08.1 0 0 


Ihtud across the Owumd at the Vlllaffc of Chvodrajee . — This bund is shown 
in Sheet No. d. By the construction of this bund the water which would escape 
from the plain into the Narra near Chundrajee will be saved, and made to ferti- 
lize the land as far as Bukkar, where the cliannel of the Narra lie.s through 
soil, and is well adapted for conveying water without waste. During high flf>ods 
this W ork wrndd have the effect of making a large body of water pass from 
Dliora southwards over the plain, which consists of extremely good soil. The 
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site for tlie work lies between a sand-hill and a higli clay-bank, neither of which 
are subject to inundation. The total length of the bund is 581 feet. Its maxi- 
mum width at top is 47 feet, at base 165 feet, and its height is 19| feet, 
the head of water to be sustained being 15 j feet. The material used (soil) 
to be taken partly from the bed of the channel in front of the work, and partly 
from the north bank. Twenty feet of the fore iSlope of the bund, where it crosses 
the deepest part of the channel, to be defended from the action of the waves by 
strong jow mats firmly picketed down. Within this twenty feet will be com- 
prised the supposed level which the water will obtain, as well as the last year’s 
flood level. Matting is not required in the shallow part of the channel, as the 
jungle there will effectually break the waves. 


Memuremenis. 



No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

Earth-Work. 

Ist portion (south bank) 


18 

45 


2,632} 

2l,9!)3.i 


2nd „ „ 


23 

76i 

12i 


3rd „ „ 


103 

104 

18A 

1,98,172 


4th ,, ,, 


37 

106} 

19J 

77,642 


5th „ „ 


35 

78 

15 

40,950 


<»th „ „ 


117 

47 

10 

54,990 


7th „ 


189 

54 

11 

1,12,266 


8th .. 


27 

47 

93 

, 12,3725 


9th 


32 

20J 

34 

2,296 


Total solid feet. . 

. • 




.... 

5,23,315 

Matting. 

Tor 20 feet of the front slope in 
the deep part of the channel . . 


216 

20 


4,320 


Total square feet, . 

•• 



-• 

— 

4,320 


Abstract, Rs. a, p. 

«'),23,314 solid feet raising and ramming bund with clay, at Rs. 2-8-0 

per 1,000 solid feet 1,308 4 7 

4,320 square feet of jow matting to front slope, at 8 annas per 

100 square feet 21 9 7 


1,329 14 2 

Contingencies and extra establishment, at 10 per cent. ... 132 15 9 


Total amount for bund across the Owwud at Chundrajee. . 1,462 0 0 
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Bunds across tJui four Feeding Channels to the “ Bund Dand " below Cholee- 
aree . — These bunds are shown in Sheet No. 5. Their object is to prevent 
a vast quantity of water from escaping from the river into the Bund Duiid, and 
thence into numerous other large diinds extending many miles into tlie Dcseii. 
or Thurr. The sites for the two largest bunds lie between high banks, not 
subject to inundation. The sites of the smaller bunds lie between high banks, 
but which are submerged during great Hoods. The two smaller bunds will there- 
fore perhaps need renewing after large Hoods. Their cost is, however, small. 
The bunds are respectively 575, 192, 270, and 163 feet long ; their maximum 
heights being 21, 18 153, an^i feet; thickness at top 56, 44, 35, and 34 
uH*t; and the heads of water to be sustained are 17, 143, 10 J feel. 

Tlie material (soil) will be taken from the bed of the dund and from the IxmI 
and hank of die Narra. 

Measurenien ts. 




No. 

Length. 

DrcadUi. 

Height. 

Solid f(*et. 

Solid fptd. 


1st Bund. 





1 

1 

1st 

portion (south bank) .... 


2.5 


21 

1,09,375 ! 

2iid 

» i» .... 


45 

56 

103 

27,090 I 

,‘lrd 

>» it .... 


42 

93 

174 

6H,355 1 

4th 

ft tt .... 


42 

104^ 

19 

83,391 


5th 

ft tt .... 


42 

lul 

20i 

97,3H24 


tUh 

»i ft .... 


42 

103 

IHJ 

8I,H2A 


7 th 

II II .... 


56 

66 

13 

48,048 


8th 

II II .... 


77 

60 

12 

55,410 


9th 

II If .... 


95 

66 

13 

81,510 


10th 



94 

41 

Si 

31.795* 


nth 



15 

171 

24 

656} 


Total solid feet for Ut Bund. . 






5.75,874* 


2nd Bund. 





Square feet. 

Square feet. 

Ist 

portion (south bank) .... 


20 

I7i 

24 

S75 


2nd 

II II .... 


1 50 

56 

lOi 

30,100 


3rd 

II II .... 


46 

93J 

17* 

75.2674 


4th 

11 II .... 


57 

93* 

174 

93.266* 


5th 

II II • • • 


i 39 

56 

10} 

23,478 


6th 

11 II .... 


18 

174 

2* 

787* 


Total 

solid feet for 2nd Bund . . 






2,23.774* 


3rd Bund. 







1st 

portion (south bank) .... 


34 

20 

34 i 

2,380 


2nd 

II II .... 


63 

4!H 

10 1 

31,185 


3rd 

II II .... 

i 

70 

7 H \ 

14* 

76,632J 


4th 

11 1* .... 


51 

59 

12 

36,108 1 


5th 

II 11 .... 


36 

30* 

64 

7,137 


6th 

11 II .... 


16 

174 

24 

700 

1 

Total 

solid feet for 3rd Bund. . 

' , , 

, , 

I • • 

. . 

.... 

! Ji54.142i 
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No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Square fcot. 

Square feet. 

4th Bund. 







1st portion (south bank) .... 


28 

174 

24 

1,225 


2nd „ „ .... 


.56 

■194 

9h 

26,334 


3rd „ ,, .... 


19 

733 

14i 

19,967 J 


4th ,, ,, .... 


13 

714 

133 

12,7H04 


•)tb ,, ,, .... 


22 

50 

lOi 

11,275 


6th „ „ .... 


25 

204 

34 

1,793} 


Tofal solid feet for 1th Bund . 

•* 1 




1 

73,376 


Abstract. Rs. a. p. 

5,7*^fH74j solid feet raising lat bund with clay and ramming, 

at Rs. 2-8-0 per 1,000 solid feet 10 1 1 

2,23, 774 j solid feet ditto 2nd hniid ditto ditto, 

at Us. 2-8-0 per 1,000 solid feet r>r>a 6 ll 

1,54,142.^ solid' feet ditto 3rd hand ditto ditto, 

at Us. 2-8-0 per 1,000 solid feet 38o 5 8 

73,360 solid feet ditto 4tli band ditto ditto, 

at Us. 2-0-0 per 1,000 solid feel 110 12 0 


2,o31 3 0 

Contingencies and extra establishment, at 10 percent . ... 2.V5 I 1 1 


Total amount for bunds in tlic Band Dnnd feeding channels. 2,784 0 0 

J3 finds across the ttro Fveduaj Channels to the Sarajrc />///o7. -These bunds 
arc shown in Sheet No. b. Th(*ir ohjeet is to prevent the water < scaping from 
the Narra into the Sariijee and other dunds. Tin* sites for the two huiuls lie 
between high banks not subject to iiuiiidution. The bunds are respectively 374 
and 341 feet in length ; the maxiiuum hciglits 21 i and 18 J feet ; width at top 
52A and 43^ ; and the heads of water are 17 J and 14 J feet. The material 
(soil) will be taken principally froiu the ground between the two bunds. 


j\I pasnremen fs. 



No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Hfiglit. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

1st Bund. 







1st portion (east bank) .... 

, , 

38 

i/'i 

2* 

1,6624 

58,280 


2nd „ „ .... 


80 

62 

11} 


•^rd „ „ .... 


79 

108 

20 

1,70,640 


4th „ „ 


79 

lOS 

20 

1,70,640 


•*th ,, ,, .... 


68 

62 

11} 

49,538 


f th ,, ,, .... 

•• 

30 

17.1 

24 

1,3124 


Total solid feet for 1st Bund. . 


.. 



.... 

4,52,073 
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No. 

Length. 

Hraodth. 

Height. 

Solid fijot. 

Solid fwt. 

2nd 

Bond. 







1 st portion (south bank) .... 


28 

17.4 

‘-’4 

1,225 


2iid „ 

>» .... 


.‘>0 

33 A 

7 

11,725 


3rd ,, 

» ... 


31 

07 

13 

29,614 


4 th ,, 



()1 

9.5 J 

IH 

1,04,809 


,^»tli „ 

j> .... 


93 

954 

18 

I,.09,8(i7 


(ith 

»» .... 

' ’ 1 

28 

81 

VoS 

3.%151 


7th ,, 

it .... 


29 

■174 


13,08(i 


^th „ 

j> .... 


18 

17Jr 

2.i 

787 J 


'fotal solid fu‘ 

t for 2nd Bund. . 

i 

■* ! 



•• 


3,r)().318 


AbstriK't. 

Iht. 

(t. 

V- 

solid feet of raising 1st Bund with clay anil rainining, at 

Its. 3 per 1,090 cuhic feet *. . . 

I,35C 

3 

6 

solid feet of raising 2nd Bund with clay and ramming. 

at Bs. 2-8-0 ]ier 1,000 cubic feet 

890 

12 

1 


2,247 

0 

2 

(’ontingeneies and e\fra establishment, at 10 j»er cent. 

224 

11 

2 

Total amount for bunds in Sarajee Dund feeding 




channel.s 

2,4" 1 

0 

0 




fhnids (terms (he Thurr jYarrd ahore the VUltuje of Sirenwurree (iiid below 
Khtdee. — 'Pheso bunds urc* sliown in i\o. 7. Tliuir t is to provout 

the water escaping- by nK'uns of the branch called the Thurr Narra into tlie 
whole of the extensive dunds between Puttecliul and Khetee. The sites 
Ibr th(* bunds lie between high banks not subject to inundation. The 
bund at the head of the branch is od3 feet in I(*ngth, with a inaxirnuni 
lieight and thickness at top of 28 and 72 feet, the head of waU^T to be sus- 
tained being 24 feet. The bund below Khetee is (i.Ol feet in length, with a 
maximum height and thickness at top of 21 J and f)2^ feet, the head of 
water to be sustained being 17 J feet. The material for the first bund will 
be principally taken from the north bank of the channel,' that for the 
Khetee bund will be taken from both banks a little south of the site of 
the work. The front slope of the bund at the head of the branch to be 
defended from the action of waves in the deepest part of the channel by 
strong jow matting firmly picketed down. The matting to extend from a 
point five feet above flood level to fifteen feet below it. The front slope of 
the Khetee bund to be defended in the same way the whole way across the 
channel. ^ 
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Measurements. 




No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

Upper Bund. 







Ist portion (oast l>ank) .... 


15 

19 

3 

855 


2ll4l ,, 



54 

39i 

84 

17,5974 


3rd „ 

>> . . • . 


29 

66i 

13 

24,976i 


4th ff 



40 

87i 


58,625 


nth „ 

>* ... 


44 

79i 

15i 

54,3894 


6t1i ,, 

II .... 

w 

16 

57 

114 

1,488 


7th „ 

II .... 


30 

4.5 

94 

12,825 


8th „ 

II .... 


83 

66 

13 

71,214 


9th „ 

II .... 


3.5 

111 

204 

79,6124 


lOth 



35 

144 

26 

1,31,040 


nth „ 



35 

144 

26 

1,31,040 


12th 

II .... 


35 

111 

204 

79,6424 


13th 

11 .... 


64 

59 

114 

43,424 


14 th 

• 


18 

19 

3 

1,026 

1 

Total solid feet for Upper Bund. 

• • 




.... 

7,07,785 

Matting. 






! 

For 247 feet 

in length of front 


1 





slO|)C . . . 



1 247 

20 


4,940 


Total square 

feet of jow Tnatting 





for Upper 

Bund 


• • 



.... 

4,940 



No. 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

Lower Bund. 

1 st portion (east bank) .... 
2nd „ „ .... 

10th central portion 

1 3th portion 


27 

50 

500 

50 

364 

844 

108 

774 

364 

6J 

16 

20 

15 

6,1594 

67,400 

10,80,000 

58,125 

5,475 


14 th portion 


24 

64 





Total solid feet for Lower Bund. 

. . 



. . 


1,217.159J 

Matting. 

For 625 feet in length of front 
slope 


625 

20 


Square feet 

12..500 

Square feet. 



• • i 


Total square feet of matting for 
lower bund 






19 
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Ahstraci, Jfs. a. y>. 

7,07,785 solid feet of raising l^ier Bund with earth and ramming, 

at Rs. 3 per 1,000 cubic feet 2,123 5 S 

4,940 square feet of jow matting to front slope, at 8 annas per 

100 square feet 24 1 1 2 

12,17,159} solid feet of raising Lower Bund with earth and ramming, 

at Rs. 3 per 1,000 cubic feet 3,651 7 7 

12,500 square feet of jow matting to front slope, at 8 annas per 

100 square feet* 62 8 0 


5,862 0 5 

Contingencies and extra establishment, at 10 per cent.. 586 3 3 

Total amount for bunds across the Thurr Narra above 

Sircnvvarree and at Khetee 6,448 0 0 

Jiund across the Ttarr Duud Fccdu}<j Channel below A'lppra. — iTIiis buiul is 
sliowii on 8h(‘(*tNo. <S. Its objoct is to prevent the wiitcT escaping from the Narra 
inU) the Jtarr Dund and two others connected vvitl^ it. The site lor the work 
lies betwM^en high banks not subject to inundation. Tlie extreme length of the 
bund is ()4G feet, its maximum thickness at top and h(‘ight being rcspeetivi^ly 
27 and 13 feet. Tlie head of water to be sustained is 9 feet. The material will 
Iwi taken from both banks and from the bed of the channel in front of the work. 


Measuremen ts . 





No. 

Length. 

Breadth. Height. 

Solid feet. 

Solid feet. 

1st 

portion (south bank) .... 


25 

20i 

H 

1,7934 


2iid 

If 

1, .... 


51 

.35 

7} 

13,833.^ 


3rd 


II . . • . 


71 

39 


23,5361 


•4^ 

ff 

II .... 


69 

40i 

Hi 

24,4511 


5th 

f> 

II .... 


92 

54 

11 

94, 048 


6th 

If 

II .... 


69 

63 

124 

51,3374 


7th 

II 

>1 .... 


103 

56 

114 

66, .332 


8th 

II 

If .... 


116 

41J 

9 

43,326 


9 th 

If 



50 

20i 

34 

3,587} 


Total solid feet for bund in Rarr 







Dund feeding 

channel 





• • • . 

2,85,8404 


Abstract, Its, a, p. 

2,85,846} solid feet of raising bund with earth and ramming, at 

Rs. 2 per 1,000 cubic feet 571 11 1 

Contingencies and extra establishment, at 10 per cent . . 57 2 8 


Total amount for bund across the Rarr Dund feeding 

channel. . 628 


0 0 


n n 
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Cnnal from ih* North suh of tha Stimnrp near Viichoo to Bnlthar on the 
Narra. — This work is shown on Sheet No. 4.®Iis object is to afford a passage 
for native boats across the plain, and to drain the extensive swamp south-east of 
Mittrow that land may be rtM-laimed. The total length of the canal is a little ov(*i' 
4 \ miles. It will, until the supply of w'at(M- ceases at llorce, contain from six to ten 
feet of water and is sufliciently wide for two boats to pass. Its bed commences 
with an initial d(i))th of four feet below the lowest level of the w^ater in the sw iimp, 
and is carried with an uniform fall of one foot per nyle to the Narra at Bukkar. 

Measurements. 


Eauth-Wouk. 

For the 1st mile of excavation near Vuchoo. . 

„ 2nd ditto 

„ 3rd ditto 

„ 4tli ditto 

Total amount of .areas on 4 miles. . 
For portion of 5th mile . . iil 

Mean Breadth. 

MeunBeidh 
of lit ting. 

Area of Sec- 
tion. 

20+ r>i=2r)-» 
20+ 7J--272 
2o+i.‘{ =:i:5* 

20 + 10i--30J 

20+' r> ’=^25 

3> 

51 

H 

1 

s\ 

145} 

28i)} 

213J- 

737.^ 

1 83 i 



Length in 

Total Cubic 


Sum of Arc!is. 

l'e(*t. 

Feet. 

For 4 complete miles 


5,280 

38,04,000 

For portion of 15 miles 

m 

3,340 

2,78,333 

Grand total cubic feet of excavation, . 


• . . . 

41,72,333 


Abstract. Us. a. p, 

41, 72,.S3,H cubic feet of excavation, at Rs. 1-8-0 per l,0ll0 feet (i,‘2r>8 7 11 

(^jiitiiii'encies and extra cstablisbnnyit, at 10 ]>cr cent 02.’) 1.’^ 7 

'folal amount for excavation 0,(SS1 0 0 


(ienoral Recapitulation. Us. a. p. 

Bund at the head of the Adlnvana 1,412 0 0 

Bund across tlie Narra near the head of the Owwud 4,085 0 0 

Bund across the Owwud at ChunJrnjce 1,402 0 0 

Canal from the north side of the swamp near Vuchoo to Bukkar on 

tlic Narra 6,884 0 0 

Bunds across tin? four feeding cliauncls to the Bund Dund below 

Chotoenreo i 2,784 0 0 

Bunds across the two feeding channels to the Sarajoe Dnnd 2,471 0 0 

Bunds across the Tluirr Narra above Sirenwarree and below Klietee. . 6,448 0 0 

Baud across the Rarr Dund feeding channel below Eippra 628 0 0 


Total amount for the works from the village of Togacha to 

the town of Kippra on the Narra 26,204 0 0 


(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 
Su^ftntendent, Nai*i*a Survey. 
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No. of l?s5o. 

Pi BLic Works. liKvjiNrji DiiPAiiTMRNr. 

To the Commissioner in 8inj>. 

Sir, — 1 have now tlie lionour to transmit J.itMitenant File’s re|)ort of .lhi* 
survey undertaken hy himself and his AsMstaiils last sinison, to^etluM* uith a 
ma]) of the country surv eyed ; six of the eight plans of embankments, and of a 
small canal recommended in his report; and an estimate (d‘th(*ir |)robable cost, 
f also transmit Lieutenant Fife's letter, No. 20l), t>f the dlst iiUiino, with 
which those documents were received. Of the other two plans, one was lost 
out of the tin case on its way from Sukknr, and another was so lorn that 
1 returned it to be copied; those now sent are soil(‘d, but will, I trust, answer 
the purjiose of e\])laining Jneiitenant Fife’s projects; the two missing ones 
.^liall be sent as s(V)ii as icceived.* 

‘J. Major Paker’s rejiort dated the 1 llh October 1S44, and LiiMitenant 
Fife’s of the Kith September 18’)2, atl'ord an accnrati* and full (leserij)tion ol 
th(' Naira. i\lajor Bakf i’s account of it r(‘lntes to th(‘ upper or northiu'u 
|iorlion of the stream and extends southwards as i’ar only as Tujjul, from whieb 
place to 4’ogacha, a distance of some fifty miles, JaeuUuiant I'ih', in the titb 
paragraph of his rc'port aliove (juofed, n^presents (he plain on (‘ithcr si te of 
the rivci' to be covered with low sand hillocks, and that iheie is verv little 
culturabU' land. 

3. At ’rogaelia laeuteiiant File’s last year’s survey commenc(‘(l; tluj ol))r*(‘ls 
he had in view in und(‘rtaking it were detailiMl in his h‘tf('r No. o7, of th(‘ 2nih 
September l'^o‘J, transmitliid (o you with mine, No. IftSt), of (he f)th of tin* 
following month, liis examination of the valley of tin; Nana liad led him to 
conclude that although in places there existed eonsirlerabh.^ tracts of lund 
ca])able of cultivation if only a regular supply of water were alforded t(> them, 
yet that, to reaj) full advantage from the outlay, it was an ob)(‘et ol’ great 
importance to economise the expenditure of* winter, and to direct it towards 
those lands that gave promise of tlu^ best returns, lie r<‘|)resen1ed that below 
Togacha the Narra itself flows to the eastward, and is almost lost among the 
extensive sand-hills and dunds between it and (lie Ivastcnn l)(‘sert, while to the 
west of it there are extensive tracts of excellent lands nccaling only water to 
render them very valuable. 

4. Before he could sugge>t any delinitc jdan for watering th(*se lands, 
extensive levelling operations were rc(pnsit<‘, and, -f»on as the weather 
admitted of it, Lieutenant Fife commem-cd work below Togaeba, and 
towards the end of the year his two A.ssistaiits, J/ienfi'iiant Soarly and 


^ A complete new bCt d^laiib Imvc been juvt rtceivc<I, ami arc now »cnt. 
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Mr. Hardy Wells, joined him, and the map now transmitted shows the result 
of their work. 

5. It will be seen that Lieutenant Fife contemplates closing altogether a 
portion of the eastern branch of the Narra, and thereby depriving the dunds or 
lakes which it feeds of their supply of water, cxceplfiig when in extraordinary 
floods water can well be spared, and forcing the whole body of the stream into 
the westem branch, and towards the fertile plain extending from Mittrow to the 
parallel of Kippra. The reasons given by Lieutenant Fife for thus disposing 
of the water, appear to me to be conclusive, and the bunds across the Adhwana 
or eastern branch of the Narra near Togacha, across the Narra itself near the 
Owwud branch, and across the Owwiid at Chundrajee, should undoubtedly be 
undertaken this season. The estimated cost of these works, aggregating 
Ub. 6,989, should be at once sanctioned, in order that no risk may be run of 
their destruction by a flood before tliey are fully completed. I recommend the 
other five works also for sanction, but the three works abovementioned should 
be commenced directly Lieutenant Fife can leave his present duties and proceed 
to the southward. 

6. It is to be regretted that at the j)oints where some of the principal bunds 
are required, no better material for forming them should exist than a loose drifting 
sand, the very worst known material for the construction of such worLs. Their 
stability will depend uj)on the capability of the soil on which they stand for 
resisting pressure. Should the soil be pervious to water and springs be forced 
through it below the embankment, it may possibly become a quicksand, and 
the embankment subside into it. No clay for puddling is procurable in the 
neighbourhood, but, looking at the numorous instances where embankments 
that effectually reclaim lands from the sea have been formed of sea-beach sand, 
I hope that witli the great thickness Lieutenant Fife proposes to give them 
they will stand. 

7. I trust you will concur with me in thinking that the amount of work 
done last season, and the great accuracy of the levelling, are very creditable to 
Lieutenant Fife and to his Assistants. That a number of extensive levelling 
circuits of from 24 to 40 miles in length can be undertaken by different 
parties, and that with two exceptions (easily accounted for) they should 
join in with a nominal error of 1 inch, is as extraordinary as it is satisfac- 
tory; the two cases, wherein Ihe errors amounted in the one case to 3 and 
in the other to 6 inches, would generally be considered very fair work, and 
have most probably arisen from crossing marshy gi*ound. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. Turner, Major, 
Su])erinteiiding Engineer, Sind. 


Kurravhee, I2t/i November 1853, 
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No. 453 of 1853. 

Kevenue Department. 

From the Commissionfr in Sind, Kurrachee, • 

To the Itight Honorable Lord Viscount Falkland, 

* Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the Superin- 
tending Engineer, with enclosed report from Lieutenant Fife, on special duty 
at the Eastern Narra, detailing the results of last season’s operations, and 
submitting estimates of works immediately necessary to ensure the most 
economical use of the water which will be admitted as soon as the new feeder 
now in progress near Roree is completed. 

2. The works now estimated for amount altogether to Rs. 26,204, and as 

the expense will be more than covered by the 

\i(lc the last paraj^rapli of ^iJditional revenue of the first year, 1 have no 
Lieutenant rile s letter. ... . ^ . 

hesitation in recommending the estimates for the 

immediate sanction of your Lordship in Council. 

3. With a view to save the season, I have ventured to anticipate the order , 
of Government by requesting Major Turner to authorise an immediate com- 
mencement of the works referred to in his 5th jiaragrajdi, at the estimated 
expense of Rs. 6,989, and trust that my having done so will lx* aj)i)rove<!. 

4. I have also requested him to furnish a rough estimate of tlie great 
canal described in paras. 14 to end of Lieutenant Fife’s report. 

5. Lieutenant Fife’s only doubt regarding the canal in question is whether 
the present population of the neighbourhood would suffice to cultivate so much 
land. But on this point 1 think there can be little question, when we consider 
the effect of a plentiful monsoon on the Desert itself. In ordinary years then^ is 
of course no cultivation whatever, and the pcojile subsist on the produce of 
their flocks and herds; but w'hen an unusually heavy fall of rain renders tin? 
valleys betw^een the sand-hills capable of cultivation, every man sows as much 
ground as he can get seed for, and reaps a good crop. On the plain described 
by Lieutenant Fife, the only difference will he, that what takes place in the 
Thurr atdi^ant intervals of .several years apart, will be of annual occurrence, 
till the gtadual and natural increa.se of population renders tlie districts as pro- 
ductive and well peopled, as the tombs and traces of old canals dcscril^d in 
these papers show it to have been in former days, before its supply of water 
was cut off. 

6. I trust that the extent of work done, and the manner in which it has been 
executed, as described in Major Turner’s last paragraph, will be considered as 
entitling Lieutenant Fife, and his Assistants Lieutenant Soady and Mr. Hardy 
Wells, to an expression of Hm approbation of Government. 
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7. The survey of the dunds is valuable even as a contribution to the 
^eogmphy of that part of Sind, and a copy of the nia[> would probably be 
highly acceptable to the Geograj)hical Society. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. 

(Signed) ll. B. E. Frere, 

Commissioner's Office, Kurrachee^ Commissioner in Sind. ^ 

\[>th November 1853. 


No. 972. 

Home Department. 

From O. Plowden, Esq., 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 

To A. Maeet, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to Government, Bgmbay. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 0142, 
dated the 19th ultimo, requesting sanction to an additional expenditure for the 
prosecution of the Narra Canal in Sind. 

2. In nqily, 1 am directed to state that, under the (‘ircumstanc(‘s re])resent(»d, 
the Most Noble the Governor (ieneral in (Jouncil is plc'used to sanction anolher 
advance of Its. 50,000 for the aboveiuentioued [)urpose, pending the rcce/ij>t of‘ 
tlie llonoraldc Court’s orders on the reference made to them on the subject of 
the works in question. 

I have tlic honour to b(*, &c. 

(Signed) G. Plowden, 

( )iliciatiiig S(‘cretary to the Government of India. 

Fort Wiliinm, the \>^th Nocemher 1853. 


No. 519 of 1854. 

PuuLic Works. Territorial Department, IIevente. 

To the Bight Honorable Lord Elphinstone, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in CouTicil. 

My Lord, — We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of copy of the 
Government Besolution No. 7080, of the 7th December 1853, with accompani- 
ments, relative to the operations, during last season,’ of Lieutenant Fife, engaged 
OQ special diuy at the Eastern Narra. 

2, In reply, we beg to state, that the works proposed by Lieutenant Fife 
appear to be essentially necessary for economizing the water supplied by the 
Narni, and we rcconuneiid'thein for siuiction. ^ 
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3. We observe that tliere are some villages about the u])por portion of the 
Adhwana, from which the water will be cut off, whose intcr(*sts will probably 
be prejudiced by the arrangements. On this subject notliing is said in the 
j)apors furnished us, but tlie Commissioner has j>robably not overlooked it. 

4. The result of the levelling operations appears to be very satisfactory. 

5. With regard to the large canal between Mittrow^ and Wauga Bazar 
f)roposed by Lieutenant Fife, we cannot venture to express any decided o[)inion 
without more detailed information. 

6. We desire to draw attention to the material to be used in constructing 
the two. bunds near Togacha and near the head of the Owvvud. As no better 
material than sand is procurable, there aj)pears tf> be considerable doubt of 
their being ])ermanent. As the sudden failure of bunds in such j)ositions 
might produce disastrous effects, it may be doubted whether it would not be 
worth the expense to bring sufficient mat(‘rial from a distance to allow of a 
more substantial structure in the lieart of* the bund, but should the sub-soil 
j)rove to be also sand, this even might not be eHieaeious. Should a more 
substantial structure be practicable, it might be desirable*, (‘ven Ibough involv- 
ing considerable extra expense. 

7. We only offer these observations for the consideration of the Hngineer 
officers on the spot, not as absolute instructions to them. 

8. We regre't that some unnecessary delay has oecurr(‘d in submitting 
this report to (h)V(‘rnment by oversight on llie late change of S(M*retQrie? . 

We have tlie honour, &e. 

(Signed) Waddington, Lt. Col. C%)mman(lant, 

fliief Ihigineor. 

„ J. Swanson, Major. 

Bombay y MiUlary Board Office, 

ISM January 


No. 988 of 1804. 

Revenue DepartmExNt. 

From H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 

To G. Plowden, Esq., 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, — With reference to the correspondence ending for the time with your 
letter No. 97‘i, dated 18th November 1853, I am directed to request, that you 
will have the goodness to obtain the sanction of the Most Noble the Governor 
General of India in Council, to a further expenditure of lls. 26,204 on the 
following works : — 
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Bund at the head of the Adhwana Rs. 1,442 

Bund acrosB the Narra near the head of the Owwud 4,085 

, Bund across the Owwud at Clmndrajee 1,462 

Canal from the north side of the swamp near Vuchoo to 

Bukkar on the Narra 6,884 

Bunds across the four feeding channels to the Bund Dund 

below Choteearee 2,784 

Bunds across the two feeding channels to the Sarajee Dund. 2,471 
Bunds across the Thurr Narra above Sirenwarrce and below 

Khetee 6,448 


Bund across the Harr Dund feeding channel below Kippra • . 628 

Total • • • • Rs. 26,204 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


2. These works have been proposed by Lieutenant Fife, Superintendent 
of the Narra Survey, and recommended by Major Turner, Superintending 
Engineer, the Commissioner in Sind, and the Military Board. 

3. In his letter, dated 12th November 1855, submitting Lieutenant Fife’s 
proposal, the Superintending Engineer, Major Turner, states: — 

Ilis (Lieutenant Fife’s) examination of the valley of the Narra had led 
‘‘ him to conclude that, although in places there existed consideration tracts of 
land capable of cultivation, if only a regular supjdy of water were afforded to 
them, yet, that to reap full advantage from the outlay, it was an object of 
“ great imj)ortance to economize the expenditure of water, and to direct it 
towards those lands that gave promise of the best returns, lie represented 
** that below Togacha, the Narra itself flowed to the eastward and was almost 
lost among the extensive sand-hills and dunds between it ami the Eastern 
“ Desert, while to the west of it there are extensive tracts of excellent lands, 
needing only water to render them very valuable. 

####*# 

It will be seen that Lieutenant Fife contemplates closing altogether a 
portion of the eastern branch of the Narra, and thereby depriving the dunds or 
lakes which it feeds of their supply of water, excepting when in extraordinary 
floods water can well be spared, and forcing the whole body of the stream 
“ into the western branch and towards the fertile* plain extending from Mittrow 
“ to the parallel of Kippra. The reasons given by Lieutenant Fife for thus 
disposing of the water appear to me to be conclusive.” 

####«# 

4. The following extracts from Lieutenant Fife’s reports on the Eastern 
Narra from Togacha to Kippra in the Hyderabad Collectorate, will show the 
importance of the proposed works in a financial point of view : — 

The quantity of water contained by the dunds, when they were surveyed 
“ during ^e cold season, has been csiculated from their areas and by means 
of soundings taken in them. The result of this calculation shows that they 
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contained the enormous quantity of 6,650,000,000 cul)ic feet. In Colonel 
Cautley’s report on the Ganges Canal, it is assumed as an axiom, that a dis- 
charge of one cubic foot per second constant is sufficient for the cultivation 
“ of 350 beegahs of land. Now, a discharge of one cubic foot per second 
constant would give 31,536,000 cubic feet in a year. The quantity of water 
“ contained in the dunds would therefore have been sufficient for the cultiva- 
“ tion of about 74,000 beegahs, which, assessed at the rate of Ks. IJ per 
beegah, would have yielded a revenue of Rs. 1,1 1,000. The revenue actually 
yielded by the dund lands was for *the season 1851-52 Us. 855, and for the 
" season 1852-53 Rs. 464. It at first seems strange that, yielding so small an 
“ amount of revenue, the dunds should have ever been so highly thought of by 
the Natives, but this is susceptible of explanation. The Narra's natural 
supply of water is precarious; the dunds are capacious; for, years after being 
filled by a floodj^ they would continue to yield grain and fish in quantities, 
not large perhaps considering the extent of country, but large enough to feed 
and give employment to the people : when the supply of water in the Narra 
failed, the dunds still continued to yield. The revenue obtained during any 
** one season was, perhaps, never great, though that arising during many seasons 
from the effect of one flood may have been considerable. But it could 
scarcely, under even the most favourable circumstances, have been propoi - 
“ tionate to the quantity of water used. It therefore appears, that so long as 
there is need of water elsewhere, it would not be advisable to supply the 
dunds. It will be seen in the following pages that while the works proposed 
for cutting off the dunds from the river are calculated to completely exclude 
** the water during ordinary floods, during great floods, when there would be a 
“ superabundance of water, the most extensive and valuable of the dunds will 
receive a supply by the overflowing of the Narra. # # # J feel satisfled, 

“ after the most mature consideration, that when the wastage of the water is 
prevented in the manner proposed, we shall have the country under cultiva- 
tion from Mittrow to Wanga Bazar, and instead of the revenue arising from 
** an occasional natural flood, such as occurred in 1852, amounting to 
“ Rs. 20,000, ^Government would realize upwards of a lak. Indeed the cost 
‘‘ of the works would be far more than covered in a single season.” 

5. In order that a seasdH might not be lost, Mr. Frere has already 
authorised the construction, at the estimated cost 
of Rs. 6,989, of three of the works mentioned 
in the Ist paragraph of this letter, and this 
Government have expressed their approval of his 
proceedings. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 
Bombay Castle, ISth February 1854. Secretarjj^to Government, 

12 n 


Bund at the Head 
ofthe Adhwanafor. . Rs. 1,442 
Bund across the 
Narra near the Head 
of the Owwud .... „ 4,085 
Bui-d across the 
OwwudatChindrajee „ 1,462 


Rs. 6,089 
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No. 162 of 1854. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the Secretary to the Military Board, Bombay. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report that I have inspected Lieutenant Fife's 
works near Roree, and have examined his office books and accounts. The 
new head for the Narra has been commenced within about 300 yards of the 
bank of the river ; the ground has been ^opened for two miles ; the first mile 
has been very nearly completed, with the exception of the removal of ramps 
left for wheeling up the soil ; the second mile is about half finished. 

2. Lieutenant Fife has had great difficulty in procuring sufficient labourers ; 
by great exertions he has collected upwards of 1,200, and 320 carts, which do 
the work of 1,000 men : he could, however, with advantage employ 3,000 men 
instead of 1,200. At first the work was unpopular, but the number of men has 
for some time past been steadily increasing, and as Lieutenant Fife has hopes, 
in addition to obtaining a greater number of people, of being able to get con- 
tractor to undertake portions, I trust the progress will hereafter be greater 
than it has been. 

3. All the cutting completed has been done by task-work ; each labourer 
and each cartmaii has a certain fixed quantity of work measured out to him, 
decreasing in quantity in proportion to the depth ; towing paths are formed 
on each side, and the surplus earth thrown beyond, and levelled at a 
given height. 

4. The labourers are allowed to use barrows, or baskets, but they prefer the 
former ; Lieutenant Fife has made up 2,000, and each man pays a fixed rate 
per diem for the use of a barrow, which is credited towards defraying the 
expense incurred in*making them up. 

6. The whole arrangements Lieutenant Fife has established are extremely 
perfect, and such as effectually to counteract the result of laziness on the part 
of the labourers, and to check fraud. ^ 

6. Lieutenant Fife’s accounts are kept in the established form, and are 
brought up to the latest date ; and I was satisfied that under his excellent 
management the work will be completed for the estimated rate, which, as the 
Board is aware, is extremely low, viz. 4 annas per 100 cubic feet, the depth of 
cutting being 17 feet, and the breadth above 200 feet, the rate including the 
cost of forming tow-paths and of levelling the banks. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. Turner, Major, 
Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Mustee^ha^Tand^^ 28rt January 1854. 
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Public Works. 


No. 1658 of 1854. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

We have the pleasure to submit the foregoing very satisfactory report of the 
progress of the Narra Canal works. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Lieut. Colonel, 

Chief Engineer. 

„ J. Swanson, Major. 

Bombay y Military Board Office^ 

18/A Febntary 1854. 




No. 1130 of 1854. 


Revenue Department. 


To THE Military Board. 

Resolution of Government y dated the 3rrf March 1854. 

Government have derived much satisfaction from this report, and consider 
the information it gives very creditable to Lieutenant Fife. 


No. 276. 

Home Department. 

From G. Cowper, Esq., 

Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 

To H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., 

^ Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 988, dated 
the 18th ultimo, and in reply to convey the sanction of the Most Noble the 
Governor General in Council to a further expenditure of Rs. 26,204 on works 
connected with the Narra Canal in Sind, pending the receipt of the Honorable 
Court's orders on the reference made to them on the subject of the work in 
question. 

I have the honour to be, kc, 

(Signed) G. Cowper, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 

Fort WWioMy the \0th March 1854. 
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No. 44 of 1864. 

Revenue Department. 

From the Commissioner in Sind^ 

To the Right Honorable Lord Elphinbtone, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — I have the honour to report, that when at Roree, I visited the 
works on the Narra supply channel, now in course of excavation under Lieu- 
tenant Fife, Engineers, and was glad to find that magnificent work in full pro- 
gress ; all the arrangements appeared, as far as I could judge, most creditable 
to Lieutenant Fife’s judgment and ingenuity, and likely to ensure the comple- 
tion of the work at the least possible cost to Government. 

2. The channel commences j«st above the town of Roree, and, after skirt- 
ing the rocky hills through which the river forces itself at Roree, will fall into 
the Narra at a point nearly thirteen miles from that town. 

3. The channel is 16 feet deep and nearly 206 feet wide at top, tj^e 
sides standing at a slope of 1 in IJ. There is a berm, or towing path, 
15 feef wide, on each side ; instead of the excavated soil being piled in irregu- 
lar and upaightly heaps, as is the mischievous practice on every other canal in 
Sind, so that the sides continually fall in and a large portion of the best ground 
is wasted, the excavated earth is distributed in two uniform platforms, or 
terraces, on either bank, generally about 8 feet above the natural soil. 

4. These form efficient barriers against the highest inundation, which occa- 
sionally lays the whole country above Roree under water, bursting the banks 
of the canals which run through low ground and washing vast quantities of silt 
into them. 

5. These terraces will also, in consequence of their security from submer- 
sion, and tlie vicinity of water, form admirable garden ground, for which there 
is a great demand near Roree ; and the revenue from them will form a consider- 
able addition to the returns originally calculated on. 

6. The method of carrying on the excavation is also new to the country, 

and a decided improvement on that heretofore in use in such and deep 

excavations. 

7. The usual mode of excavation in Upper Sind is either by “ Cherh ” or 
Statute labour, or by contract. 

8* Under the former system every cultivator interested, or supposed to be 
interested in the work, is obliged to contribute a quota of labourers in propor- 
tion to the extent of his cultivation, and all hands work till the task is finished, 
receiving, if the Government be liberal, a ration of.grain sufficient to feed the 
workman, but not sufficient to induce him to delay the completion of his task. 

9. Contract work is taken by guessing or roughly measuring the task. 

10. In either case there are innumerable devices to make the work done 
seem more than it really is, and to palm off as finished an incomplete task. 
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11. In both modes of working the dBtvated soil is sometimes moved idl 
baskets or by a machine called a “ keen/^ board drawn by oxen, which, like 
a gigantic hoe trailed over the ground, scrapes up the loose earth before it, and 
moves it after the oxen, as far as may be required, when it is lifted; so as to 
leave the earth behind it, and returns for a fresh load. 

12. But more commonly the only implement used is the “poura,’* a hoc 
with a blade as large as a good size shovel and a short handle. The labourer 
fills the blade by striking it into the soft soil, and then, by a jerk, throws the 
shovelful upwards and behind him to the distance of several feet. If the soil is 
to be moved far, one man stands behind the other, and each pitches the earth 
from his poura so as to fall at the feet of the man in his rear, who, in like man- 
ner, passes it on to the next man behind him ; in this way a string of fifty men 
may sometimes be seen moving earth, from the bottom of a deep and wide 
canal, up the sides, and over the high spoil-banks, which rise above the edges 
of the canal. 

13. So expert are the Upper Sind labourers at the use of the poura, that 
where the distances to which earth is moved are short, the method above de- 
scribed is an economical way of applying their labour ; but for distances such 
as are required in the Narra excavation, such a mode of working becomes ver; 
wasteful. 

14. The method adoi)ted by Lieutenant Fife is as follows : — 

15. The channel is divided into portions or lots of 100 feet in length; at fhe 
extremity of each lot a ramp or slope 10 feet wide is left for ascent and descent ; 
theearth between the ramps is' then removed in regular layers or ‘‘floors' 1 J foot 
thick, till the requisite depth is attained, when the sides of the channel are cut to 
a slope of 1 in LJ and the ramps are removed. By this method sufficient room 
is aSbwed between the ramps to measure out the work, while the ramps occurring 
at convenient intervals, and being kept at an easy slope, the soil is got out 
of the excavation wuth great facility. 

16. The men are divided into gangs of ten each, and the work is marked out 
in daily ttisks for each gang, and then, if necessary, subdivided into individual 
tasks. The q^iantity in each task, of course, varies according to the depth of 
the excavation and the distance to which the earth has to l)e carried, 

17. The men work when and how they please, no restriction being placed 
on them, provided the task be done by a fixed hour in the evening. 

18. The work done is then so measured, by means of ropes and gauges, 
that any fraud in the excavation is all but impossible, and a tin ticket, marked 
to denote the overseer or measuring Moonshee who issues it, is given to every 
man who has completed his t^k. If the task be incomplete no ticket is given, 
nor can another dAy's work be assigned to the defaulter till his unfinished task 
is completed. The tickets are cashed for wages on presentation to the Shroffs, 
and in this way the troublesome muster rolls of ftany hundreds of workmen 
who are constantly changing are dispensed with. 
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] 9. The most remarkable feature in the system is, hourerer, the introduc- 
tion of wheeled carriage for the removal of the excavated soil. 

20. The small two-bullock cart made entirely of wood, peculiar to Upper 
Sind, is uled to remove the layers near the surface, and from its lightness, 
lowness, and extreme simplicity of make, is found to answer better than our 
larger, more expensive, and more cumbrous carts. As the excavation deepens 
the carts cease to work to advantage, and wheel barrows are employed. They 
are made and repaired on the spot by Native workmen, principally Marwar- 
rees, and cost about Rs. 4} each. At first it was difficult to persuade the men 
to use them, but when they had once learnt their utility, they positively refused 
to work without them, even after the daily task assigned to a barrow man 
had been increased by one-sixth above that of a man working in any other way. 

21. The annexed rough sketch may give a better idea than the above 
description of the difference in the mode of working. 

22. Though their tasks vary from 65 to 86 cubic feet per man, and the 
average is 75 cubic feet, still a man can earn 2 \ annas per diem, good wages 
where the finest wheat flour is considered dear at a rupee per 80 lbs. Many get 
meat, of which all Sindees are very fond, and a cast cart bullock is generally 
converted into beef, and devoured by the workmen. 

23. It is difficult to get the labourers to remain long steadily at work 
canal-digging, which lasts from December to April. Ploughing, seed time, and 
harvest of both the autumn and winter crops, carry off hundreds at a time, 
who return when the work which took them away is over ; and even with- 
out such inducement, when a man has earned a few rupees, he goes away 
and idles till it is spent. Singularly enough, the greatest numbers attend, 
and most work is done in the hottest weather. There is then but little field- 
work going on, and farm-work is scarce. But the fiery hot wind, coming 
over the white limestone range of the Alore hills, renders it almost death to 
an European to be long exposed to the sun. Even the Sindees cannot stand 
it ; so they sleep all day, and work in the excavation at night and during the 
long twilight ; and, by the excellent arrangement of his task-work. Lieutenant 
Fife is able to superintend them, and get even more work than at the best 
working season. 

24. Good as are the wages which a man can earn. Lieutenant Fife has 
not yet succeeded in getting anything like the number of men he requires and 
could readily employ. The greatest number he has ever had has been — 
346 carts in February 1854, and 2,187 wheel-barrows, &c. in July last; the 
smallest number, 48 carts and 116 wheel-barrows in October last. He could 
readily, if he could get them, find work for 3,000 wheel-barrow men and 
1,000 carts, and, with a little previous notice, twice that nuftiber. . 

26. , The present average weekly expenditure is R8.^2,100. 

26. Two miles of the <9iannel are well advanced towards completion, and 
the third is commenced. It is possible the work may be completed in time for 
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the inundation of 1865 ; but unless the number of workmen procurable should 
greatly increase beyond what has been hitherto usual, the season of opening 
will be deferred. • 

27. During the whole of last hot weather Lieutenant Fife attended daily at 
the works, though, from the impossibility of getting shelter for himself on the 
Roree side, he was forced to live at Sukkur, crossing the Indus at its highest 
flood twice daily. This involved much exposure to the sun and a great amount 
of bodily fatigue ; and I am respectfully of opinion that the zeal evinced by 
Lieutenant Fife in the execution of the work entrusted to him is not less deserv- 
ing the approbation of your Lo^Jlship in Council than the ability manifested in 
designing it. 

28. He has now reduced the execution of the work to a system simple and 
easily understood by the people, and capable of exact control by any European 
of ordinary intelligence and education ; and I would very strongly recommend 
that such subordinate assistance may be placed at the disposal of the Superin- 
tending Engineer as may enable him to relieve Lieutenant Fife from the very 
laborious but perfectly routine duty of checking the excavation, and may allow 
of his attending to the design of some of the many important works \^hich will 
be required further down the line, and elsewhere within the range of Major 
Turner’s division. 

29. Works like that which I have endeavoured to describe, conducted on 
the plan followed by Lieutenant Fife, have an importance far beyond the dire(^t 
benefit they confer on the country and the public revenue, by affording water 
to what have heretofore been arid wastes, and by converting vast tracts of 
almost desert country into corn fields. They teach the people habits of order, 
regularity, and steady industry ; they encourage them to economize their labour 
by the use of the simpler mechanical appliances ; and they accustom them to 
ready money payment and to independence of the money-lender. In every 
way the indirect civilizing tendencies of such works are hardly lesai valuable 
than their direct financial results. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. E. Frerb, 

Camp^ Punnahy 6th February 1854. Commissioner in Sind. 


No. 1718 of 1854. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 
To the Commissioner in Sind. 

Resolution of Government^ dated the Ist April 1854. 

Mr. Frere to be told that the information he has placed before Government 
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is highly creditable to Lieutenant Fife, and has afforded Government mucli 
satisfaction. 

2. Copy to be sent to the Military Board, and their opinion requested on 
the Commissioner’s proposal in para. 28. 


No. 3508 of 1854. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To the Right Honorable Lord Elphinstone, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in Council. 

My Lord, — We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of copy of the 
Resolution passed by Government under date the 1st April 1854, No. 1718, 
regarding the result of the visit of the Commissioner in Sind to the works on 
the Narra Supply Channel. 

2. With reference to the 2nd paragraph of the Resolution, we beg to state 
that we entirely concur in Mr. Frere’s observations, and, if the Superintending 
Engineer will inform us of what assistance is required, we will, if possible, 
comply. 

3. A copy of the 28th paragraph of Mr. Frere’s letter, and of the Govern- 
ment Resolution, and of this reply, will be eommunicated by us to Major 
Turner, the Superintending Engineer. 

4. The two sketches are herewith returned. 

We have the honour to be, 6cc. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Colonel, 

Chief Engineer of Public Works. 

„ J, Swanson, Major. 

Bombay y Military Board Office^ Vlth April 1854. 


No. 70 of 1854. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To the Superintending Engineer in Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
No. 528, of the 11th instant, and accompaniments, and with reference to 
the 3rd paragraph of tlie Military Board’s letter No. 519, of the 18th January, 
to state that the villages of Togacha, Badawarree, and Ubrow, and others 
situated near the Adhwana, and from which the water will be cut off by the 
construction of the bunds across the Adhwana and Narra, are mere hamlets. 
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The houses are constructed of brushwood only, and are few in number. The 
people live by their flocks, and, except in the dunds, there is little or no cultu- 
rable land for them to cultivate. The beds ©f the dunds they will still be able 
to cultivate as hitherto whenever rain falls. 

2. In respect to the 6tli and 7th para<rraj)lis of tlie Military Boai-d’s letter, 
tftt^esting a more substantial construction for tlio dunds across the Adliwaaa 
an(f Narra, I bej^ to state that the beds of the channel are ooin])osed entirely 
of sand, and that soil can only be found in patclics at a considtuablc disfanci'. 
from the sites. I'hc transport^f the latter material would thendbre |)rov\i 
very expensive, and a ^reat vWli of bund would, I am afraid, still be indis- 
pensable. When considering^ the .subject of these bunds beforti di;sip,ninf; 
them, it occurred to me that percolation through and under the bund to any 
mischievous extent might be stopped by carrying a sheet of jilaiiking, well sunk 
into the bed of the channel, along tlie whole lengtli of the bund. This, till the 
wood decayed, would, I think, be very elfeetaal, but it would of course 
greatly increase the exp(‘nse. After a great deal of eonsideratir)ii, 1 came to 
the conclusion that with the niodcTate head of wat^‘r of nine feet, bunds of sand 
with a covering of clay, wbieb would defend tbern from the action of tlu; wind 
and check the perc(dation of the water, would, if made of gr(‘at thickness, be 
effectual and economical. In designing tlu‘ bunds, I assumed that th<j percola- 
tion of water arising from a difference in level or bend (d’ one foot would n<>t 
disturb the parti el (?s of sand in a bund fifteen feet thick, j>rovided th(‘re A^as any 
top weight to keep the lower [larticlos steady. 1 assumed (hut the jxncm)- 
lation through fifteen feet of sand would be too much ndarded to be injurioiw. 
For every foot of water head I added fifteen feet to tliickness of the bund ; for 
a head of 9 feet, therefore, 1 gave the bunds a thickness of K15 feet. The 
thickness at base was of course greater by tlie addition of the slojjes, and alto- 
gether 207 feet. 

3. I am sanguine as to tliese bunds proving e(|ual to the trial, and I sec 
every reason to conclude that they will become stronger every season. The 
bunds being secured from tlie action of the wind by the coating of clay, the 
wind, by causing the loose sand to drift up the channels against the back of the 
bunds, will strengthen them. As soon a.s the muddy Indus water is admitted 
into the Narra, the particles of clay will be dejx^sited in the bund ; whenever 
the water percolates through, as soon as the bunds are constructed, jungles will 
rapidly spring up both in front and in rear, and even on the bunds themselves. 
The jow-tree grows luxuriantly in sand so long as there is moisture, and as 
the whole valley is covered with this tree, the seed is conveyed down with the 
water and scattered wherever the water can go, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 

Camp Roree, Wth March 1854. Superintendent, Narra Works. 

13 « 
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No, 690 of 1854. 

Public Wobks. Revenue Department. 

To the Assistant Commissioner in Charge. 

Sir,— With reference to paras. 3, 6, and 7 of the Military Board’s reportj 
No. 519, of the 18th January last, and to the 4th paragraph of Government 
Resolution No. 987, of the 18th ultimo, transmitted vrith the Commissioner’s 
endorsement No. 574, of the 3rd instant, I hav^he honour to transmit copy of 
a letter from Lieutenant Fife, No. 70, of 17thHBtant. 

2. There are, as you know, no permanent v^lages on the banks of the 
Narra ; the uncertainty of a supply of water for many years past has compelled 
the frequent emigration of the whole population. When the Narra has come 
down, or when there has been water in the dunds, a scanty population has 
returned to it, and the available pasturage and culturable land turned to 
account ; but under such circumstances the most rude temporary houses are 
all that exist, and there cannot be a question that to the whole population the 
restoration of the stream and its being turned on the best lands cannot be other- 
wise than a great blessing ; and as the villages, such as they are, are generally 
on the summit of sand-hills, the bursting of the proposed bimds can do them 
no injury. 

3. I gave the question of the construction of the bunds the fullest 
consideration, and determined that the difference of expense between using 
the indifferent material found on the spot, and bringing that of better 
quality from the nearest place at which it was procurable, was so great, as 
to justify an experiment being made as to the possibility of constructing 
a durable bund of such sand. I am quite sensible of the risk the Board 
point out, indeed in handing up Lieutenant Fife's project I drew the 
Commissioner’s attention to it; but when the distance of good material 
from the point where it is required is considered, and when it is remembered 
that on loose drift sand carts cannot work, and that the soil required 
must, like the top dressing of the bund now being made, be brought on 
camels, the difference of exjJense can be imagined. If the bunds stand the 
first year, I think it very probable the bed of the river will be almost if not 
wholly filled up by drift. 

4. One or at most two of these bunds will be completed this season, 
and if they should fail, the loss to Government by the experiment will 
not be great. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. B. Turner, Major, 
Superintending Engineer, Sind. 


Ooojahf Sht March 1854. 
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No. 106 of 1854. 


Revenue Defartmbnt^ 

From the Assistant Commissioner in Charge, Sind, 

To the Right Honorable Lord Elphinbtone, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 

My Lord, — In reference to the 4tli paragraph of the Government Reso- 
lution as per margin, I have the honour to submit 
co^ of the accompanying letter from Major 
Turner, Superintending Engineer, on the subject 
^f the proposed bunds across the Adhwana and 
Narra. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) B. H. Ellis, 

Karrachecy 5th April 1854. Assistant Commissioner in Charge?. 


No. 987f of 18th February 
1854, forwarding observations 
by the Board on bimds pro- 
posed by Lieutenant Fife 
across tlie Narra, &c. 

No. 590, of 31 St March, with 
enclosure from Lieutenant Fife. 


No. 3896 of 1854. 

Public Works. Territorial Department, Revenue. 

Report. — These letters show that the question noticed by us had received 
full consideration. 

2. We are satisfied with the decision of Lieutenant Fife and Major Turner. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Colonel, 

Chief Engineer. 

liombayy Military Board Officcy „ J. Swanson, Major. 

22nd Ajn il 1854. 


No. 537. 

Revenue. * Home Department. 

From G. Cowper, Esq., 

Uiider-Secretary to the Government of India, 

To H. E. GgLDSMiD, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

SiR^ — With reference to correspondence noted in the margin, I am directed 
- ^ ^ .. by the Most Noble the Governor General of India 

Letter from Government of , r 
Bombav, No. 7415, dated 15th m Council to forward, for the information of the 

NOTemto 1852. , _ , ^ , Government of Bombay, the accomimnying extract 

Do. to do.. No. 17, dated ^ a ^ u f iu 

12th*Ja]iuary 1853. (paragraphs 1 to 9) firom a despatch from the 
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Letter from Government of 
Bombay, No. 6142, dated 19tli 
October 1863. 

Do. to do., No. 972, dated 
18th November 1853. 


Honorable the Court of Directors, No. 7, dated 
16th March last, sanctioning the execution of the 
project for supplying the Narra Channel in Sind 
with water from the Indus. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Cowpeb, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 
Fort William, the \2th May 1854. 


Extract from a Despatch from the Honorable the Court of Directors to (he 
Government of India, in the Revenue Department, No. 7, dated the \bth 
March 1854. 


Part of para. 39 of India 
Public Letter, dated 22nd July 
(No. 49) 1863. 

28th October (No. 78) 1853. 
18th November (No. 86) „ 

Bombay Revenue letter, 
dated 21tli May (No. 75) 1852. 
4tli February (No. 21) 1853. 


1. We now reply to the letters of the dates noted in the margin, which 
relate to a project for supplying the Narra Chan- 
nel in Sind with water from the Indus. 

2. The Narra is a side overflow channel of 
the Indus, and is well defined. It nins in a south- 
erly direction from above Jloree through Sind 
to the sea at Cutch, a distajuce of about three 
hundred miles. It varies in breadth from 200 to 
1,300 feet, and is in j)laccs divided into two branches. 

3. The valleys in its course are occupied by numerous “diuids’^ or lakes, 

amounting to nearly 400, and some of these are 
Report three miles in length and a mile in breadth. 

There is cvciy reason to believe that the Narra 
was formerly constantly supjdied with water from the Indus, though of late 
years it has only received this supply on the occasion of high floods. 

4. Whether the obstruction to the ancient channels of supply was occasioned 
by the operations of nature or the erection of artificial “ bunds’' has been a 
point in disjmte. Major linker, in a roj)ort dated 14th of October 1844, 
expressed his.ojunion that the obstniction w'as the result the silt deposits 
w4iich are left by floods on the margin of all large rivers. 

5. This view is corroborated by Lieutenant Fife, in his report dated the 
16th September 1852, to whom the duty of effecting a (j^tailed survey of the 
Narra was entrusted, and who appeai-s to have executed his task with judg- 
ment and care. 

6. It was proposed by the Bombay Government to supply tliis channel 
with water by a cutting near Roree, the estimated cost of which is Rs. 4,77,805. 
You have sanctioned the commencement of the project, and an expenditure of 
Rs, 100,000 in antici}>ation of our orders. 
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7. All authorities^ civil and professional, are unanimous in favour of the 
work, and in para. 46 of Lieutenant Fife’s report the return that would be 
derived immediately on the opening of the Narra is estimated at Rs. 62,000 
per annum, or 1 1 per cent, on the total outlay of Rs. 4,77,806. And this return 
would probably be liable to considerable eventual increase, as th^ traditional 
reports of the country indicate a revenue from the formerly cultivated valley of 
the Narra varying from two to six laks of Rupees. 

8. The report of Lieutenant Fife appears conclusively to show that no 
inconvenience would result from the abstraction of so large a body of water 
from the Indus — a point of great importance ; and it is satisfactory to find that 
tlie conclusions of Lieuteiiajjit Fife are generally concurred in and supported by 
Major Turner, the Superintending Engineer, who has specially reported on the 
subject. That officer, in the last paragraph of his report, observes — I have 
full confidence that if Lieutenant Fife be entrusted with the work, his rates 
will be found ample, and the undertaking will be completed within the estimated 
cost.” 

9. Tlie careful consideration which the work has received from conij)etent 
judges, the numerous advantages that may be (‘xj)ected to accrue from it, and 
die beneficial results that have attended similar works in otluM* parts of India, 
leave us no ground to doubt that the project is deserving of our cordial 
approval. 

(True extract) 

(Signed) G. Cowpjsr, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Ikuku 


No, 267 of 1855. 

Public Works. Revenue Department. 

To Lieutenant Colonel H, B, Turner, 

Superintending Engineer, Sind. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward a fresh section and estimate for forming 
the supply channel to the Eastern Narra on a slightly modi tied* design, which 
has suggested itself to me while considering the question of the water supply 
for the Mittrow Canal, the project for which was submitted to you with my 
report No. 272, dated 22nd ultimo. 

2. The only part of that project which struck me as being imperfect, was the 
chance of irre^arity in the supply of water during the months of December and 
January each year, though I knew that, if necessary, that risk might be avoided 
by some further expenditure for deepening the supply channel at Roree. Since 
submitting my report, however, I have made some careful calculations, and find 
that by a very slight modification on the original design of the supply channel. 
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we may ensure the requisite supply of water in December and January, 
during which it might become irregular. I find that by making the channel 
feet deeper at the head, and slightly reducing the width, and fall per 
mile, the same body of water may be drawn off from the Indus during 
the inundation, and that a greater quantity may be drawn off during the 
cold weather, tlian we should obtain by means of the channel as originally 
designed. 

3. The proposed modification will give us less earthwork, but more rock- 
cutting, than in the original design, and I look upon this as rather an 
advantage than otherwise, because it will enable us to keep the channel, 
when it is exposed to the action of the stream, in better order. The 
velocity of the stream will, moreover, be somewhat less than that calculated 
on in the original design, from the reduction of the fall from 1*38 to 1 foot 
per mile. 

4. I have carefully estimated the cost of the modified design, and find 
that it corresponds as nearly as possible with the original sanctioned estimate. 
I have been obliged to allow high rates for the additional excavation and 
rock-cutting in the first four miles, as, at the increased depth proposed for the 
bed, springs are met with, which render the work extremely laborious and 
expensive. 

6. As Captain Kirby is progressing rapidly with the excavation in the 
eighth, ninth, and tenth miles, I request the favour of your obtaining an early 
sanction to the proposed modification, in order that the width ani^depth of 
the excavation may be made to suit the alteration in the design. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. G. Fife, Lieutenant, 
Superintendent, Narra Works. 

Campy KharwaVy 19^A December 1855. 


No. 30 of 1856. 

Public Works Department. 

Transmitted for the approval of the Chief Engineer of Public Works. 
Lieutenant Colonel Turner entirely approves of the proposed modification, as 
it will decrease the chance of the bed being injured, and increase the supply 
of water during the cold season. 

(Signed) H. B. Turner, Lieut Colonel, 
Superintending Engineer. 


SiihiarpoQTy 5th Jmmry 1856, 
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No. 618 of 1866. 

Public Works Department. 

To the Right Honorable Lord Elphinbtone, G.C.H., 

Governor and President in Council. 

My Lord, — I have the honour to submit a letter from Captain Fife, 
No. 267, of the 17th December, proposing certain modification in the longitu- 
dinal and transverse sections of the supply channel to the Eastern Narra, toge- 
ther with the estimate and sections therein referred to, and request the sanction 
of your Lordship in Council to the alterations proposed by Captain Fife. 

2. The estimated cost of carrying out the present design is Us. 4,76,426, 
being Rs. 1,379 less than the amount (Rs. 4,77,806) orijpinally sanctioned for 
the work in the Honorable Court’s despatch to the Government of India, 
No. 7, of the 15th March 1854. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Waddington, Major General, 

19tA Jamtnry 1856. Chief Engineer of Public Works. 


No. 258 of 1856. 

PiTDLic Works Dkpartmen r. 

To the Secretary to the Government op India. 

Sir, — In their despatch* to the Government of India No. 7, dated ihe 15th 
March 1854, the Honorable the Court of Directors sanctioned the execution 
of a project recommended by tliis Government for sup])lying the Narra chan- 
nel in Sind with water from the Indus. 

2. I am now desired to bring to the notice of the Government of India 
the circumstance, that from careful calculations made by Cajitain Fife, the 
officer employed in carrying out the above project, some slight modification on 
the origin^ design has recently suggested itself to that officer, as being neces- 
sary in order to obviate all possible risk of irregularity in the supply of water 
during the months of December and January in each year. 

3. Lieutenant Fife has written on the subject as follows : — 

I find that by making the channel 1 i feet deeper at the bed and slightly 
reducing the width and fall per mile, the same body of water may be drawn off 
" from the Indus during the inundation, and that a greater quantity may be 
drawn off during the cold weather than we should obtain by means of the 
" channel as originally designed. 

* Extract paras. 1 to 9 from this despatch was forwarded to this Ooverament with 
Mr. Under-Secretary Cowper’s letter No. bdl, dated the 12th May 1854* 
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The proposed modification will give us less earthwork, but more rock-cut- 
ting, than in the original design, and I look upon this as rather an advantage 
“ than otherwise, because it will enable us to keep the channel, when it is 
“ exposed to the action of the stream, in better order. The velocity of the stream 
“ will, moreover, be somewhat less than tliat calculated on in the original 
“ design, from the reduction of the fall from 1*38 to 1 foot per mile."' 

4. The Superintending Engineer in Sind having expressed his entire approval 
of the proposed modification, which he is of opinion will decrease the chance of 
the bed being injured, as well as increase the supply of water during the cold 
season, and as it has also been approved by the Chief Engineer of Public 
Works, it has been sanctioned by this Government. 

6. With the moc^fication now reported, the estimated cost of carrying /)ut 
the project of restoring water to the Narra Channel will be Rs. 4,76,426, or 
Rs. 1,379 less than the amount (Rs. 4,77,805) originally sanctioned in the 
Honorable Court’s despatch above referred to. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Hart, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Cmtle, 0th February 1856. 


No. 1086. 

Revenue. Public Works Department. 

From Lieutenant Colonel W. E. Baker, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

To W. Hart, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 258, 
dated the 9th instant, and in reply to state, that under the circumstances there- 
in represented, the Most Noble tlie Governor General in Council approves of 
the modification in the original design for supplying the Narra Channel in 
Sind with water from the Indus, authorised by the Government of Bombay, 
at an estimated cost of Rs. 4,76,426, being Rs. 1,379 less than the amount 
sanctioned for this project by the Honorable Court of Directors, in their 
Revenue despatch to the Government of India No. 7, of the 15th March 1854. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. E. Barer, Lieut. Colonel, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 
Fort William^ tJm 2%th February 1856 . 
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Statement showing the Annual Revenue of the Narra DistrictSj from the 
Conquest vp to the Years 1855-56. 


d 

Year. 

Kurreef. 

Rubbee. 

Other 

Sources. 

Graud Total. 






Rs. 

a. 


Rs. 

«. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. 

P 

Rs. 

a. 

P* 

1 

Rubbee& Kurreef 1 254 a.d. 1 843-44 


7 

6 

238 

5 

8 

281 

9 

8 

848 

6 

10 

2 

Ditto 

1255 

n 

1844-45 

2.378 

14 

11 

529 

8 

11 

• •• 

• ■ • 



7 

10 

3 

Ditto 

1256 

n 

1845-46 

1,088 

13 

11 

1.546 

K 

w 

21 

0 

0 

2,656 

5 

6 

4 

Ditto 

1257 

•1 

1846-47 

RISTiTn 

2 

11 

606 

m 

K 

6 

6 

5 

2,973 

13 

7 

t) 

Ditto 

1258 

»» 

1847-48 

291 

3 

3 

800 

H 

K 

4 

12 

m 

■WIMil 


11 

6 

Ditto 

1259 

•» 

1848-49 

16 

9 

11 

714 


E 

. . . 

. • . 

.. 

731 

9 

1 

7 

Ditto 

1260 

>9 


186II3 

6 

152 

13 

7 

7 


0 

347 

5 

1 

8 

Ditto 

1261 

99 


144 

12 

6 

51 

13 

9 

22 

50 

218 

15 

3 

9 

Ditto 

1262 

99 

18.51-52 

578 

14 

1 1 

80 

14 

0 


26 

863 

14 

7 

10 

Ditto 

1263 

99 

1852-53 


0 

10 

7,677 

0 

0 


26 


3 

4 

11 

Ditto 

1264 

99 

1 85.3-54 

980 

3 

4 

I9..550 

1 

2 

3.98 

75 


12 

1 

12 


126.0 

99 

18.54-55 

1,885 

I 

3 

52.995 

9 

5 

1,028 

519 

55,909 

0 

.5 

13 

Ditto 

1266 

99 

1855-56 

2,750 

1 

6 

78,226 

1 

11 

471 

12 0 

81,448 

7 

5 


This statement shows the revenue derived from land watered from the Nai ra 
fnun 1843 to 185G. The increased revenue from 1854-55 is directly attribut - 
able to the Narra bunds. The falliiif^ off in the revenue to the amount i>f 
Its. 71,000 for llubbee of 1 856-57 is owinj^ to the very unfavourable r.aturc 
of the inundation of the previous season. 

(Signed) John Jacob, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Acting Commissioner in Sind. 





















